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Art. I. The Pleafures of Memory, a Poem, in Two Parts. By 
the Author of *‘ an Ode to Superftition, with fome other Poems *.” 
4to. pp.71. 38.6d. Boards, Cadell. 1792. 


I’ the author of this poem be thought happy in the choice of 
a copious and fertile theme, which has yet, by no means, 
been exhaufted, he is equally fo in the manner in which he 
has treated it. Correétnefs of thought, delicacy of fentiment, 
variety.of imagery, and harmony of verfification, are the cha- 
racters which diftinguifh this beautiful poem, in a degree that 
cannot fail to enfure its fuccefs. 

The work opens with the defcription of an obfcure village, 
and of the pleafing melancholy which it excites, on being re- 
vifited after a long abfence. The poet reprefents himfelf as 
furrounded with thofe objects which recal to his memory the 
days of his childhood ; and, by means of the affociating prins 
ciple, excites a fucceffion of interefting emotions : 

‘ Mark yon old Manfion, frowning thro’ the trees, 
Whofe hollow turret wooes the whiftling breeze. 
That cafement, arch’d with ivy’s browneft fhade, 
-Firft to thefe eyes the light of heav’n convey’d. 
The mouldering gateway ftrews the grafs-grown court, 
Once the calm fcene of many a fimple fport ; 
When nature pleas’d, for life itfelf was new, 
And the heart promis’d what the fancy drew. 


See, thro’ the fractur’d pediment reveal’d, 
Where mofs inlays the rudely-fculptur’d fhield, 
The Martin’s old, hereditary nett. 

Long may the ruin {pare its hallowed gueft! 


As jars the hinge, what fullen echoes call! 
Oh hafte, unfold the hofpitable hall ! 
That hall, where once, in antiquated ftate, 
The chair of jultice held the grave debate. 





* See-Rev. vol. Ixxv. p. 49. 
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Now ftain’d with dews, with cobwebs darkly hung, 
Oft has its roof with peals of rapture rung ; 
When round yon ample board, in due degree, 
We fweeten’d every meal with focial glee. 
The heart’s light laughter crown’d the circling jeft ; 
And all was funfhine in each little breaft. 
T'was here we chas’d the flipper by its found ; 
And turn’d the blindfold hero round and round. 
*Twas here, at eve, we form’d our fairy ring ; 
And Fancy flutter’d on her wildeft wing. | 
Giants and genii chain’d the wondering ear; 
And orphan-woes drew Nature’s ready tear. 
Oft with the babes we wander’d in the wood, 
Or view’d the foreft-feats of Robin Hood: 
Oft, fancy-led, at midnight’s fearful hour, 
With ftartling flep we {cal’d the lonely tow’r; 
O’er infant innocence to hang and weep, p 
Marder’d by ruffian hands, when {miling in its fleep. 


Ye Houfehold Deities! whofe guardian eye 
Mark’d each pure thought, ere regifter’d on high; 
Still, ftill ye walk the confecrated ground, 

And breathe the foul of Infpiration round. 


As o’er the dufky furniture I bend, 
Each chair awakes the feelings of a friend. 
The ftoried arras, fource of fond delight, A 
With old atchievement charms the wilder’d fight ; 
And ftill, with Heraldry’s rich hues impreft, 
On the dim window glows the pictur’d creft, 
The fcreen unfolds its many-colour’d chart. 
The clock ftill points its moral to the heart. 
That faithful monitor ’twas heav’n to hear! 
When foft it {poke a promis’d pleafure near: 
And has its fober hand, its fimple chime, 
Forgot to trace the feather’d feet of Time? t 
That maflive beam, with curious carvings wrought, 
Whence the caged linnet footh’d my penfive thought; 
Thofe mufkets cas’d with venerable ruft ; 
Thofe once-lov’d forms ftill breathing in their duft, 
Still from the frame, in mould gigantic caf, 
Starting to life—all whifper of the paft!’ 


This power of the mind he conceives to be called into a&tion 
in two ways; either by the prefence of fenfible objeéts, or by 
an internal operation of the mind. ‘The former is the fubje& of 
the firf part, the latter of the fecond. The recollection, which 
is awakened by fenfible objects, is conceived to be produced 
by means of that power of aflociation, by which the percep- 
tion of any object leads to the idea of another, which was con- 
nected with it in time or place, or which can be compared or 
contrafted with it. This is illuftrated by a variety of examples; 
particularly 
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particularly by the attachment which we naturally form to in- 
animate objects ; and by the pleafure derived from hiftoric fcenes, 
from painting, and from the review of juvenile days. The 
aflociating principle, as employed by Memory, is fhewn to be 
conducive to virtue no lefs than to happinefs; addrefling our 
finer feelings, and giving exercife to every mild and generous 
propenfity. Its power is felt through all animated nature, and 
its effects are peculiarly ftriking in the domeftic tribes: 


« Recal the traveller *, whofe alter’d form 
Has borne the buff-t of the mountain. ftorm ; 
And who will firft his fond impatience meet ? 
His faithful dog’s already at his feet! 
Yes, tho’ the porter fpurn him from his door, 
Tho’ all, that knew him, know his face no more, 
His faithfal dog fhall tell his joy to each, 
With that mute eloquence which paffes fpeech. 
And fee, the mafter but returns to die! 
Yet who fhall bid the watchfal fervant fly? 
The blafts of heav’n, the drenching dews of earth, 
The wanton infults of unfeeling mirth ; 
Thefe, when to guard Misfortune’s facred grave, 
Will firm Fidelity exult to brave.’ 


Memory in her higher province is often bufily employed by 


man, when excited by no external caufe whatever. She pre- 
ferves for her ufe the treafures of art and fcience, hiftory and 
philofophy ; as this poet reprefents, under an image ftri&ly 
accurate and exquifitely beautiful, in the following lines: 


‘ Ages and climes remote to Thee impart 
What charms in Genius, and refines in Art; 
Thee, in whofe hand the keys of Science dwell, 
The penfive portrefs of her holy cell ; 

Whofe conftant vigils chafe the chilling damp 
Oblivion fteals upon her veftal-lamp.’ 


It is the office of Memory to colour all the profpects of life ; 


for we can only anticipate the future by concluding what is 
pofible from what is paft. On her agency depends every ef+ 
fufion of the fancy, whofe boldeft effort can only compound or 
tran{fpofe, augment or diminifh, the materials which fhe has 
collected or retained. When the firft emotions of defpair have 
fubfided, and forrow has foftened into melancholy, fhe amufes 
with a retrofpect of innocent pleafures, and infpires that noble 


— which refults from the confcioufnefs of having aéted 
well : 


‘ Ah! why fhould Virtue dread the frowns of Fate? 
Her’s what no wealth can win, no power create ! 





* Ulyffes’s dog will here prefent himfelf to every reaccr’s me- 


mory. Rey, 
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A little world of clear and cloudlefs day, 

Nor wreck’d by ftorms, nor moulder’d by decay ; 
A world, with Memory’s ceafelefs fun-fhine bleft, 
The home of Happinefs, an honeft breatt.’ 

When fleep has fufpended the operation of the organs of 
fenfe, Memory not only fupplies the mind with images, but 
affifts in their combination ; even in madnefs itfelf, fhe revives 
paft perceptions, and awakens that train of thought which was 
formerly moft familiar :—but her beft {phere of action is ina 
well-cultivated and well-regulated mind. 

¢ Ah, who can tell the triumphs of the mind, . 
By trath illumin’d, and by tafte refin’d? . 
When Age has quench’d the eye and clos’d the ear, 
Still nerv’d for action in her native fphere, May 
Oft will fhe rife—with fearching glance purfue 
Some long-lov’d image vanifh’d from her view ; 
Dart thro’ the deep receffes of the patt, 

O’er dufky forms in chains of flumber caft; 
With giant-grafp fling back the folds of night, 
And {natch the faithlefs fugitive to light. 

“ So thro’ the grove the impatient mother flies, ~ 
Each funlefs glade, each fecret pathway tries ; 
Till the light leaves the truant-boy difclofe, 

Long on the wood-mofs itretch’d in {weet repofe.’ 

Nor are we pleafed only with a review of the brighter paf- 
fages of life; events, the moft diftreffing in their immediate 
confequences, are often cherifhed in remembrance with a de- 
gree of enthufiafm :=-but the world and its occupations give a 
mechanical impulfe to the paffions, which is not very favourable 
to the-indulgence of this feeling ; it is in a calm ftate of mind, 
that Memory moft perfe&ily performs her tafk, and Solitude is 
her beft {phere of a€tion. ‘This conviétion introduces a charm- 
ing tale, which illuftrates the influence of Memory in folitude, 
ficknefs, and forrow. We could with pleafure tranfcribe it, 
but we muft not foreftal the gratification which the reader 
will receive from perufing it in its proper place, in the workepy 





Art. II. Letters from America, Hiftorical, and Deferiptive; com- 
prifing Occurrences from 1769 to 1777, inclufive, By William 
Eddis, late Surveyor of the Cuftoms, &c. at Annapolis, in Mary- 
land. 8vo. pp. 455. 7s.6d. Boards. Dilly. 1792. 


PT HEse letters include an interefting period, and relate to 
events, which, however painful in their detail, and dif- 
honourable to the Britifh name, have, in their confequences, 
been rot altogether- unpropitious to Great Britain; and are 
deemed, “by fome prophetic minds, to contain, in their womb, 
the 
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the germs of univerfal freedom. The bloody conteft with 
the Americans, though it increafed our public debt and dimi- 
nifhed the volume of the empire, has not deftroyed our re 
fources, nor injured our commerce ; and it is contemplated by 
the world as a proof of our energy, ftrength, and riches. Yet 
the object was unjuft and impolitic ; and our recollection looks 
back, with extreme concern, on the fcenes of carnage and hor- 
ror which it exhibited. In reviewing Mr. Eddis’s volume, 
this muft be the cafe; for part of his correfpondence contains 
an account of the commencement and progrefs of the war: 
but we could not avoid obferving that, had all the communi- 
cations to Government, from America, been of the fame com- 

lexion with thofe of Mr. Eddis to his friends, the Govern- 
ment could not have been fo fanguine in their expectations ; 
for, before the fword was drawn, he fays, in one of his letters, 
‘ that the {pirit of oppofition to minifterial meafures appears to 
blaze, fteadily and equally, in every part of America.’ 

Mr. Eddis arrived on the American continent in the month 
of Auguft 1769, and, by virtue of his fituation, had an op- 
portunity of collecting the prevailing fentiments and difpofitions 
of the Americans; fo that his reprefentations merit regard. He 
quitted itin Nov.1777. His letters are forty in number. Thofe, 
which are placed at the beginning of the volume, contain fhort 
defcriptions of the country, of the government, and of the trade, 
manners, and cuftoms, of the inhabitants; thefe are followed by 
others, which give an account of the breaking out of the war, 
and ofthe vigour and unanimity with which the colonies en- 
gaged in it, together with its progrefs, till his departure from 
New York; the concluding letters narrate the difficulties and 
dangers which the author experienced, from the time of his 
difmiffion from his office at Annapolis, in confequence of his 
refufing to take the oath tendered him by the Americans, till 
he arrived at New York. Of this correfpondence, that part 
which defcribes the country and the ftate of fociety in America, 
will generally be thought the moft entertaining. He touches on 
a variety of topics, but in rather a too curfory manner; he 
writes, however, with eafe, and his remarks are generally fen- 
fible. In his fixth letter, he gives an account of the ftate of 
fervitude in Maryland; and as this may be acceptable at the 
prefent juncture, to many of our readers, we fhall make no 
apology for laying a part of it before them: 

* Perfons in a ftate of fervitude are under four diflin& denomi- 
nations: negroes, who are the entire property of their refpeéctive 
Owners: convicts, who are tranfported from the mother country 
for a limited term: indented fervants, who are engaged for five 
years previous to their ane: England; and free-willers, who 
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are fuppofed, from their fituation, to poffefs fuperior advan- 
tages. 

r The negroes in this province are, in general, natives of the 
country; very few in proportion being imported from the coatt of 
Africa. They are better cloathed, beter fed, and better treated, 
than their unfortunate brethren, whom a more rigid fate hath fub- 
jeéted to flavery in our Weft India iflands; neither are their em- 
ployments fo laborious, nor the acts of the legiflature fo partially 
oppreflive againft them. ‘The further we proceed to the northward, 
the lefs number of people are to be found of this complexion: in 
the New England government, negroes are almoft as fcarce as on 
your fide of the Atlantic, and but few are under aval flavery ; but 
as we advance to the fouth, their multitudes aftonifhingly increafe, 
and in the Carolinas they confiderably exceed the number of white 


inhabitants *.’ 

This letter concludes with an interefting narrative of an in- 
dented fervant. Mr. Eddis, in noticing the American oak, 
takes occafion to compliment Great Britain on the decided 
fuperiority which fhe muft maintain, by means of the durabi- 
lity of her fhipping : 

* Were a judgment, indeed, to be formed from external appear- 
ances, a cafual obferver would not fail to decide, as to this article, 
in favour of Maryland, and the adjacent provinces; American 
oak greatly exceeding the Britifh in fize and foliage; but when 
the growth is taken into confideration, a manifeft advantage is evi- 
dent in favour of the oaks of Britain. On this continent, this very 
ofeful and valuable timber attains its higheft ftate of perfection in 
about fifty or fixty years: the natural confequence is, that being of 
a light and porous quality, it will not endure the depredations of 
time, in any degree equal to that which advances by flow degrees to 
maturity. I have heard it afferted, by perfons of undoubted know- 








* * Notwithftanding the climate of North America is Jefs favour- 
able to the conftitution of negroes than the European fettlements 
in the Torrid Zone, they neverthelefs increafe rapidly in a!moft 
every part of that extenfive continent. The laft importation of 
flaves into Maryland was, as I am credibly informed, in the year 
1769; and though great loffes have been fuftained in confequence 
of the war, and defertions to the Britifh ftandard, their numbers are 
at Jeaft doubled fince that time, without any foreign fupply. To 
account for a circumftance, apparently fo improbable, it muft be 
obferved, that on the American continent, the planters generally 
adopted a more liberal mode in their African intercourfe, than has 
been purfued in the iflands. They did not import flaves for the 
fupply of foreiga fettlements, but purchafed for their own imme- 
diate ufe, without any particular preference to either fex. The 
confequence is obvious, they have multiplied in a due proportion ; 
and notwithftanding the occafional feverity of the climate, and the 
recent calamities of war, their numbers are fully fufficient for their 
refpective occupations.’ 
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ledge and experience, that an Englith thip, formed of folid and welle 
feafoned materials, is worth more after a fervice of twenty years, 
than the generality of American veffels that have failed only feven. 

The variablenefs of the Englith climate, of which invalids 
fo often complain, appears to be nothing in comparifon with 
what is experienced in America ; where, according to the poe~ 
tical remark of this writer, ‘ Summer may be faid to be feated 
in the lap of winter.’ 

A letter from New York takes notice of the averfion of 
Jobfters to the noife of war: 

‘ Lobfters of a prodigious fize were, till of late, caught in vaft 
numbers: but it is a fact, furprifing as it may appear, that, fince 
the late in¢eflant cannonading, they have entirely forfaken the 
coaft, not one having been taken or feen, fince the commencement 
of hoftilities.’ 

None of the letters contained in this volume were originally 
intended for the public eye, but are printed at the requeft of 
friends ; who, by this publication, have not impeached their 
judgment, while, by the long lift of fubfcribers affixed, they 
have fhewn their refpe€t for the author. 


_— 





Arr. III. The Deferiptions and Charaéers of the different Difeafes of 
the Human Body ; to which is added, an Arrangement of the Me- 
dicines and Preparations in the London Pharmacopeeia, accord- 
ing to their reipective Virtues: being the Firft Volume of the 
Franklinian Improvement of Medicine ; or, an Attempt, accord- 
ing to Dr. Franklin’s Predictions, to eftablifh the Means of ren- 
dering Sicknefs and Difeafe lefs injurious, dangerous, and fatal 
to Health, and thus of caufing Old Age to be again natural to 
Man. By George Edwards, Efq. M. D. Author of the Aggrand- 
izement of Great Britain, the National Perfection of Finance, the 
Royal Regeneration of Great Britain, and the Difcovery of the 
Eighteenth Century*. 4to. 10s. 6d. Boards. Ridgway. 


Some idea of what Dr. E. wifhes to be adopted under the 

_ name of Franklinian improvement, may be formed from 
reading his addrefs to the parliament, praying for affiftance in 
the accomplifhment of his plan. His words are as follow: 


‘ The three univerfal f{ciences of benevolence, which we denomi- 
nate to be agriculture, mental civilization, and medicine, fhould, 
at the public expence, be cultivated and improved as materially 
and extenfively as poflible ; and the knowledge of them, and the 
various fervices and benefits they afford, fhould be rendered gene- 
ral, and diftributed every where through fociety for the good of the 
community. ‘They are the three moft beneficial fciences to man- 
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* See Rev. vol. Ixxix. p.152.—New Series, vol. iv. p- 69, and 
735 and vol, vi. p. 354. 
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kind ; for they are what afford us food, what inform and direct the 
mind, what preferve health, or cure diforders ; and they not only 
perform thefe important fervices, but they afford them to every in- 
dividual, and are, therefore, denominated univerfal, differing 
from the other ufeful and praétical fciences of public welfare, that 
they are neceflarily and effentially wanted in fociety for the benefit 
of each citizen who compofes the community. We can do without 
a good government, at leaft good government is one of tHe rareft 
bleflings fociety enjoys. We are not always wanting the affiftance 
of lawyers, or we fhould be miferable beings. We are not always 
wanting the interference of politicians with che interefts of other 
nations, as minifters, in general, feem to apprehend. We do not 
always ftand in need of the exercife of the art of finance ; for we 
are fure, in a well-regulated ftate, and under a right-conducied go- 
vernment, there is no occafion for an endlefs funded debt to carry 
on war; and even the prefent immenfe debt of the nation, we 
dare, ourfelves, engage wholly to fet to rights. We have no occa- 
fion to place the dependence of the interefts of fociety on commerce, 
though this certainly is very favourable to its welfare. But the 
fituation of man is widely different with refpect to thofe, which we 
call the three univerfal fciences of benevolence.’ 


Refpctiing the mode of perfecting thefe fciences, it is ob- 
ervéd: 





_ © The preceding univerfal fciences of benevolence, we have, in a 
particular manner, attempted to cultivate and bring to perfection : 
we therefore propofe to add fome farther obfervations concerning 
them. They may, we are certain from experience, be readily im- 
roved to a much greater extent than they are at prefent; be ren- 
dered infinitely more ferviceable ; and the adequate knowledge of 
them in fimple and engaging tratts, or fyftems, eafy to underftand, 
be univerially conveyed and diftributed through fociety, with all 
the great advantageous effects which are expected by us. If fome 
perfons did not underftand thofe tracts, not being able to read, they 
woovhd learn them from others, who did; and the whole foon be 
rendered of general ufe. However, public aifliftance is neceflary to 
cultivate and improve thofe fciences, and diffufe their bleflings fo 
extenfively, that all individuals in general may partake of them. 
The tracts above-mentioned, formed into correfponding iyftems, 
are a principal means of accomplifhing thefe important: purpofes. 
For the people in general, as they require the fervices of mental 
civilization, or the adequate knowledge of agriculture, and the 
greateft part of the medical faculty, as they have occafion to learn 
their art, cannot poffibly attend colleges, or be informed and fup- 
plied by books of learning, which they do not uncerftand: nor are 
leCtures, we affirm, in any refpect adequate to teach the great and 
comprehenfive {ciences of agriculture, medicine, and mental civi- 
lization. However, though celleges and lectures are inadequate 
means, the advancement of thofe three important public objeéts de- 
pends upon means, which are as {cientific, and of as arduous, or 
of much more an arduous nature than what for promoting different 
{ciences are afforded by colleges and lectures: and thofe objects, 
on 
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on account of their great importance, ought furely to be more at- 


tended to than any others. i 
‘ To form and compofe the above fyftems in a proper manner, 


which are neceflary to fupply the place of colleges and lectures for 
promoting agriculture, mental civilization, and medicine, there muft 
be men provided for the purpofe of a particular and fuitable turn 
and genius: and we engage there are men very fuflicient, who will 
accomplifh the fame within no very long period, without difficulty, 
according to the propofed intention of the tracts, Though it is the 
moft difficult part of the tafk, we will fuperintend and direct the 
execution of thete defigns, and anfwer for them in practice, pro- 
ducing in the moft eifectual manner all the numerous and ineftima- 
ble bleflings, which the three univerfal fciences of benevolence can 
render to mankind. We have produced almoft all the elements of 
each of thefe iciences in our different publications,’ 

The perfons, by whom thefe tracts or fyftems are to be 
compofed, muit be ‘ in every refpect adequately qualified for 
the purpofe, and liberally fpported at the expence of govern- 
ment.’ Their fyftems, after having received proper fanétions 
are to be fold without any other expence or profits accruing 
from the prices of them, than the coft of paper, print, and the 
ufual.allowances to bookfellers; and an act of parliament is 
to be pafled, containing all regulations and injunétions re- 
quifite for enforcing their proper and adequate ufe. —~Such is 
the outline of a plan, againft which many objections may be 
urged; and the execution of which may, perhaps, be found 
impracticable :—but we mean not to obftrué the trial. 

The remaining, and principal, part of Dr. Edwards’s book 
deferves praife. It contains fhort and accurate defcriptions of 
the different difeafes to which the human body is liable. It is 
written in Latin, and will repay the attention of the medical 


{tudents. 04 





Art. IV. Voyages and Travels of an Indian Interpreter and Trader, 
defcribing the Manners and Cuftoms of the North American In- 
dians; with an Account of the Potts fituated on the River St. 
Laurence, Lake Ontario, &c. ‘To which is added, a Vocabu- 
lary of the Chippeway Language; Names of Furs and Skins, in 
Englifh and French; a Lift of Words in the Iroquois, Mohegan, 
Shawanee, and Efquimeaux Tongues; and a Table, thewing 
the Analogy between the Algonkin and Chippeway Languages. 
By J. Long. 4to. pp.295. 15s. Boards. Robfon, &c. 1791, 


R. LONG has been an Indian trader and interpreter during 
above twenty years, but appears to have purfued that 
courfe of life unfuccefsfully. From what caufes his ill fortune 
proceeded, we have no clear information, nor is it our bufinefs 
to fuggeft, farther than that degree of curiofity prompts, which 
1S 
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js common to all readers, who neceflarily proportion their 
credit to information, by their knowlege of the informant. 
From his own pen, however, we collect that he has been 
frolickfome in his time; as he once narrowly efcaped * chang- 
ing his climate,’ according to Indian phrafeology, as the 
victim of Indian jealoufy *; and, again, incurred the rifk of 
military punifhment at Michillimakinac +, for an attempt to 
fmuggle two fquaws into the fort, as a hogfhead of bottled 
porter, which failed by the cafk flipping, and the head flying 
out:—but to balance any unfavourable inference from fuch 
confeflions, may be oppofed a refpectable lift of fubfcribers to 
his work; which, as fub{fcription is not fo current now as in 
former days, will certainly operate in fome degree as a fanc- 


tion to the fidelity of his pen. 

In relating his feveral expeditions, Mr. L. has furnifhed a 
variety of information refpecting the interior parts of North 
America that are frequented by the Indian traders ; interfperfed 
with anecdotes of Indian manners, and the mode of trading 
with them. He alfo thus defcribes the duty and hardfhips to 
which he was expofed : 

« But before I begin to relate my fecond adventure, I cannot 
forbear making fome obfervations on the hardfhips attending an 
Indian life, particularly as an interpreter and trader. 

* My falary was about one hundred and fifty pounds per annum, 
which I certainly deferved, confidering the knowledge I had of the 
Chippeway language. 

« Iwas fent into the Inlands wich only corn and hard greafe, 
without any other provifions I could rely on; for as to fifth and 
other animal food, the former in a great meafure depends on the 
feafon, the latter on the arrival of favages; and though in ge- 
neral I was faccefsful in aquatic purfuits, and received frequent 
fupplies from the Indians, it was a precarious mode of fubfiftence, 
and at Lac ba Mort I fuffered great hardfhips. 

‘ I had fixteen men, and an Indian and his wife occafionally with 
me, to feed and govern, and on the continuance of their health my 
exiftence in a great meafure depended. As it was my coniftant duty 
to be in the way, in cafe of the arrival of favages, being the only 
one who could talk their language, I had few opportunities of 
hunting, neither corld 1 go far abroad to examine whether the 
Canadians did their duty or not: 1 was therefore always full of 
anxiety, and rejoiced when the fpring returned to fet me free. 

* The conftant attention neceflary in taking care of the goods to 
prevent depredations, the continual fears and apprehenfions of being 
plundered by a fet of intoaicated beings; always liable to infults, 
without daring to refent them; and when I had bartered all m 
merchandize, and made a fuccefsful trip— feeling a painful folici- 
tude till the fruits of my labours were fafely delivered to my em- 
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ployers. Upon the whole, perhaps no fituation can be more 
diftreffing, and it has often filled my mind with furprize when [ 
reflecied on the engagement | entered into, which confumed the 
prime of my days in a traffic, the dangers and fatigues of which 
fcarce any falary could compenfate. I believe nothing but the flat- 
tering idea of thinking myfelf fuperior to others as an interpreter, 
prompted me to continue ina ftation fo fatiguing to fepport, and fo 
difficult to execute; and J cannot but conclude with this obfervation : 
—That however cenfurable a man may be for indulging even this 
degree of pride, the liberal mind will cafily pardon the prefump- 
tion, as they know he alone is the fufferer; and as {elf-opinion 
governs the purfuits of mankind, the individual who is molt ia- 
fluenced by it, muft ftand or fall by the confequences.’ 

The accounts given to us by Mr. Long and other writers, of 
the hoftile manners of the Indians, feveral inftances of which 
are here recorded, are horrid to read, and cancel all the en- 
comiums pafled on their magnanimity, eloquence, and hofpi- 
tality, during peace. They want no European affiftance to 
wear each other out. ‘Therefore, until their favage propen- 
fities alter, inftead of deploring the wafting and extindtion of 
their tribes, the fooner they give way to fettlers of more fociable 
habits, the better will it be for the interefts of humanity. Like 
the fierce animals of the woods, their way of life excludes all 
poflibility of population ; they muft be few, becaufe they require 
extenfive ranges of wildernefs to fupply them with prey: the 
different tribes muft be unfocial and hoftile; for good neighbour- 
hood would ftarve them all. If any neighbouring people, there- 
fore, whoever they may be, encroach on their hunting- 
grounds by cultivation, both policy and humanity will juftify 
the ufurpation: fuch invafion of barbarous claims ought, 
neverthelefs, to be made as amicably as poffible. The hunters 
are free to adopt cultivation on their part, if they chufe it, and 
the example is before their eyes: but they have hitherto been 
reprefented as conftitutionally averfe to it. We well know 
the obftinacy of favage habits in the hunters of our own 
country: but as to any fuppofed unfitnefs of the North Ame- 
ricans to become fettlers, like that of carnivorous animals to 
fubfift by grazing, it is contradicted by fact. The prefent 
favages in America, are what the inhabitants of Europe were 
many centuries ago; and though they have all our improve- 
ments immediately before their eyes, the tranfition is too great 
for them to make at once. ‘The fierce, ftubborn, irritable 
difpofition of rude minds in Europe required to be tempered by 
the iron hand of power, and the terrors of fuperftition, before 
they yielded to the cool dictates of reafon; and two pafiages 
in the volume before us will illuftrate this reprefentation. 
‘he Europeans who firft adventured into America, though 
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they found the fouthern inhabitants already formed into com- 
munities, and lefs ferocious than the northern, were many 
centuries beforehand with the poor natives in the improvements 
of life, but had not themfelves rifen above the dominion of the 
darkeft fuperftition. The intercourfe between them was 
therefore what might be expected from fuch an unequal meet- 
ing. The Europeans availed themfelves, to the utmoft, of their 
fuperiority, to feize the valuable metals, and other productions 
which they found there,—enflaved the natives to procure more, 
and forced their religion on them by fire and fword, to com- 

lete their fubjection, under the femblance of kindnefs to their 
fouls. Thefe direful operations and this intercourfe are flowly 
producing their effects; for the Indians around us are learning 
to fettle. To the inftances which we have heretofore found in 
the old Britifh colonies, may now be added thofe furnifhed by 
Mr. Long, from our Canadian acquifition: the firft is that of 
the Cahnuaga Indians: | 


* The favages of this nation, who are called the praying Indians, 
from the circumftances of their chiefs wearing crucifixes, and going 
through the ftreets of Montreal with their beads, begging alms, 
feparated long fince from the Mohawk and River Indians, and for 
a confiderable time after their feparation, carried on an illicit trade 
between Albany and Montreal. The village contains about two 
hundred houfes, which, though they are chiefly built of ftone, have 
a mean and dirty appearance. The inhabitants amount to about 
eight hundred, and (what is contrary to the general obfervation on 
the population of Indians) are continually increafing. It is confidered 
as the moft refpeétable of all the Indian villages, and the people are 
in a great degree civilized and induftrious. ‘They fow corn, and 
do not depend like other nations folely upon hunting for fupport ; 
but at the fame time, they are not fond of laborious work, con- 
ceiving it only fuited to thofe who are lefs free, and retaining fo 
much of their primeval valour and independence as to annex the 
idea of flavery to every domeftic employment. Their hunting 
gronnes are within the United States, at a confiderable diftance 

rom the village, round Fort George, ‘Ticenderago, and Crown 
Point, where they kill beaver and deer, but not in fuch great 
abundance at prefent as they did formerly, the country being better 
inhabited, and the wild animals, from the prefent ftate of popula- 
tion, being obliged to feek a more diflant and fecure retreat. 
The tkins they obtain are generally brought down to Montreal, 
and either fold for money, or bartered for goods. It is not impro- 
bable, that in a few years there will not be many good hunters 
among them, as they are extravagantly fond of drefs, and that too 
of the moit expenfive kind. ‘Their fondnefs for this luxury, which 
the profits arifing from the lands they let out to the Canadians 
enable them to indulge, contributes to make them more idle; 
and in proportion as their vanity increafes, eafe and indolence are 
the more eagerly courted and gratified, infomuch that hunting is 
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in danger of being totally abandoned. Their religion is Catholic, 
and they have a French prieft; or, as the Chippeway Indians 
term it, ** The Mafter of Life’s Man,” who inftructs them, and 

erforms divine fervice in the Iroquois tongue. Their devotion 
imprefled my mind too powerfully to fuffer it to pafs unnoticed, 
and induces me to obferve that great praife is due to their paftors, 
who by unwearied affiduity, and their own exemplary lives and 
converfation, have converted a favage race of beings from heathenif{m 
to Chriftianity, and by uniformity of conduct, continue to preferve 
both their religion and themfelves in the efteem of their converts: 
an example worthy of imitation, and amounting to an incontro- 
vertible proof that nature, in her moft degenerate ftate, may be 
reclaimed by thofe who are fincere in their endeavours, gentle in 
their manners, and confiftent in the general tenor of their behaviour. 
And it is to be expected, and certainly moft ardently to be withed, 
that the favage temper among them may in time be more effectually 
fubdued, their natural impetuofity foftened and reftrained, and 
their minds weaned from their unhappy attachment to the ufe of 
ftrong liquors; their indulgence in which is frequently attended 
with che moft melancholy and fatal confequences.’ 


Thefe Indians have advanced many degrees toward civiliza- 
tion, beyond their hunting anceftors and brethren, and may 
reafonably be‘ fuppofed not to ftop fhort in their progrefs to- 
ward afferting the dignity of man. Let us now attend to the 
prefent ftate of thofe who are called the Loretto Indians: 


« About nine miles from Quebec there is a village inhabited by 
the Loretto Indians, who are properly of the nation of the Hurons. 
They embraced Chriftianity through the means of the Jefuits, and 
follow the Catholic religion. The women have remarkable good 
voices, and fing hymns in their own language molt charmingly. 
They cultivate the ground, and bring the produce to market; and 
in their manners they are the moft innocent and harmlefs of all the 
favages in North America. Their houfes are decent, and buile 
after the Canadian fafhion; they are an exception to the generality 
of Indians, feldom drinking any {pirituous liquors; they are for 
the moft part tall, robult people, and well-fhaped; have fhore 
black hair, which is fhaved off the forehead from ear to ear, and 
wear neither caps nor hats. With regard to their beards, though 
they are fcarcely vifible, they have them in common with all the 
tribes of favages; but having an averfion to excrefcences, they 
carefully pluck out every hair from the upper jaw and chin with 
brafs wire, which they twift together in the form of pincers; and it 
is well known that all traders carry out that article of commerce 
for this exprefs purpofe.’ 


We here, moreover, find a corroborating proof, to add to 
others formerly cited, that the native Americans are not defti- 
tute of beards, as hitherto has been the current opinion; all 
the difference between us, is refolvable into fafhion; we mow, 
and they eradicate. 
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As a charateriftic inftanee of the natural talents and difpo- 
fition on which Improvement has to work in the American 
Indians, compared with thofe of the native Africans, in whom 
neither force, kindnefs, nor common experience, have ever yet 
effected any alteration, we fhall cite a whimfical, but ftrik- 
ing, adventure between a Britith officer and an Indian: 


* An Indian known by the name of Silver Heels, from his fuperior 
agility, as well as his admirable fineffe in the art of war, and who 
had killed more of the enemy than any one of the tribes in alliance 
with Great Britain, accidentally came into the fort* juft before a 
foldier was to receive his punifhment of 500 lafhes for drunkennefs, 
and expreffed his difpleafure that a man fhould be fo fhamefully dif- 
graced. He went up to the commanding officer, and afked him what 
crime the foldier had committed: the officer not chufing to be quef- 
tioned, ordered one of his men to fend Silver Heels away, and to 
inform him that the company of Indians was not agreeable on fuch 
occafions; Wa! wa! or, Oh! ho! replied the favage, but what is 
the warrior tied up for? For getting drunk, anfwered the foldier:— 
Is that all? faid Silver Heels, then provide another fet of halberts, 
and tie up your chief, for he gets drunk twice aday. Having faid 
fo, he inftantly left the fort, telling the foldier he fhould quickly 
return, to endeavour to prevent the punifhment being inflicted. 
Soon after the delinquent was tied up, and the drummers in waiting 
to obey orders, Silver Heels returned; and going up to the officer, 
with a tomahawk and fcalping knife, faid to him, Father, are you 
a warrior, or do you think yourfelf fo? If you are brave, you will 
not foffer your men to ftrike this foldier whilft I am in this forr. 
Let me advife you not to {pill the good Englith blood which to-morrow 
may be wanted to oppofe an enemy.—The officer, turning upon 
his heel, anfwered with an indignant look, that the foldier had 
tranfgreffed, and muft be flogged.—Well! replied Silver Heels, 
then flog him, and we fhall foon fee whether you are as brave a 
warrior as an Indian. 

« About two days after, the officer was riding fome diftance from 
the fort, and Silver Heels was lying flat on his ftomach, according 
to his ufual cuftom when he watched to furprize an enemy. The 
officer pafled without perceiving him, when he inftantly {prung up, 
and laying hold of the horfe’s bridle, told the officer to difmount 
and fight him. The officer judging it improper to rifk his life 
againit a favage, refufed to difmount, and endeavoured to fpur his 
horfe. Silver Heels perceiving his intention, tomahawked the 
horfe, who fell down fuddenly, and the officer rolled on the ground 
without being hurt. Now, fays Silver Heels, we are on equal terms, 
and, as you have a brace of piftols and a fword, you cannot have 
any objection to fight me. The officer ftill refufing, Silver Heels 
told him, that he thought himfelf a warrior when he ordered one of 
his White flaves to be flogged for a breach of martial Jaw, but that 
he had now 4, 3 the character he then affumed, or he certain! 
would have fought him: and looking very fternly, added, that he 
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had a great mind to make him change his climates; but as that 
mode of proceeding would not anfwer his purpofe, and fufficieatly 
expofe him among his brother warriors, he might walk home as 
foon as he pleated; and that to-morrow morning he would come to 
the fort with the horfe’s fcalp, and relate the circumitance. The 
officer was rejoiced to efcape fo well, though he was obliged to walk 
a diftance of three miles. 

‘ The next morning Silver Heels arrived, and afked to fee the 
officer, but was denied admiflion into his prefence. Some of his 
brother officers came out, and enquired his bufinefs; he related to 
them the circumitance between the officer and himfelf, and exhi- 
bited the trophy; adding, that to-morrow he intended going to 
war, and fhould make a point of taking an old woman prifoner, 
whom he fhould fend to take the command of the fort, as the great 
chief was only fit to fight with his dog, or cat, when he was eating. 
lett they fhould have more than him. Then atking for fome ram 
(which was given him), he left the fort to fulfil his promife, bue 
was foon after killed in an engagement, fighting manfully at the 
head of a party of Mohawks, near the Bloody Pond, joining to 
Lord Loudon’s road, in the way to Albany.’ 


Mr. L.’s obfervations, refpecting the fituation of the loyalifts 
eftablifhed in Canada, are fenfible, and claim attention: 


« The fettlements of loyalifts in Canada bid fair to be a valuable 
acquifition to Great Britain; and in cafe of a war with the United 
States, will be able to furnifh not only fome thoufands of veteran 
troops, but a rifing generation of a hardy race of men, whofe prin- 
ciples during the laft war ftimulated them to every exertion, even 
at the expence of their property, family, and friends, in fupport of 
the caufe they fo warmly efpoufed. There was, however, when [ 
refided in the country, one caufe of complaint, which, though it 
may not immediately affect the welfare and profperity of the prefent 
inhabitants, or prevent an increafe of population, in proportion to 
the unlocated lands, is big with impending danger, and which, for 
the fatisfaGtion of the public, I fhall endeavour to explain. 

* All the land from Point au Baudet (the beginning of the 
loyalift fettlemen’s on the River St. Laurence), to the head of the 
bay of Kenty, which at this period, 1 am informed, contains at leaft 
ten thoufand fouls, is faid to be liable to the old feudal fyitem of 
the French feigneuries; the lords of which claim title to receive 
fome rent, or exercife fome paramount right, which, though it may 
be at prefent very infignificant, and which perhaps may never be in- 
filted on, renders every man dependent on the lord of the manor, and, 
in procefs of time, as land becomes more valuable, the railing thefe 
rents, or the exercife of thefe rights, may occafion frequent dif- 
putes: I think therefore, with fudmiffion to our government, that 
as many hundreds of Americans are now fettled there, and doubr- 
lefs many more may occafionally migrate from the United States, 
either from being difgufted with the polity of the country, or from 
an idea of reaping greater benefits as fubjeéts of Great Britain, it 
behoves us to remove every obftacle of fubferviency, and either by 
purchafe, or any other mode Adminiftration fhall think fit to adopt, 
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render all the lands in Canada, granted to Joyalift fubje&s, or 
others who have, or may voluntarily take the oaths of allegiance, 
as free as thofe in Nova Scotia. 

* Men who have been engaged in their country’s caufe from the 
beft of principles, fhould have every poflible indulgence; and in 
proportion as they have been deprived of comforts by the defola- 
tion of war, they fhould be recompenfed without any partial re- 
firi€tions, and the remainder of their days rendered as happy as the 
government they live under can make them. 

‘ The population of thefe new fettlements, and their parallel 
fituation with Fort Ofwegaiche, Carleton Ifland, Ofwego, and 
Niagra, evince, perhaps, more forcibly than ever, the propriety of 
retaining thefe barriers in our poffeflion, which, in the former part 
of this work, I have fully explained; and as the third townfhip 
alone (which is nine miles fquare) contained, in the year 1787, 
about feventeen hundred inhabitants, it is difficult to fay what 
number of valuable fubjeés that country may hereafter produce; 
certain it is, that it is capable of fupporting multitudes, as the land 
is in general fertile, and on an average produces about thirty 
bufhels of wheat per acre, even in the imperfect manner in which 
it is cleared, leaving all the ftumps about three feet high, and from 
five to ten trees on an acre. ‘T'his mode of clearing is in fact ab- 
folutely neceffary, becaufe new cultivated lands in hot climates re- 

uire fhelter, to prevent the fcorching heat of the fun, which, in its 
fall power, would burn up the feed. It has alfo been found expe- 
dient in ftony ground to let the ftones remain, as they retain a 
moifture favourable to vegetation.’ 

Mr. Long, in return for fome civility received from one of 
the fervants of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, enters into a vin~ 
dication of that company from the charges of difcouraging and 
alienating the natives, and of oppreflive behaviour toward their 
inferior fervants ; charges which have repeatedly been brought 
againft them. He adds, 


‘ It has unfortunately happened that the company’s enemies have 
been frequently of their own houfehold, perfons in whom they 
placed confidence, and entrufted the my/teries of their commerce. 
Differences will naturally arife, and doubrlefs have arifen between 
the governors and their fervants, in which cafe no man is, or ought 
to be, obliged to ftay in a fervice that is difagreeable to him; but 
then it is certainly fufficient to leave the employ, and highly im- 
proper to endeavour to prejudice the intereft he once thought and 
felt it his duty to promote; and [ am of opinion that not a fingle 
tranfaGtion, or circumftance, fhould be revealed that has not an im- 
mediate reference to the caufe of the difagreement, or is neceflary 
to fupport or vindicate a reputation, The prefent governors are 
men of great probity, and probably may not condefcend to take 
notice of thefe heavy charges againft them; but as the moft ex- 
alted virtue may be injured by groundlefs affertions, I truft the 
public will not be difpleafed with any endeavours, however feeble, 
to vindicate the character of fo refpeflable a body. As I do not 
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sntend to. enter on the fubje& more fully, I fhall only entreat the 
reader, if he withes further fatisfaction on this head, to perufe the 
publication of Mr. Robfon, [fee M. Review, vol. vii. p. 75+] who 
was one of the company’s fervants, and who Mr. Umfreville ac- 
knowledges to be a true and impartial writer. From his account 
the reader will judge of the propriety of Mr. Umfreville’s cenfures 
on the conduct of the governors of the Hudfon’s Bay Company. 
A more copious examination of Mr. Umfreville’s publication would 
exceed the limits I have prefcribed to myfelf; and I cannot but 
think that thofe who perufe it will readily perceive how much in- 
juftice he has done to the governors and the company.’ 

It will appear from our account of Mr. Umfreville’s publica- 
tion *, that we did not entertain the higheft idea either of his 
motives or his performance; and we have no conception that 
Mr. L. is himfelf without his motives, afluring him withal, 
that we can have no ill-will to them:—but we freely own, 
we have no predilection for the long-hackneyed application of 
the term my/fery to commercial tranfactions; allowing that it 
may fometimes be honeftly applied. to proper fecrets in manufac- 
tures and handicrafts. ‘The term my/fery, in any fenfe, we be- 
lieve to be feldom ufed but as a cover for fomething that will 
not bear expofure; and we hope it was mifapplied with reference 
to the Hudfon’s Bay Company. 

The vocabularies at the end, which occupy one-third of the 
volume, do not appear likely to be of any great ufe; for thofe 
who would ftudy the Indian languages to much effect, mutt 
learn by the ear rather than by the eye; and the ftructure and 
orthography, admitting the correctnefs of the latter, have 
little that is inviting in them. The volume contains much 
local information, is furnifhed with a good map of the weftern 


parts of Canada, and is very neatly printed. 'y N 





Art. V. Effays Medical, Philofophical, and Experimental. By » 
Thomas Percival, M.D. F.R.S. & A.S. London, &c. && 
Fourth Edition, revifed and enlarged. 8vo. 2 Vols. pp. 
507 and 442. 12s. Boards. Johnion. 1790. 


H1s edition of Dr. Percival’s Effays + is introduced by the 
following advertifement : 


* The ne edition of this work comprehends not only the 
author’s former volumes, of Medical, Philofophical, and Experi- 
mental Effays; but alfo many detached pieces, written at diftant 
times, and on various Occafions, that have been inferted either in 
the tranfactions of fome of the learned focieties, of which he is a 


member, or in other periodical journals. He has attentively re- 
— . a 





———_ 


* See Monthly Review Enlarged, vol.v. p. 134. 
t See Review, vol. lvi, p. 120. . 


Rev. June 1792. L vifed 








138 — Percival’s E/fays, Medical, Philofophical, &€: 


vifed the whole ; has made numerous practical additions ; and cérs 
rected or expunged whatever appeared to be inconfiftent with his 
later experience, and better informed judgment. On certain phi- 
Jofophical fubjeéts, of which he has treated, much light has been 
thrown by fubfequent inquirers. He has not, however, attempted 
to mode! fuch Effays anew; or to weave into their texture difco- 
veries and improvements, made fince the period when they were 
written. For he deems anachronifm, of this kind, to be a viola- 
tion of literary property; and unfavourable to the interefts of 
fcience, by creating perplexity in the view of its progfeffive ade 
vancement.” 

Dr. Percival’s character being well known to the public, and 
the principal part of thefe eflays having already come under our 
review, we fhall content ourfelves with offering a few very 
brief remarks, and fhall fcarcely dwell on any fubjeét, except 
the new matter, which is not in great abundance. 

In the advertifement which we have extracted, Dr. Percival 
tells us, that he has corrected or expunged whatever appeared to 
be inconfiftent with his later experience, and better informed 
judgment. We fear this caution has not been fufficiently ob- 
ferved. We fee not the utility of the firft two eflays, the 
empiric and the dogmatic, each contradi&ting the other, and 
both probably afferting more than the author believes. The 
objection more forcibly affeéts the two eflays on inoculation : 
the doétrines of one are in abfolute oppofition to thofe of the 
other.. In the fecond volume, the advantages of early inocu- 
Jation are practically and inconteftibly proved: in the firft, 
the practice is as decidedly condemned : in truth, in one cafe, 
the author fpeaks from experience and fats; in the other, he 
indulges tn theory and declamation, which his well-informed 
judgment fhould now have rejected. Other inftances might 
be enumerated :—but we have done, 

Of the eflays which are added to this edition, moft have be- 
fore appeared in the memoirs or tranfactions of different fo- 
cieties ; and have, tn courfe, been already noticed by us: this is 
not the cafe with all. In the fecond volume of the Medical 
Memoirs, Dr. Percival publifhed the cafe of a young lady, 
affe&ted with pulmonic complaints, and at the fame time 
pointed out the ill effects of adhering too rigidly to the anti- 
phlogiftic treatment. ‘This is a fubjeét of importance; and 
we fhall extract what ts now farther added, in .confequence of 
the inquiries of a ‘ very ingenious phyfician,’*whofe name is 
not mentioned. 

‘ The young lady, whofe cafe is briefly defcribed in the Memoirs 
bf the Medical Society, vol. IJ. p. 297, (p. 336 of the preceding 
Eflay,) had no ftrumous difpofition. ‘The ufe of myrrh was con- 
tinued, many weeks: geftation was daily employed, when the 
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Weather admitted of it: the often drank porter at her meals: light 
animal food was allowed: fhe was fent into the country, near Man- 
chefter; and afterwards to a friend’s houfe, on the banks of the 
Merfey, diftant only a few miles from the fea. At this time the 
Peruvian bark was adminiftered in the form of pills, combined with 
a little rhubarb and fale of tartar, on account of the weakhefs and 
acidity of her ftomach. . 

‘ I have read, with attention and fatisfaftion, your account of a 
cafe of phthifis pulmonalis, in the London Medical Journal of 1788. 
Bot I cannot concur with you in opinion, that debility is to be con~ 
fidered, folely, as the proximate caufe of this formidable difeafe ; 
though it is fo univerfally a concomitant, as to render the antiphlo- 
giltic treatment, in many cafes, unwarrantable, when carried to any 
extent. Yet I am perfuaded the fymptoms may be fuch, as to in- 
dicate venefection. And I have feen inftantaneous relief, obtained 
from it, when fevere ftitches have occurred, and the patient has 
been in a ftate of dy/pn@a, threatening fuffocation. The wafte of 
the fluids not being proportionate to that of the folids, and the 
action of the heart being much diminifhed, a plethora feems to be the 
neceflary confequence, which nature often attempts to remedy by 
{weats or diarrhaa. Bleeding may, therefore, be occafionally ex- 
pedient, to reftore the equilibrium between the circulating fluids; 
and the powers of the vafcular fyitem. But I believe this expe- 
diency may, for the moft part, be confined to particular emere 
gencies; and that the fame falutary end may be more effectually 
and permanently attained, by fuch means as avgment the vital 
energy. The tonics, however, which are employed, fhould be 
fuch only, as ftimulate in the gentleft degree, otherwife the con- 
tractions of the heart will become quicker inftead of ftronger, the 
circulation through the lungs will be rendered more imperfect, and 
the vital powers will fultain a lafting injury. , 

‘ If it be true that the fweats, in the pArhifs pulmonalis, are efs 
forts of nature, to obviate the proportionate fuperabundance of the 
fluids, it will follow that they fhould not entirely be reftrained. In- 
deed they are the crifis of the nocturnal fever, which occurs. And when 
the patient rifes from his bed fo early, as to anticipate their coming 
on, he will experience a fubfequent aggravation of his moft diftreil- 
ing hedlic fymptoms. A diarrh@a will alfo be the probable confe- 
quence, which waites the ftrength more than the moft profufe fweat- 
ings; not only by carrying off what fhould be converted into nutri- 
ment, but by producing an atonia of thofe organs, whofe integrity 
is eflential to the vigour of the body. We fhould be folicitous, 
therefore, to moderate rather than to f{upprefs the cutaneous evacua- 
tions: a bifcuit fteeped in wine, a draught of porter, or a dofe of 
the folution of myrrh, now fo generally ufed, will often fucceed, 
When adminiftered at the commencement of the perfpiration/ and 
after it has continued gently, for fome time, the patient may change 
his coverings; rife from his bed; and he will thus find himfelf ra- 
ther refrethed than debilitated by the perfpiration. 

_* A recommendation of wine, in the pulmonary confamption, will 
be alarming to many practitioners. But let it be recollected, that 
2 It 
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it is the molt efficacious antiphlogiftic, in the burning fever of the 
angina maligna ; and that the ftomach is familiarized to its ftimulus, 
by the daily habit of drinking it at our meals, When it is admi- 
niftered however to phthifical patients, the moft accurate attention 
.fhould be paid to its effects on the pulfe. Experience will then be 
our guide, and I believe, if the ufe of it be confined to the period 
of languor, which always fucceeds the pneumonic pyrexia, we fhall 
do good, without incurring the rifque of injury. 1 have lately had, 
under my care, a lady, who has been long fubje& to bemoptyfs, 
and whofe lungs are fo delicate, that fhe fuffers a relapfe, whenever 
fhe breathes a clofe warm air, for any length of time. She has 
ftritly confined herfelf, many years, to a vegetable diet; and 
finds that even a flight indulgence in animal food occafions a con- 
fiderable degree of fever, and fometimes a frefh hemorrhage. But 
fhe drinks daily, with advantage, feveral glaffes of red port wine. 
Rhenith, or old hock, mixed with Seltzer water, forms a pleafant, 
cooling, and tonic beverage, in hectical diforders. Though I have 
objected to the ufe of nitre, in the paper before referred to, the 
faline mixture, efpecially when given in the ftate of effervefcence, 
is highly falutary, in the febrile paroxy{ms of pulmonary con- 
fumption. It produces a grateful fenfation in the ftomach, and is 
fedative, without being debilitating. Myrrh may very commo- 
dioufly, and with good effeéts, be combined with it. Indeed I regard 
this remedy as the moft ufeful, which modern praétice has adopted 
in confumptions. Yet when the Rev. Dr. Griffith firft communi- 
cated to me the MS. of his father concerning it, before his Work 
on Heétic and Slow Fevers was publifhed, I entertained many 
doubts of the propriety or even fafety of adminiftering it. And 
before I ventured to follow fo novel a praétice, I confulted Sir John 
Pringle ; whofe letter, on the occafion, I happened to look into, a 
few days.ago. ‘* As for Dr. G.’s publication, it was certainly with 
Sir George Baker’s approbation and mine; though for my part I 
had no experience of his medicines, and fhould never, from theory, 
have prefcribed them. But as the author was believed to be an 
honeft man; and as I have more regard to experience, and the ob- 
fervations of old and plain phyficians, than to my own {fpecula- 
tions, I made no difficulty in giving my advice, for the publication 
of this little book.”.—This paragraph I copy, as a pleafing proof 
of Sir John Pringle’s candour, and as an example worthy of imi- 
tation by thofe, who are wedded, from long habit, to the anti- 
phlogiftic treatment of the pulmonary confumption. 

‘ In a paper communicated to Dr. Duncan, and inferted in the 
Medical and Philofophical Commentaries, vol. V. p. 166, I have 
recommended the flowers of zinc, in the diforder now under our 
confideration: and this remedy, though a powerful tonic, neither 
increafes heat, nor quickens the vibrations of the pulfe. 

* Near twenty years ago, in a confultation which I had with my 
Jate excellent friend Dr. Fothergill, on the cafe of a delicate young 
lady, labouring under the phthifis pulmonalis, I remember he re- 
commended the Buxton waters to her. I objeéted to the ufe of 
them, on account of their heating quality, and he was much fur- 
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prized, on being afflured by me, that they raifed my pulfe from 
eighty to a hundred and nine vibrations in a minute, when taken 
in a full quantity. But experience has now convinced me, that 
many medicines, ufually denominated heating, are adminiftered 
with advantage, in fome ftages of pulmonary confumption, And 
as the Buxton water might be fingularly ufeful in cafes that origi- 
nate from intemperance, in which the ftomach and liver are affect- 
ed, in conjunction with the lungs, and the patient would fink into a 
ftate of languifhment and defpondency by the fudden and total 
difufe of what is cordial, I have propofed the following queries to a 
judicious practitioner of the place: ‘* Have you feen the Buxton wa- 
ter ufed, in the heétical period of phrhifis pulmonalis ? —What have 
been its effeéts ?—Have you tried it in the more f{purious pulmo- 
nary confumption, arifing from ebriety ?—What have been its ef- 
feéts under fuch circumftances ?”’ 

* The anfwer, which I have received, is, in fubftance, as fol- 
lows. ‘* In all the cafes, which have fallen under my obfervation 
of genuine phthifs, and in all the ftages of that diforder, the Bux- 
ton waters have appeared to me to be injurious. On the contrary [ 
have feen the beit effects produced by them, in various cafes, where 
the ftomach has been impaired by ebriety ; where the liver has been 
affefted ; and a bad cough has attended, together with a copious 
and even purulent expectoration. Such cafes I have, again and 
again, feen wonderfully relieved by the ufe of our waters.” 

‘ In treating on a fubje& fo interefting to the profeflion, and 
which has often engaged my ferious and very anxious attention, I 
have gone into a much longer detail than was my defign, when I fat 
down to write to you. I fhall therefore haften to relieve you and 
myfelf, from the prolixity of this letter, by offering my beft withes 
for the fuccefs of your undertaking, and by exprefling my hope that 
a due medium may be happily pointed out between the extremes of 
the cooling and of the heating regimen.’ 

The tenth eflay in the fecond volume contains * hints to- 
wards the inveftigation of the nature, caufe, and cure of the 
Rabies Canina.’ Thefe are addrefled to Dr. Haygarth, in 
confequence of his propofal for obviating the effects of the bite 
of a mad dog, by wafhing away the poifon by a ftream of 
water poured on the wound from a confiderable height. Dr.’ 
Percival thinks that we err in fuppofing the fymptoms, follow- 
ing the application of canine virus, to arife from its abforption. 
He imagines the caufe of the difeafe to be fimilar to that of te- 
tanus, originating from the local irritation of a nerve under pe- 
culiar circumftances, This is to us an unpleafant view of the 
matter, as it leaves no methods of forefeeing the approach of 
this complaint, nor any hopes of preventing its attack. Ab- 
forption may be hindered: but how is the local irritation of a 
nerve to be avoided, after it is actually wounded? We think, 
however, that Dr. Percival’s fuppofition cannot be fupported. 
The conftant diftance of time from the bite to the appearance 
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of hydrophobia ; the regular occurrence of the fame fymptoms, 
however different the fituation or function of the bitten pare 
may be; the accefs of thofe fymptoms equally after large or 
{mall wounds; whether lacerated or fimply divided ; whether 
difcharging to the time of the difeafe, or immediately healed 
without any perceptible degree of inflammation: thefe are cir- 
cumftances which prove the caufe of the difeafe to be different 
from that of tetanus. —Nor is it any argument in favour of the 
doétor’s hypothefis, to urge, that the fymptoms of hydraphobia 
and tetanus are alike nervous or fpafmodic. We are not to be 
informed that convulfive or fpafmodic fymptoms, fimilar to 
thofe following the bite of a mad dog, exift from other caufes : 
they do fo: but they do not conftitute the fame difeafe :—the 
one is curable, or rather is often cured: the other, we fufpect, 
never has been cured, It is in vain, then, to tell us of cures of 
hydrophobia arifing from mental impreffions, &c. ;—-and to call 
in Morgagni as an auxiliary. Had the Doctor wanted afift- 
ance on this occafion, he might have cited an authority ren- 
dered venerable by its antiquity. In the time of Celius 4ure- 
lianus, it was doubted whether hydrophobia was a difeafe of the 
mind or of the body: Czlius thought that both were difeafed, 
and that the ftomach and inteftines were the principal fuffering 
parts. Arguments have been frequently urged in favour of 
the practice of the ancients in hydrophobia; and hence we 
are induced to fearch among them for remedies, in confequence 
of their accounts of cures in this difeafe:—but if we examine 
with accuracy, we fhall generally fee reafon to fuppofe that they 
miftook fome other difeafe for hydrophobia; and, confequently, 
that their judgment requires cenfure, rather than that their 
practice demands praife. Of this kind is the account, given 
(by Diofcorides) of Themifou, the founder of the Methodic fe ; 
who became mad by attending on one of his hydrophobic friends, 
and who was afterward, with great pains, cured ;—and Cz- 
lius gives even a more old-womanifh hiftory of the bufinefs ; 
for he adds, that afterward, as often as Themifon attempted 
to write on the fubject, he conftantly relapfed. It is no won- 
der that fuch an hydrophobia admitted of cure! 

. To proceed to the method of treating this difeafe: Dr. Per- 
eival advifes to begin with a large dofe of opium, for a reafon 
which is rather curious; ¢ inorder,’ fays he, * to obtain a 


-truce.’ He then thinks the Foxglove might be tried: why? 


we fee nothing to indicate its ufe: ¢ a forcible impreffion,’ it is 
faid, * muft be raifed on the nervous fyftem:’ but not furely- 
an impreffion of any kind whatfoever, Debilitating medicines 
we cannot recommend ; on the contrary, we much more ap- 
prove of the tonic plan, according to Dr. Rufh’s idea. 
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Having contreverted fome of the learned author’s opinions 
refpecting hydrophobia, it is with pleafure that we extract the 
following valuable remarks, which, we are happy to aflure him, 
agree perfetly with our own experience : 


‘ There is a fpecies of chronic dyfury, to which perfons of an 
arthritic or fcorbutic habit, and who have paffed the meridian of 


life, are peculiarly incident. It is often miftaken for the ftone, 
and aggravated by the ufe of lithontriptics. Indeed, it has many 
fymptoms in common with that diforder; fuch as frequent and 
urgent calls to make water; pain at each extremity of the urethra; 
a mucous difcharge; fene/mus; and fometimes a fuppreflion of 
urine. But the patients, who labour under it, feel no uneafy 
weight in the peritoneum, and always void their water with much 
lefs difficulty, in an ere&, than in an horizontal pofture. The 
complaint, alfo, may be further diftinguifhed from the ftone by 
having fhorter intervals of eafe; by more frequently injuring the 
retentive power of the bladder, and by occafioning no fudden in- 
terruption to the ftream of urine, in the abfence of pain. It feems 
to arife from an acrid defluction on the internal coat of the bladder, 
which is thereby rendered fo exquifitely fenfible, that the ftimulus 
of the urine becomes almoft intolerable ; and very frequent efforts 
ate excited to expel it. ‘Thefe efforts, however, fhould be reftrain- 
ed, becaufe they tend to increafe the pain and irritation of the 
bladder, and to prevent the complete difcharge of its contents ; for 
that organ cannot effectually contract itfelf without a due degree of 


previous diftenfion. . 
¢ I have tried various remedies in this diforder, but have found 


none fo fuccefsful as mercury, which feldom fails to afford relief, 
and generally produces a cure, if adminiftered with perfeverance, 
and in fufficient quantity. According to the urgency of the cafe, 
one, two, or three fcruples of the anguentum caruleum fortius fhould 
be rubbed into the thighs every night, till a flight ptyalifm enfues : 
the fymptoms for the moft part abate, before the fpitting comes on, 


and after it has continued a while, they dilappear entirely. 
‘ I was firft induced to adopt this mode of treatment, from my 


experience of the falutary operation of the remedy, recommended 
by Dr. Gilchrift, in a diforder of the bladder, which bears fome 
analogy to that which I have defcribed *; but having found that 
the mercurial pill is apt to difturb the bowels, and confequently 
that it is lefs certain of admiffion into the fyftem, I have, in my later 
practice, preferred the ufe of the umguentum ceruleum. In flighter 
cafes, indeed, I fometimes give half a grain of calomel, with two 
grains of James’s fever se. twice every day; and this {mall 
dofe of mercury, if duly continued, may foffice to effet a cure, 
without producing any falivation, or even forenefs of the mouth. 
In a late inftance, an habitual head-ach, with which a difficulty 
and pain in making water were complicated, gave way to this 
remedy. 
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« From the falutary operation of mercury in the dyfury, it may 
be fufpeéted, perhaps, that the difeafe originated from the dues 
venerea. 1 formerly entertained this idea myfelf; but further ex- 

rience has convinced me, that it has no foundation in more than 


half the cafes which occur; and confequently, in explaining the 
action of the remedy prefcribed, we muft not have recourfe to the 


fecret powers of a {pecific or an antidote.’ 

We cannot conclude this article without exprefling our con- 
viction of the benefits, which medicine and philofophy in ge- 
neral have received from the attention and judgment of Dr.. 


Percival. oO 





Art. VI. A Differtation on the Queruloufne/s of State/men. 8v0. 
pp. 116. 2s. 6d. Longman, &c. 1792. 


| abate one who is converfant with political difcuffions, either 
in print or in parliament, muft have been frequently ftruck 


with the confident warnings of immediate impending ruin, fo- 
Jemnly and continually given to us, to difcredit the national 
meafures of the times. The writer before us, evidently in 
friendfhip with our prefent adminiftration, exhibits a diverting 
feries of thefe awful predi&tions, from a publication called 
Britannia Languens, that appeared one hundred and ten years 
ago, down to Dr. Price, and Mr. Richard Champion, of the 
preferit day. He furnifhes the following key to this queru- 
loufnefs : 

« It is not unworthy of being remarked, that all the ftatefmen, 
and authors, whofe lamentations and prophecies, refpecting the 
finances, have now been noticed, were either out of place, or con- 
nected with perfons who had been deprived of their places, at the 
times they uttered them. They feem to have bequeathed the pfeu- 
do-prophetick art to Mefirs. Fox, Sheridan, and Co. and thefe 
gentlemen will, doubtlefs, give up the practice of it——the very 
ament in which appointments under government fhall be offered 
to them.’ 


Of the wifdom and tendency of fuch condu@, we are told, 


* On marking’‘the junétures at which my countrymen have utter- 
ed their complaints, and their gloomy predictions; on recollecting 
how often the former have been unjuft, and the latter falfe ; and, 
on confidering the motives from which both the former and the lat- 
ter have ufually fprung; I am convinced, that they have proved 
hardly any thing in thofe giving birth to them but folly ; and that 
they have yielded little elfe to the publick than injuries. 

§ They muft, upon the whole, have been marks of folly :—be- 
caufe it is a reproach to any man, to have given rife to a groundlefs 
opinion of his country’s fortune being adverfe ; and, becaufe, at all 
times in which mankind are not divinely infpired, it is out of their 

ower to determine upon what will happen, after the operations of 
immediate known caufes have ceafed.—The affairs of every peo- 
ple 
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le are continually fluctuating. The fpirit of enterprize, of any 
particular people, is never long the fame ; and this fingle circum- 
{tance often renders it impoflible to tell what will be the afpect 
of things at any given period. But, if the given period be a re- 
mote one; and if the calculator take into his account, not only the 
various changes incident to his own country ; but alfo the influence 
which other countries have upon thofe by which they are furround- 
ed; he will foon be led to apprehend, that the chances of erroar 
to which he is expofed are innumerable. J 

‘ They muft have been injurious:—becaufe they have infufed 
diftruft of our government, into nations difpofed to be friendly to 
our ifland ; becaufe they have nourifhed faction among our ftatef- 
men, and promoted difaffeétion among our citizens; in fine, be- 
caufe they have fubtraéted unneceflarily from the tranquillity, and 
the happinefs of the great body of the Britith people. 


Fruftrantur falfis gaudia lachrymulis. 


‘ Thofe perfons are, perhaps, wife, who treat the Jamentations, 
and the prophecies of politicians, as if they were tragedies ; which, 
while they have little of reality in them, ferve to benefit both the 
writers, and the actors; and to amufe, as well as to deprefs, the 
auditors. 

‘ From all that has been advanced, I draw the following concla- 
fion.—Neither the king, nor the people, ought to be, in the 
fmalleft meafure, difquieted, in confequence of the complaints, and 
the predictions, which they may occafionally hear, from fome vain 
author, or fome afpiring ftatefman. As to thofe perfons, by whom 
both the king, and the people, are fo faithfully, and fo effe&ually 
ferved, they ought to lay their account, that they fhall frequently 
«* have their beft fuccefs afcrib’d to Fortune, 

And Fortune’s failures all afcrib’d to them.” 


* And, in the midft of that clamour, which may fometimes arife 
out of the very means employed in condutting their countrymen to 
real and durable greatnefs, it will be of ufe to them to remember, 
that Columbus’s crew murmured, and mutinied, when bound on 
the difcovery of a world.’ 

Far otherwife is the difplay here exhibited as the antidote to 
fuch political poifon : 

‘ The wonder of a well-informed man will not be excited, by 
hearing one affert, even with the moft unqueftionable marks of 
truth, that the good fortune of this country is, at prefent, fuch, 
that her commerce is greater than that of any country in the world. 
For, he muft know, that her commerce has many times exceeded 
that of any other country. Burt, it may excite his wonder, in no 
{mall degree, to be affured, that one may truly affert, that her com- 
merce, at this day, exceeds the commerce of any other country— 
in-a much higher proportion than it did at any paft period.—By her 
inhabitants having, fince the return of peace, caufed merchandize 
to flow, in quick and ample ftreams, along its wonted channels; 
by their having ventured to overleap, or to throw down thofe bar- 


riers, which illiberal prejudices, and a molt pernicious policy, had 
railed ; 
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raifed ; by their having explored regions unfrequented till his pree 
fent Majefty afcended the throne ; and opened an intercourfe with 
nations unheard of till that aufpicious era: a valuable acceflion has 
been made to the refources of the regular trader, and of the mer- 
cantile adventurer of every denomination ; and fo vaft a {pread 
given to the navigation, and the general traffick of the empire, that 
there is not now a confiderable {pace of any fea, or ocean, on which 
the colours of Great Britain do not wave; or a wind that blows 
that is not fraught with fomewhat to blefs her—with materials for 
perfecting her arts, for advancing her fcience, for augmenting her 
wealth, for encouraging her population, for heightening her {plen- 
dour, or for eternizing her fame.’ 

Again, 

* With regard to the objects of their complaints, the fum of what 
has been advanced feems to be: That Great Britain, inftead of be- 
ing reduced, in confequence of the; late war, to a ftate fo deplo- 
rably feeble, that nothing but the extin&tion of her empire can re- 
move her diforder; inftead of being deprived of all means of im- 
provement—nay, and of hope itfelf the Jaft refource of the afflict- 
ed: is now feen receiving every day, greater and greater acceflions 
of profperity, of fame, and of happinefs. Upon the whole, ‘* The 
pofture of her affairs is not only fuch, that hardly one defpondent 
idea can, with propriety, be admitted into a juft defcription of it :” 
It is alfo fuch, as to afford rational expectations of her enduring 
throughout a great many ages; and of her fons beholding better 
times than they have yet beheld—times produé@tive of events fo mo- 
mentous, and fo fplendid, as to add exceedingly to her glory, and 
to furnifh her hiftorians with materials for their brighteft pages. 


Ego me nunc denique natum 
Gratulor. 

* It is thus, that a Briton fhould exprefs himfelf, towards the 
clofe of the eighteenth contury.’ 

All this is pleafing, and we fincerely hope it is true: but 
might not one of thefe evil prophets cover the difgrace of the 
brotherhood by retorting— May not fuch flattering reprefentations 
of our prefent national profperity, calculated doubtle/s for temporary 
purpofes, beas fallacious, as the def{pondency cenfured in the writings 
and {peeches of - aemogge politicians? Who thall decide when 
doctors difagree? We are not fo prefumptuous ; all that we 
gather from obfervation, is, that the nation is pronounced to 
be at the point of death by every political doctor, excepting 
thofe who actually attend on her. She is teized by them all 
in turn, without being either killed or cured, her conftitution 
being ftrong enough to withftand their blunders: but the is 
impoverifhed all the while, by moft uncon/cionable fees for pre- 
{criptions.and drugs. N. 
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VII. 4 Treatife concerning the Properties and Efz@s of Coffee. 
Ant: ‘aie with i oe "“sadidane. By Benjamin Motely, 
bi. D. Phyfician to Chelfea Hofpital, Member of the College 
of Phyficians, London, of the Univerfity of Leyden, of the Ame- 
rican Philofophical Society, &c. &c. Author of a Treatife on 
Tropical Difeafes, Military Operations, and the Climate of the 


Weft Indies. 8vo. pp. 107. 18. Sewell. 12792. 


W?: are obliged to the author of this fenfible and pleafant 
treatife, for reprinting it at the prefent juncture, and for 
adding to the utility of former editions, by prefixing a long 
and well-written preface. The following obfervations are very 
yaluable, juft now, when the attention of the legiflature is 
fo particularly directed to the colonies: 


‘ From the produce of our plantations, that ‘ magnificent pro- 
perty,’ as Monf. Necker terms the French colonies, < which only 
the fuperficial and ignorant affect to undervalue,” this country re- 
ceives great additions to her revenue, and a total fupply of one 
of the moft ufeful articles (perhaps now a neceflary) of life. 
Yet, from the calamities lately infli€ted on fome of them by the 
hand of Providence, and the accumulated burthens which the pub- 
lic neceflities have laid on them all, many of the planters are in- 
volved in ruin ; and thofe who efcape muft owe their deliverance to 
the braveft flruggles of induftrious virtue. 

‘ The population of White inhabitants, which is the great fecu- 
rity of the iflands, confifts chiefly of thofe who cultivate the infe- 
rior ftaple commodities, among which, coffee is now the principal ; 
and this population has always been proportionable to the increafe 
or decreafe of thofe ftaples. Indigo may be inftanced as an ex- 
ample: when indigo was encouraged in Jamaica, before that im- 
politic duty was laid on it, which exterminated the cultivation of it 
in our colonies, and gave it to the French, there were confiderably 
more White inhabitants in that ifland than there are at prefent, 
though the ifland now produces five times the quantity of fugar and 
rum it did at that time. 

‘ The cultivation of coffee requiring but little capital, is an in- 
ducement for peaple of {mall fortunes to fettle io the iflands. It is 
a creditable refuge for the induftrious man, who has been unfortu- 
nate in trade, and to thofe whofe larger fchemes in life have failed. 
~—It is an eafy employment; tne labour light; and many parts of 
it performed by children. The ficuations and foil where it is car- 
ried on mult be dry, and of courfe healthy, to be advantageous. 
Coffee plantations, in particular, may be confidered as a nurfery of 
ufeful inhabitants for the colonies. 

‘ The foil bet fuited for coffee is happily fuch as can be fpared 
from every other purpofe. Large traéts of poor land, which would 
otherwife lie waite and ufelefs, may be rendered as profitable as the 
beft, without the mortality and cafualties attendant on fevere la- 
bour in hot climates. 

‘ The numerous little families which live on coffee plantations, 
and are difperfed in fmall fettlements, in the interior parts of the 
) iflands, 
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iflands, occafion the mountainous and woody lands to be cleared 
and opened; and to be interfeéted with roads and eafy comma- 
nications. 

‘ Thus the refidents live in fafety, and all forts of property ac- 
quire a proportionate value and fecurity. The retreats of fugitive 
negroes are laid open; plunder and depredation prevented ; and 
confpiracies for rebellion are deprived of their hiding -places.—And 
thus the credit of the planter, and fecurity of the merchant, ftand 
on a firm bafis:—thofe commotions being prevented, which have 
fo often difturbed the tranquillity of the iflands, and occafioned the 
ruin of many individuals abroad and at home, to the great defalca- 
tion of that immenfe revenue, which thefe iflands pay to the mo- 
ther country *. 

‘ Befides, the importance of a numerous body of men, to form 
an occafional militia, is evident, to any perfon acquainted with the 
colonies, who muft know how little fatigue and expofure to the fun 
is fufficient to deftroy an unfeafoned ftranger. 

* Inhabitants are always ready in cafe of {udden emergency ; and 
being acquainted with local circumftances, and inured to the cli- 
mate, can perform fervices, which uninformed, raw European 
troops cannot do; and, were intere{t and attachment lefs operative 
confiderations, colonial inhabitants may be depended on ;—many 
inftances of which were exhibited in the events of laft war.’ 

Again, 

* The truth is, that fugar plantations, though they are great 
fources of wealth to their proprietors, as well as to government, do 
not employ a fuflicient number of whiie people for their internal 
fecurity againft the infurreétions of the negroes. ‘The manufacture 
is fimple, and the labour wholly carried on by flaves; and though 
the Deficiency Law of Jamaica direéts, that one White perfon fhall 
be employed for every thirty flaves, under a penalty of thirty 
pounds per annum for every deficiency,—yet this law is often de- 


feated, or the fine fubmitted to; as White fervants are expenfive, 


and a lefs number than that proportion is fufficient for the purpofe 
of making fugar. 

« The cultivation of inferior ftaple commodities is therefore ne- 
eeffary to the very exiftence of the fugar colonies; and I am per- 
foaded will prove to them more beneficial in many refpeéts, than at 
prefent is generally imagined.—Here, then, is an open and grate- 
fol field for colonial patriotifm ; in which the Amor Patrie will nei- 
ther find oppofition from envy, nor difappointment from ingrati- 
tude.—Here is the occafion to demonftrate the love of country, 
and to perpetuate a benefit to mankind, which will never be for- 
gotten ; and if thofe who, from character and {ituation, are entitled 
to attention, will come forward, and point out to the public the 
impofitions it has fuffered from mifreprefentations, and that the in- 
terefts of the fugar colonies are no other than the beft interefts of 





* «The duties and excifes, upon a computation for the year 
1781, amount to about 1,344,312]. fterling, annually, on the pro- 
duce of Jamaica only,’ 
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this country, there will never be wanting fofficient good fenfe in 
the nation, to underftand, that a fubjeét of the realm, exerting his 
induftry at four thoufand miles diftance, may be employed as bene- 
ficially to the ftate, as the manufacturer at home, who lives by 
him ; and is as much deferving the protection of it, as the country 
*fquire, who leaves his fox-hounds, to give a filent vote or two 
during the winter, and retires the remainder of the year to his Sa- 
bine Fields in floth and ignorance.’ 

We wifh that thefe fentiments, which we think to be the 
voice of truth and reafon, may meet with attention; and that, 
inftead of perpetuating mifery in the iflands by the continual 
importation and increafe of flaves, the fafety and happinef& of 
the inhabitants may be infured, by encouraging the induftry 


and promoting the fettlement of free people. - 





Art. VIII. Difcourfes on Hiftorical Subje&s. By the Rev. Mr. Gre- 
gory, M.A. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 103. 28.6d. fewed. Deighton. 1791. 


INCE example has more influence on the mind of man than 
precept, it will not be doubted that hiftorical or biographi- 

cal facts may very properly be made the bafis of practical ad- 
drefles to the people; and perhaps a much more extenfive ule 
might be advantageoufly made of what may be called A:/orical 
preaching, than has hitherto been generally imagined. It was 
not neceflary for the prefent author to appeal to the authority 
of Bafil, or any other ancient writer, to prove that the Scrip- 
tures afford many lively portraits of virtue for our imitation. 
Judgment, however, fhould be exercifed in the feleGtion of in- 
cidents or characters from the Scriptures, as well as in the ap- 
plication of them to the purpofes of moral and religious in- 
ftruction. The fatal effects of jealoufy and envy may be 
forcibly reprefented from Cain’s murder of his brother Abel ; 
and intrepid integrity and piety may be advantageoufly exem- 
plified in the character of Daniel: but it may not be fo eafy to 
deduce important reflections from the narrative of the con- 
fufion of tongues at the tower of Babel; of the Ifraelites pafl- 
ing the Red Sea; of the death of Sifera by the hand of De- 
borah ; and of the deliverance of Jonah from the belly of a 
fifh. Accordingly, feveral of thefe difcourfes confift of a te- 
dious hiftorical detail, with a very fmall portion of moral ap- 
plication. For example, the difcourfe on the [fraelites paffing 
the Red Sea is chiefly employed in attending the Ifraelites from 
Egypt, to the feparation of the waters for their paflage ; and 
nothing is added, but a remark on the power of God, and 
a reflection on the refemblance between thefe incidents and 
Chriftian baptifm. In like manner, the ftory of Jonah is prin- 
cipally applied as a type of the death and refurrection of Jefus : 


‘ Jonah,’ 
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¢ Jonah,’ fays our author, ‘ was a figure of Chrift, who died 
upon the crofs to make an atonement for our fins. We that believe 
in him, being before toffed with ftorms of fears, and in danger of 
being drowned in the pit of deftru€tion, thereby obtain peace with 
God, and enjoy quiet and reft in our fouls.’ 

Again, 

¢ Whilft we confider the dreadful fituation of the prophet Jonak 
in the belly of the whale, and his deliverance therefrom on the third 
day; let us always carry in mind the death and fufferings of Jefus 
Chrift, and his glorious refurrection ; to which this ftory is ana- 
Jogous. There is alfo a further fimilarity between them. For as 
Jonah, after his deliverance, went and preached to the Ninevites, 
and turned them to repentance; fo, likewife, after the refurreion 
of Chrift, the Holy Spirit was fent down upon the Apoftles, and | 
they went forth to convert all nations, to teach them the knowledge 
of the true God, and the neceflity of a Saviour ; baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 

¢ We may further learn from this example, that although we 
may be plunged into a fea of troubles, and fo furrounded with dan- 
gers and misfortunes as to defpair of fuccour; we may neverthelefs 
be affured, that the hand of the Lord is mot fhortened, and that he 
heareth, from his holy feat in heaven, all thofe who call upon him 
in the hour of diftrefs and mifery. Yes, the fame Almighty Being, 
who delivered Daniel from the lions’ den, who proteéted Shadrach, 
Mefhach, and Abednego in the burning fiery furnace; who pre 
ferved alive the prophet Jonah for three days and three nights ia 
the belly of a whale, will never leave us nor forfake us. Particu- 
larly not, when languifhing under bodily infirmities, and lying 
upon the bed of ficknefs, we befeech him to reftore us to our for- 
mer health; unwilling yet perhaps to quit the world, unprepared 
perhaps to die !’ 

This laft inference certainly implies an idea not very confift- 


—— a we 





ent either with found theology, or with fat; viz. that when- | 
ever we are lying on the bed of ficknefs, we may expeét deli- ' 
verance from death in confequence of our fervent prayers. ' 


How much more noble is it, inftead of praying againft death, 
to follow the counfel of the heathen poet, and to pray againft 
the fear of death, 
Fortem pofce animum, et mortis terrore . e/ 


Jeaving all external events, as Juvenal, in the fame beautiful 

paflage, advifes, to the direction of the powers above us: 
Permittes ipfis expendere Numinibus quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebufque fit utile noftris. 

Thefe difcourfes are certainly not deftitute. of juft obferva- 
tions and ufeful refleQions : but we cannot think them entitled 
to any high degree of commendation, either as literary compo 
fitions, or as practical fermons adapted to general utility, BE. 
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IX. Anna St. Ives: a Novel. By Thomas Holcroft. 12mo. 
me va. tL. 1s. fewed. Shepperfon and Reynolds. 1792. 


MPROBABILITY on the one fide, and tritenefs on the other, 
are the Scylla and Charybdis of novelifts. To fall into the 
latter, and to perifh in oblivion, is the certain fate of feeble 
minds, deftitute of that native vigour which is the parent of 
originality. To be borne away by the former is not unfre- 
quently the misfortune of writers, whofe fancy is not fteadily 
kept under the direction of good fenfe and a correct tafte. Ie 
is eafy to perceive which of thefe errors is moft pardonable. A 
ftill current of ordinary incident and trivial fentiment can only 
lull the reader to repofe, and bear away the writer to fome 
quiet recefs in the temple of Dullnefs: but the genius, which 
fometimes takes an extravagant flight, is capable of making de- 
lightful excurfions into the regions of fiction. To conviéta 
writer of occafionally overftepping the bounds of nature, if it 
be a reflection on his judgment, is at the fame time a compli- 
ment to his talents. We may therefor. be allowed, without 
fear of offending the very fenfible author of this novel, or its 
numerous admirers, to give it as our opinion concerning the 
principal character of his piece, that, though it may merit the 
praife of originality, it is liable to critical cenfure as a violation 

| of probability. 
| Anna St. Ives, in her leading features, is a child of imagina- 
tion, of which we may venture to aflert that no archetype 
exifts in nature.—A young lady, with high and rigid notions 
of propriety, taking a young man, the fon of her father’s gar- 
dener, as a kind of fentimental friend and favourite, on a jour- 
ney to London and Paris;—giving fuch encouragement to his 
hopes as authorized him to fay that, * to the end of time he 
lj fhould perfift in thinking her his by right ;’"—<declaring, that 
| © as fhe ought, fhe loves him infinitely ;’°—and, in the burft of 
pafion, fealing her love with a kifs, in which ‘ the purity of 
the will fanctified the extravagance of the aét ;’— and notwith- 
ftanding all this, under the notion of controuling the paffions, 
and of living for the caufe of virtue, relinquifhing the connec- 
tion which promifed entire felicity, and admitting the addreffes 
of a young man of brilliant talents, of libertine principles and 
manners, the brother of her female friend, with the romantic 
delign of correcting his errors, and of reftoring his mind to its 
true ftation ;—inviting her philofophical friend, whom fhe has 
refufed to marry, to affift her in executing her projet ;—in un- 
fufpecting fimplicity communicating her defign to her new lover, 
and catechifing him concerning his power and inclination tocon- 
form to her fyftem :—after promifing him marriage, laying open 
to 
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to him the whole ftory of her former attachment, not excepting 
even the circumftance of the kifs, as an inftructive leflon of 
morality ;—entering into philofophical conferences with him 
concerning the progrefs of mind toward perfection, and the 
different order of things which muft inevitably be the refult, 
till, at laft, fhe concedes, that, in a perfect ftate of fociety, no 
domeftic appropriation can fubfift ; and, while fhe admires his 
candour and force of thinking, does not perceive that he has 
been laying a fnare for her ruin;—and, without difcovering 
her danger, perfifting in this philofophical reverie to the inftant 
in which the hypocrite unmafks, and, on the principles which 
fhe has admitted, demands, as an act of juftice, the rights of 
an hufband :——all this is fo remote from every thing which 
we obferve in real life, that we muft pronounce it highly im- 
probable, if not wholly unnatural. In the romantic character 
of Anna St. Ives, there is, however, much to admire. Asa 
fpecimen of her noble fentiments, we fhall copy the catechifm 
by which fhe examines Clifton, to difcover whether his mind 
be capable of an alliance with her opinions and fentiments : 


« You expeé one kind of happinefs, I another. Can they coa- 
lefce? You nny you have a right to attoeaarene appetites, and 
purfue your pleafures. I hope to fee my hufband forgetting him- 
felf, or rather placing felf-gratification in the purfuit of univerfal 
good, deaf to the calls of paffion, willing to encounter adverfity, 
yeproof, nay death, the champion of truth, and the unrelenting 
enemy of error.’ 

« I think, Madam, I dare do all that can be required of me. 

* IT know your courage is high. I know too that courage is one 
of the firft and moft effential qualities of mind. Yet perhaps I 
might and ought to doubt, nay to afk, whether you dare do many 
things ? 

¢ What is it, Madam, that I dare not do? 

* Dare you receive a blow, or faffer yourfelf falfely to be called 
liar, or coward, without feeking revenge, or what honour calls {a- 
tisfaction? Dare you think the fervant that cleans your fhoes is 
your equal, unlefs not fo wife or good a man; and your fuperior, 
if wifer and better? Dare you fuppofe mind has no fex, and that 
woman is not by nature the inferior of man ?— 

* Madam— 

* Nay, nay, no compliments ; I will not be interrupted—Dare 
you think that riches, rank, and power, are ufurpations ; and that 
wifdom and virtue only can claim diftin@ion? Dare you make it 
the bufinefs of your whole life, to overturn thefe prejudices, and to 
promote among mankind that {pirit of univerfal benevolence which 
fhall render them all equals, all brothers, all ftripped of their arti- 
ficial and falfe wants, all participating the labour requifite to pro- 
duce the neceffaries of life, and all combining in one univerfal ef- 
fort of mind, for the progrefs of knowledge, the deftruction of error, 
and the {preading of eternal truth? 


¢ There 
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® There is fuch energy, Madam, in al] you fay, that while I 
liften to you, I dare do any thing, dare promife any thing.’ 

Though we cannot allow the character of the principal he- 
toine of the piece to be drawn from nature, we readily admit 
moft of the other characters to be natural; and we think the 
author entitled to great praife for the diftinctnefs with which 
they are conceived, and for the fpirit and energy with which 
they are exprefled. Henley, the philofophical favourite of Anna, 
is a character of high merit and dignity; in which, noble 
principles, delicate fenfibility, commanding talents, invincible 
fortitude, and unbounded generofity, are happily combined. 
Clifton, the fubject of Anna’s reforming plan,—though, in the 
latter part of the ftory, his character degenerates into the moft 
abandoned depravity,—yet, at a more early period, difplays a 
brilliancy of fancy, and a gaiety of humour, which are highly 
amufing. Of this character, we fhall give a fpecimen from a 
letter to his fifter Louifa, in which he fuppofes himfelf moulded 
after her romantic ideas : 

‘ I am obliged to lay down my pen with laughing at the idea of 
Mifs Louifa’s brother, fuppofing him to be exaétly of her modelling. 
I think I fee him appear before her; fhe feated in ftate, on a chair 
raifed on four treffels and two old doors, like a ftrolling actrefs mi- 
micking a queen ina barn! He dreffed in black, his hair {mugly 
curled ; his face and his fhoes fhining ; his white handkerchief in his 
right hand; a prayer book, or the morals of Epictetus in his left ; 
not interlarding bis difcourfe with French and Italian phrajfes, but 
ready with a gaod rumbling mouthful of old Greek, which he had 
compofed, 1 mean compiled, for the purpofe! Then, having ad- 
vanced one leg, wiped his mouth, put his left hand in his breeches 
pocket, clenched his right, and raifed his arm, he begins his 
learned differtation on well-digefied principles, ardent defire of truth, 
incafant firuggles to foake off prejudices, and forth are chanted, in 
nafal twang and tragic recitative, his emanations of foul, burfts of 
thought, and flafoes of genius ! 

© But you would net be fatirical. Gentle, modeft maiden! And 
furely it becomes the tutored brother to imitate this kind forbear- 
ance. My faculties were always lively? And I muft pardon you, if 
you expe® too much ?——— Upon my foul, this is highly comic! Ex- 
pet too much! And there is danger then that | fhould not equal 
your expectations ?—Prithee, my good girl, jingle the keys of your 
harpfichord, and be quiet. Pore over your fine folic receipt book, 
and appeafe your thirft after knowledge. Satisfy your longing de- 
fire to do good, by making jellies, conferves, and caraway cakes. 
Pot pippins, brew rafpberry wine, and candy orange chips, Study 
burns, bruifes, and balfams. Difil furfei:, colic, and wormwood 
water. Concoct hiera-picra, rhubarb beer, and oil of chaiity; and 
fympathize over fprains, whitloes, and broken fhins. Get a charm 
to cure the ague, and render yourfelf renowned. Spin, few, and 
knit. Colleét your lamentable rabble around you, dole out your 
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charities, liften to a full chorus of bleflings, and take your feat 
among the faints. 

* You fee, child, I can give advice as well as yourfelf; aye and 
I will beftow it moft plentifully, if you happen to have any detire 
after more, I hate to be ungrateful; you fhall have no opportu- 
nity to utter your muity maxim upon me—‘** That the fin of ingra- 
titude is worfe than the fin of witchcraft.”” You fhall have weight 
for weight, meafure for meafure, chicken; aye, my market woman, 
and a lumping peonyworth. Brotherly for fillerly effufrons !” 

The inferior characters are well drawn: but we have too 
much of old Abimelech Henley’s vulgar abfurdities. 

In the midft of the bufinefs of the ftory, the author finds oc 
cafions of introducing moral fentiments and philofophical ob- 
fervations. Many fuch are interfperfed through the letters of 
Anna and Henley. From thofe of the former to Louifa, the 
following paflage may ferve as a fpecimen. Anna, regretting 
that fhe made a lefs rapid progrefs than fhe wifhed in her 
favourite project, indulges her romantic turn in the following 
reflection: 

¢ The march of knowledge is flow, impeded as it is by the al- 
moft impenetrable forefts and morafies of error. Ages have pafled 
away, in labours to bring fome of the moft fimple of moral truths 
to light, which ftill remain overclouded and obfcure. How far is 
the world, at prefent, from being convinced that it is not only pof- 
fible, but perfectly prafticable, and highly natural, for men to af- 
fociate with moft fraternal union, happinefs, peace, and virtue, 
were but all diftinétion of rank and riches wholly abolifhed ; were 
all the falfe wants of luxury, which are the neceflary offspring of 
individual property, cut off; were all equally obliged to labour 
for the wants of nature, and for nothing more; and were they all 
afterward to unite, and to employ the remainder of their time, 
which would then be ample, in the promotion of art and fcience, 
and in the fearch of wifdom and truth! 

* The few arts that would then remain would be grand ; not fri- 
volous, not the efforts of cunning, not the proftitution of genius in 
diftrefs, to flatter the vanity of infolent wealth and power, or the 
depraved tafte of an ill-judging multitude; but energies of mind, 
uniting all the charms of fancy with all the fevere beauties of con- 
fiftent truth. : 

‘ Is it not lamentable to be obliged to doubt whether there be a 
handred people in all England, who, were they to read fuch a let- 
ter as this, would not immediately laugh at the abfurd reveries of 
the writer?—But let them look round, and deny, if they can, that 
the prefent wretched fyftem, of each providing for himfelf inftead 
of the whole for the whole, does not infpire fufpicion, fear, dif- 
putes, quarrels, mutual contempt, and hatred. Inftead of nations, 
or rather of the whole world, uniting to produce one great effect, 
the perfection and good of all, each family is itfelf a fate ; bound 
to the reft by intereft and cunning, but feparated by the very fame 
paffions, and a thoufand others; living together under a kind of 
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trirce, but continually ready to break out into oxen war; conti- 
nually jealous of each other; contivually on the defenfive, becaufe 
continually dreading an attack ; ever ready to ufurp on the rights 
of others, and perpetually entangled in the molt wretched conten- 
tions, concerning what all would neglect, if not de{pife, did not the 
errors of this felfith fyttem give value to what is in itfelf worthlefs.’ 

The incidents of this performance are, on the whole, well 
contrived, and arranged fo as to keep awake the reader’s at- 
tention. The narrative, though long, is never tedious: but, 
toward the clofe, the circumftances of diftrefs and horror are 
too minutely detailed. “The cataftrophe would have been more 
fatisfactory, if Clifton had fallen a facrifice to his vices; his 
foul plot againft Henley and Anna fuppofed a depravity of 
heart, which left no room for repentance. 

In fine, though we think this novel by no means free from 
defects, it has originality and exce]lencies which will not fail to 
en{ure its fuccels; and of thefe, in our opinion, the principal is, 
that each character has its appropriate fentiments and peculiar 
language, marked with that diveriity which genius alone can 


produce. E.. 
*,* Mrs, Gunning’s Novel will appear in our next Review. 








Art. X. Medical Fa&s and Obfervations. Volume the Firft. 8vo. 
pp. 224. 3s. 6d. Bozrds. Johnfon. 1791. 


iT ais work is introduced to the public by its editor, Dr. 
Simmons, in the following words: . 

‘ The prefent colle&tion of facts and obfervations is intended as 
a fequel to the London Medical Journal, ‘The indulgent manner 
in which that work was received by the public, and the numerous 
and valuable communications with which the editor was favoured 
by his correfpondents, induced him to perfevere in bringing it out, 
at fated quarterly periods, much longer than well fuited his other 
avocations. But that mode of publication having at length been 
attended with great inconvenience, both to his profeffional engage- 
ments and to the deliberate management of the work, he became 
defirous of conduéting his future labours in a way more convenient 
and fatisfactory to himfelf. 

‘ He was aware, that, by making fuch an alteration in the plana 
ef the Journal as might enable him io continue it at his leifure, he 
fhould retain the advantages which an eftablifhed work might be 
expected to have over a new undertaking; but the refpeét he owed 
to his readers (many of whom might, perhaps, have confidered any 
farther change in the mode of publication as too great a deviation 
from his original plan) induced him rather to bring the London 
Medical Journal to a conclufion, and to begin a new Collection, 
the arrangement of which, fo far as fhould relate to the periods of 
publication, might be better adapted to his oiher avocations. 
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‘ The London Medical Journal accordingly ended with the 
eleventh volume; and the prefent Collection of Medical Fatts and 
Obfervations is offered to the public in its ftead. The objec of this 
new work, like that of the Journal, will be to contribute to the 
improvement and diffufion of medical knowledge; and, like that, 
it will confift of papers communicated by correfpondents, and of 
materials colleéted from the tranfaétions of learned focieties and 
other printed works. . é 

‘ This methed of blending original obfervations with materials 
colle€ted from books feems to be the moft proper for a work of this 
kind, which, while it ferves to excite a {pirit of inquiry, and re- 
cords interefting facts, is intended to comprife accounts of every im- 
portant difcovery and improvement that fhall be made in medical 
fcience. 

‘ The great Lord Bacon, who complained with too much reafon, 
of the few additions made to their art by the medical writers of his 
time*, recommended Colle&tions of Facts and Obfervations as the 
beft means of improving the prattice of phyfic+; and it is to the 
method of invefligating philofophical truth, by induction from ac- 
curate experiments, which he fo admirably inculcated, that we are, 
in a great meafure, indebted for that attention to faéts by which 
medical fcience, in common with every other branch of natural 
knowledge, hath, fince the days of that truly illuftrious philofo- 
pher, been fo much improved. 

‘ There is, perhaps, hardly any well-informed perfon, engaged 
in the practice of phyfic or furgery, to whom opportunities do not 
now and then occur of adding fomething to our knowledge of dif- 
eafes; or whofe mind, from attentive obfervation, may not lead 
him to fuggeft fome improvement in the modes of treating them : 
when it is confidered that many ingenious men may be willing to 
communicate the refult of their experience, in a concife and fami- 
liar form, who have not leifure or inclination to compofe a more 
elaborate work, the utility of a colleétion, like the prefent, which 
is open to detached faéts and obfervations, om any medical fubjec, 
will, itis prefumed, be fufficiently obvious. 

« The editor flatters himfelf alfo, that ky continuing, as in the 
Journal, to collec a part of his materials from books, he fhall render 
an acceptable fervice to the reader. The’channels of medical in- 
formation are now fo numerous, and in fo many different lan- 

uages, that many important obfervations probably remain for a. 
ong time unknown to perfons who are bufily employed in the 
practice of phyfic, and to whom, of courfe, they would be the moft 
interefting, but who have not fofficient time or opportunity to‘con- 
fult the feveral works in which they are to be found.’ 


We fhall briefly notice fome of thofe communications in 
this work, which are new: fuch as are extracted from other 
eae have, in courfe, claimed our attention in their original 

ate. 





* * De dignitate et augm. Scient. lib, iv. cap. 2. + Ibid.’ 
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Cafe of the Hydrophebia, with the Appearances on Diffection, By 
Yn Ferriar, M.D. Phyfician to the Infirmary at Man- 


chefter. 

The patient was firft feen by Dr. F. on a Friday morning, 
and on the next morning he died: of courfe, little knowledge 
can be derived from this cafe, refpeéting the practice in Hy- 
drophobia. The body was opened within four hours and a 
half after death :—the only appearance of difeafe prefented it- 
felf on opening the cefophagus, 

¢ About two inches above the cardia the epidermis of the aefopha- 

us was abraded in irregular points, and expofed an inflamed fur- 
face of a dark red colour: {till lower, the abrafions became linear, 
and extended into the flomach itfelf. The edges of the epidermis, 
furrounding the abrafions, were unequal, and elevated. A fimilar 
affection was traced along the leffer curvature of the ftomach, but 
fainter in its progrefs to the pylorus, where it was leaft difcernible, 
and about which it feemed to terminate. The whole of the in- 
flamed parts bore a ftriated appearance, darkeft in the cefophagus, 
and lightelt and more indiftin& towards the pylorus. The ftomach 
was half full of a dark-coloured fluid, which fmelt ftrongly of 


mufk.’ 
Some Obfervations on the Prevention and Treatment of Hydropho- 
bia. By Mr. William Loftie, Surgeon at Canterbury. 
The purport of this paper is to recommend, where practi- 
cable, that the bitten part fhould be removed by difle&tion, as 
being the only certain mode of preventing the fubfequent dif- 
eafe. The writer likewife declares himfelf favourable to the 
tonic plan of treatment, after the occurrence of the hydropho- 
bia. In the courfe of this paper, is given a long hiftory of the 
method of prevention adopted by Profeflor Mederer of Fri- 
bourg, with attefted cafes of its efficacy. It confifts in 
thoroughly wafhing the wound, firft with a folution of lunar 
cauftic in water, (in the proportion of 30 grs. of cauftic to a 
pint of water,) and afterward with warm water. If the 
wound has been previoufly fuffered to heal, it is to be opened 
and wafhed as above. ‘The wafhing muft be frequently re- 
peated, and a fuppuration kept up for fome time —The Pro- 
feflor writes with great confidence concerning the virtues of 
his prophylactic. 
Chfes of the Extraction of the Catara&, with praéical Remarks. 
y. Mr. Richard Sparrow, one of the Surgeons of the Cha- 
ritable Infirmary, Dublin. 
Four cafes, in which this operation was attended with fuc- 
cefs, are here related: the fubfequent practical remarks are 
judicious.—A circumftance, relative te one of the patients, oc- 


cafioned us fome merriment: 
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«I had long,’ fays the narrator, * obferved a circumftance in 
this woman’s cafe which puzzied me exceedingly; is was, that the 
could not diftinguifh a letter in a book, even when afiifted by the 
beft glaffes, though her fight was fuch as to enable her, with the 
naked eye, to few and make all her own cloaths, to know the 
hour by a clock, and, in fhort, to do molt of the offices of life with 
perfect:eafe. 1 had often exprefled my furprife at this peculiarity ; 
bat it was not till lait fummer that, with much feeming reluctance 
and mortification, fhe confefled that the had never learned to read, and 
that fhe was unacquainted even with the ietters of the alphabet: thus 
had I an explanation of a circumftance which, from the appearance 
of this woman’s eyes, and her power of vifion in other refpects, hed 
led me to form various conjectures relative to her peculiarity of 
vifion; but which, fom my ignorance of the real caufe, appeared 
a!together inexplicable.’ 


Account of an Extra-uterine Conception. By Mr. William Bayn- 
ham, Surgeon in Eilex County in Virginia. 

This is fo extraordinary a cafe, and fo vaguely related, that, 

as we are promifed ¢ the particulars at large,’ hereafter, we 

we fhall now offer no obfervations on it; left we fhould find 


ourfelves, like the author of the preceding paper, reafoning on 
the caufes of fymptoms which never exifted. 


A Cafe of Petechia fine Febre. By Samuel Ferris, M.D. F.A.S. 


The complaint defcribed in this paper was, as Dr. F. ob- 
ferves, * feemingly very much allied in its nature to the true 
fcurvy;’ a difeafe which, under fome of its forms, perhaps 
occurs oftener than is fufpeted. It was cured by bark, elixir 
of vitriol, and oranges. 


Lnflance of a Difeafe, to which Sauvages has given the Name of 


Meteorifmus Ventriculi, with Remarks. By Robert Graves, 
M.D. Sherborne, Dorfet. 


* On the 2d of February 1791, Ann Hunt, who had juft entered 
into her fifteenth year, was affected with an uncommon, large, hard, 
uniform, prominent tumour or fwelling in the epigaftric region, 
extencing from the flernum to fome diltance below the umbilicus. 
It was of a circular form, accompanied with very little or no pain, 
excepting upon its being prefied; and even in that cafe, the pain 
excited was but inconfiderable, She perceived fome flight difficul- 
ty of breathing, upon ufing any bodily exertion, particularly that 
of walking; the had much thirit, yet her appetite for food remained 
tolerably good, no way depraved, and her belly regular, with bus 
little apparent lofs of flkth. No obfervable change in her counte- 
nance coud be difcovered, except that it had become fomewhat of a 
paler colour than ufual. . 


* The appearance of this extraordinary fwelling was firft per- 
ceived in the region of the ftomach, fome time in the montn of 
June 1790, of a fize not larger than that of a ben’s egg. From 


this time it continued gradually to increaie, till about the com- 
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mencement of the enfuing Auguft, when the enlargement it had 
received in the courfe of this interval was fuch, that the whole 


{pace between the iternum and umbilicus became completely occu- 
pied by ic. Afterwards it remained with little variation to the 
pericd of its removal.’ — 

< On the 2d of February, when the came to me, I gave her fome 

owders, confilting of about eighteen grains of prepared fleel, and 
directed one of them to be taken twice a day. She had likewife a 
purgative medicine, which was ordered to be taken early the next 
morning, compofed of a fcruple of rhubarb, and of about three 

rains of calomel. This powder operated brifkly and well; her 
flools were of a blackifh colour, and flightly offenfive. 

‘ From this operation the fize of the tumour feemed no way di- 
minifhed or affected. But after a continuance of the chalybeate 

owders only for the fhort fpace of three or four days, her fwelling 
was found lefiened to a confiderable degree; and in a day or two 
afterwards was totally removed, fo that the parts, which before had 
been fo exceedingly hard and protuberant, became enabled to re- 
fume their natural form, fitaation, and foftnefs, It is now upwards 
of two months fince fhe was happily relieved; nor has fhe experi- 
enced, as yet, the fmalleft alarm from any fign or appearance 
which the complaint has at all fhewn of returning again.’ 


Cafe of a Catheter left in the Bladder, in drawing off the Urine in 
a Retroverfion of the Uterus. By Mr. Edward Ford. 

The catheter had flipped from the hand of an operator into 
the bladder, where it had remained, till a fiftulous opening had 
been formed in the buttock, through which a fubftance was 
projeQing ; which, to Mr. Ford’s aftonifhment, proved to be 
the bulbous end of the inftrument. It could not, however, be 
extracted through this wound, but was removed by dilating the 
meatus urinarius with a blunt gorget, and introducing the 
forceps. 

A Cafe of Imperforate Reétum. By the fame. 

A fmall trocar was introduced through the obftru@tion, and 

a difcharge of faeces obtained: the child, however, died. 


Facts Relative to Pemphigus. By Mr. R. B. Blagden, Surgeon. 


From two cafes happening in the fame family, the writer 
draws the following conclufions : 
* ‘Phat the difeafe is contagious ; 
‘ That new veticles do not, in every cafe, arife after the end of 
the fourth day; | 
* That the fluid they contain does not, even in every cafe of 
pemphigus fimplex, appear to be of a bland nature; and 
t That, in fome inftances, no apparent abforption of it takes 
place. 


Practical Obfervations on the Treatment and Caujes of the Dropfy 
of the Brain. By Thomas Percival, M.D. FLR.S. &e. &c. 
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Dr. Percival here repeats his conviction of the fafety and 
efficacy of mercury in the hydrocephalus internus. He adds: 


¢ In the recital of one of the earlieft cafes in which it was employ~ 
ed, I have perhaps too much difparaged former modes of treatment, 
and too haltily declared my fole and exclufive truft in the internal 
and external ufe of mercury; for there are feveral medicinal aids, 
which, however infufficient in themfelves to conquer this formidable 
difeafe, may contribute to fo happy an event, by mitigating pain 
and fpafm, by promoting abforption, and by increafing the ferous 
difcharges of the body. With thefe views I now generally pre- 
fcribe either opium, mofk, falt of hartfhorn, flowers of zinc, 
{quills, or blifters, in conjunétion with the mercurial courfe, with 
which they perfeétly coincide. The preference to be given to one 
or other of thefe remedies the circumftances of the cafe will fuffi- 
ciently indicate ; and it would bea falfe and unjuftifiable facrifice 
to fimplicity of praftice not to avail ourfelves, in the treatment of 
fo dreadful a malady, of fubordinate means, which may prove 
auxiliary, and cannot counteract the falutary powers of what merits 
our chief reliance. In purfuing this enlarged plan, [ have expe- 
rienced fewer difappointments than formerly, and have derived fatif- 
faftion under it, from the confcioufnefs of no neglect or omiffion.’ 


Refpecting the caufes of this difeafe, Dr, P. obferves, that it 
fometimes originates in inflammation, but that it moft ge- 
nerally arifes. from glandular obftructions, and from either local 
or general plenitude. 

The remainder of this volume contains extracts from late 
publications; a catalogue of new medical books; and an in- 
dex. 

A fecond volume is juft publifhed. Oc 
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Art. XI. Medical Botany, containing Syftematic and General 
Defcriptions, with Plates of all the Medicinal Plants, indigenous 
and exotic, comprehended in the Catalogues of the Materia Me- 
dica, as pubhifhed by the Royal Colleges of Phyficians of London 
and Edinburgh: Accompanied with a circumftantial Detail of 
their Medicinal Effe&ts, and of the Difeafes in which they have 
been moft fuccefsfully employed. By William Woodville, M.D. 
of the Royal College of Phyficians, London. In Three Volumes. 
Vol.I. gto. pp. 184, with 65 Plates. 138, 6d. plain. 11. 13s. 
coloured. Phillips. 1790. ° 


I’ the preface to this volume, Dr, Woodville obferves, that, 


* Although what may be called the herbaceous part of the 
Materia Medica, as now received in the Britith pharmacopceias, 
comprifes but a very inconfiderable portion of the vegetable world ; 
yet limited as it now is, few medicinal praétitioners have a diftin& 
botanical knowledge of the individual plants of which it is com- 
pofed, though generally well acquainted with their effeéts and 
pharmaceutical ufes. But the praGitioner, who is unable to diftin- 
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; lants which he prefcribes, is not only fubjeéted to the 
eenebeneed of the ignorant vat fraudulent, but muft feel a difflatif- 
faction which the inquifitive and philofophic mind will be anxious 
to remove, and to fuch it is prefumed Mepicat Botawy, by col- 
le€ting and fupplying the information neceflary on this fabject, will 
be found an acceptable and ufeful work; the profeffed defign of 
which is not only to enable the reader to diftinguith with precifion 
all thofe plants which are directed for medical ufe by the Colleges 
of London and Edinburgh, but to furnifh him at the fame time 
with a circumftantial detail of their refpedtive virtues, and of the 
difeafes in which they have been moft fuccefsfully employed by dif- 
ferent writers.’ 

As a diftin& knowlege of plants is fcarcely to be gained 
by mere verbal defcription, Dr. Woodville has added beautiful 
and accurate delineations, from the mafterly hand of Mr. 
Sowerby. On this fubject, he obferves that it is juftly a 
matter of furprize, that, notwith{tanding the univerfal adoption 
of the Linnéan fyftem of botany, and the great advances made 
in natural fcience, the works of Blackwell and Sheldrake 
fhould ftill be the only books in this country, in which copper- 
plate figures of the medicinal plants are profefledly given; 
while fplendid foreign publications of them, by Regnault, 
Zorn, and Plenck, have appeared in the fpace of very few 

ears. 

In collecting the materials for this work, Dr. W. appears 
to have taken great pains, and his labour is certainly fuccefsful, 
His botanical defcriptions are accurate ; the hiftories which are 
fubjoined are frequently very full and exact; and the account 
of the virtues of the different plants is fcientific and {atisfactory. 

As a fpecimen of the author’s manner, we will extract the 
article on the Fraxinus Ornus, or Flowering App. 

‘ Fraxinus Ornus. FrowerinG Asu. 

* Synonyma. Fraxinus tenuiore & minore folio. Bauh. Hiff.i. 
p- 177. Fraxinus humilior five altera Theophrafti, minore & 
tenuiore folio. Bauh. Pin. p.416. Fraxinus Ornus, foliolis 
ferratis, Horibus corollatis. Liz. Sp Plant. Mannifera arbor. 
Succus condenfatus eft Manna. Pharm. Lond. 9 Edinb. 

€ Cla/s Polygamia. Ord Dioecia. Lin. Gen. Plant. 1160. 

* £9. Gen. Ch. Hermaphrod. Cal.o, f. 4—partitus. Cor. 0, f. 4-petala. 

, * Stam. 2. Piff.1. Sem.1, lanceolatum. 
‘ Fem. Piff.1, lanceolatum. 

« Sp. Ch. F. foliis ovato-oblongis ferratis petiolatis, floribus corol- 

latis, Hort. Kew. 

* This tree greatly refembles our common afh: it is lofty, much 
branched, and covered with a greyifh bark. The young fhoots 
produce the leaves, which are pinnated, oppofite, and confilt of 
{everal pair of pinnz, or {mall leaves, terminated by an odd one, 
pointed, ferrated, veined, ftanding upon foorftalks, of an oval or 
eblang thape, and bright green colour. The flowers grow in reine 
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thick branched {pikes, and open in May and June. In the {peci- 
men we have figured, the flowers were all hermaphrodite; the co- 
solla divided into four narrow whitifh fegments, fomewhat longer 
than the ftamina; the two filaments tapering, and crowned with 
large furrowed ere& antheiz; the germen oval, and a little com- 
prefled; the ftyle fhore and cylindrical ; the capfule is long, flat, 
membranous, and contains a fingie flac pointed feed. 

‘ This tree is a native of the fouthern parts of Europe, particu- 
Jarly of Sicily and Calabria*. It was firft introduced into England 
about fixty years ago, by Dr. Uvedale + ; and at prefent adorns 
many of the gardens of this country. 

‘ The Ornus is not the only fpecies of afh which produces 
manna; the rotundifclia and excelfor, efpecially in Sicily, alfo aftord 
this drug, though lefs abundantly. Many other trees and fhrubs 
have likewife been obferved, in certain feafons and fituations, to 
emtt a fweet juice, which concretes on expofure to the air, and 
may be confidered as of the manna kindf{. In Sicily the three 
fpecies of the Fraxinus, mentioned above, are regularly cultivated 
for the purpofe of procuring manna, and with this view are planted 
on the deciivity of a hill, with an ealtern afpect. After ten years 

rowth, the trees firft begin to yield the manna, but they require 
to be much older before they afford it in any confiderable quantity. 





¢ © The Ornus is obferved by Dr. Cirillo to be very common on 
the famous mouotain Garganus, fo that the words of Horace may 
fill apply; 
aut Aquilonibus 

Querceta Gargani laboranr, 
Et foliis viduantur orni. L. ii. Od. 9.” 

¢ + Vide Hort. Kew.’ 

* ¢ Dr. Cullen is certainly right in fuppofing ** Manna a part 
of the fugar fo univerfally prefent in vegetables, and which exudes 
on the furface of a great number of them ;”’ the qualities of thefe 
exudations he thinks are ‘* very little if at all different.” The 
principal trees known to produce thefe mannas in different climates 
and feafons, are the larch, (wide Murray, Ap. Med. i. p.17.) the 
fir, (fac. V. Engeftrom in Pdyfogr. Salapets Handl. Vol.i. P.3. 
p- 144.) the orange, (De La Hire Hift. de Pacad. d. fe. de Paris, 
3708.) the wainut, (Hal. Stirp. Helv. N. 1624.) the wiilow, 
(Mouffet in Du Hamel. Phyfique des arbres, P.i. p. 152.) the mul- 
berry, (Micheli in Tragroni Tezzetti Viaggi, Tom. 6. p. 424.) 
o«ks, fituated between Merdin and Diarbekir (Niebuhr Le/chreid 
V. Arab. p.145. Otter, Voyage en Turquie et en Perfe, Vol.2. p. 264.) 
alfo oaks in Perfia near Khounfar (Otcer. 1. c.) the al hagi Mau- 
rorum, or the hedyfarum alhagi of Lionawus; of this manoa Dr, 
Fothergill prefented a fpecimen to the Royal Society, which he 
confidered as the ‘lereniabin of the Arabians, (Pil. Tranf Vel. 43. 
p. 87.) the ciftus ladaniferus in fome parts of Spain produces a 
manna, which, in its recent ftate, has no purgative quality, and is 
eaten by the fhepherds; fo that fome fermentation feems neceflary 
to ers it acatharsic power, (Vide Dillon's Travels through Spain, 
p.127.)’ 
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Although the uranoa exudes fpontaneoufly upon the trees, yet in 
erder to obtain it more copiouily, inctlions are made through the 
bark, by means of a fharp crooked inftrument ; and the feafon 
thought to be molt favourable for inftituting this procefs, is a little 
before the dog-deys commence, when the weather is dry and ferene. 
The incifions are firit made in the lower part of the trank, and re- 
peated ac the diltance of an inch from the former wound, ftill ex- 
tending the incilions upwards as far as the branches, and confining 
them to one fide of the tree, the other fide being referved to the 
year following, when it undergoes the fame treatment. On mak- 
ing thefe incifions, which are of a longitudinal direction, about a 
{pan in length, and nearly two inches wide, a thick whitifh juice 
immediately begins ta ow, which gradually hardens on the bark, 
and in the courle of eight days acquires the confiftence and appear- 
ance in which the manna is imported into Britain, when it is col- 
lected in bafkets, and afterwards packed in large chefts*. Some- 
times the manna flows in fuch abundance from the incifions, that 
it runs upon the ground, by which it becomes mixed with various 
impurities, unlefs prevented, which is commonly attempted, by 
interpofing large concave leaves, ftones, chips of wood, &c. The 
bufinels of collecting manna ufually terminates at the end of Sep- 
tember, when the rainy feafon fets inf. 





‘ * La manne eit le principal revenu de ce pays & de que!ques 
autres quien font vaifins. J! monte dans une bonne année a vingt- 
sing mille Louis d’or. Houel Voyage Pittorefque, tom.1. p. 53.” 

‘ + This account is taken from Houel Voyage Pittore/que, and 
Seftini Lettere della Sicilia, and related by Murray: to which we 
thall fubjoin Dr. Cirillo’s account, communicated to the Royal 
Society. Vide Vol. 60. p. 233. 

‘¢ The manner, in which the manna is obtained from the Ornus, 
though very fimple, has been yet very much mifunderftood by ail 
thofe who travelled in the kingdom of Naples; and among other 
things they feem ta agree, that the beft and pureft manna is ob- 
tained from the ieaves of the tree; but this, I believe, is an opinion 
tiken from the cCoétrine of the antients, and received as an incon- 
teitible obiervation, without confulting nature, I never faw fuch a 
kind, and all thofe who are employed in the gathering of the 
manoa, kuow of none that comes from the leaves. The manna is 
generally of two kinds; not on account of the intrinfic quality of 
them being different, but only becaufe they are got in a different 
inanner. In order co have the manna, thofe who have the management 
of the woods of the Orniin the month of July and Auguft, when 
the weather is very dry and warm, make an oblong incifion, and 
take off from the bark of the tree about three inches in length, and 
two in breadth; they leave the wound open, and by degrees the 
manna rans oat, and is almolt fuddealy thickened to its proper con- 
filence, and is found adhering to the bark of the tree. This 
manna, which is collected in bafkets, and goes under the name of 
manna grafa, is put in a dry place, becaule moiit and wet places 
Will foon uillulve it again. ‘This firft kind is often in large irre- 
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« From this account it is evident, that manna is the /uccus pra- 
prius of the tree; any arguments therefore brought to combat the 
ancient opinion of its being a me/ aérium, or honey-dew, are wholly 
pnneceflary: that, with which the Lfraelites were fo peculiarly. fa- 
voured, could only have been produced through miraculous means, 
and is confequently out of the province of the xaturad hiftorian.— 
Manna is generally diftinguifhed into different kinds, viz. the 
raanna in tear, the canulated and flaky manna, and the com- 
mon brown or fat manna. All thefe varieties feem rather to de- 
pend upon their refpeétive purity, and the circumftances in which 
they are obtained from the plant, than upon any effential difference 
of the drug: when the juice tranfudes from the tree very flowly, 
the manna is always more dry, tranfparent, and pure, and confe. 
quently of more eftimation; but when it flows very copioufly it 
concretes into a coarfe brown un¢iuous mafs; hence we havea reafon, 
why, by applying ftraws and other fubftances to receive the flowin 
juice, the manna becomes much improved: Houel, who taited the 
manna when flowing from the tree, found it much bitterer than in 
its concrete ftate; this bitternefs he attributes to the aqueous part, 
which is then very abundant, of courfe the manna is meliorated by 
all the circumftances which promote evaporation. According to 
Lewis, ‘* the beft manna is in oblong pieces, or flakes, moderately 
dry, friable, very light, of a whitifh or pale yellow colour, and in 
fome degree tranfparent: the inferior kinds are moift, unctuous, 
and brown. Manna liquifies in moift air, diflolves readily in 
water, and, by the afliftance of heat, in reétified fpirit. On in- 
fpiflating the watery folution, the manna is recovered of a much 
darker colour than at firft. From the faturated f{pirituous folution, 





gular pieces of a brownifh colour, and frequently is full of duft and 
other impurities. But when the people want to have a very fine 
manna, they apply to the incifion of the bark, thin ftraw, or {mall 
bits of fhrubs, fo that the manna, in coming out, runs apon thofe 
bodies, and is colleéted in a fort of regular tubes, which give it 
the name of manna in cannoli, that is, mapnain tubes: this fecond 
kind is more efleemed, and always preferred to the other, becaufe 
itis free and clear. ‘There is indeed a third kind of manna, which 
is not commonly to be met with, and which [ have feen after I left 
Calabria: it is very white, like fugar; but as it is rather for curio- 
fity than for ufe, I fhall fay no more of it. The two forts of 
manna already mentioned undergo no kind ef preparation whatfo- 
ever, before they are exported; fometimes they are finer, particu- 
Jarly the manna graff, and fometimes very dirty and fall of im- 
purities; but the Neapolitans have no intereft in adulterating the 
manna, becaufe they always have a great deal more than what they 
generally export; and if manna is kept in the magazines, it re- 
¢eives often very great hurt by the fouthern winds, fo common in 
our part of the world. The changes of the weather produce a 
fudden alteration in the time that the manna is to be gathered ; 
and, for this reafon, when the fummer is rainy, the manna is al- 
ways very fearce and very bad.” 
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great part of it feparates as the liquor cools, concreting into a flaky 
ma{s, of a {nowy whitenefs, and a very grateful fweetnefs.” 

« Manna is well known as a gentle purgative, fo mild in its 
operation, that it may be given with tafery to children and pregnant 
women; in fome conftitutions however it produces troublefome 
flatulencies, and therefore requires the addition of a fuitable aro- 
matic, efpecially wher given to an adult, where a large dofe is ne- 
ceflary ; it is therefore ufually acuated by fome other cathartic of a 
more powerful kind. The efficacy of manna is faid, by Vallifnieri, 
to be much promoted by caflia fiftularis, a mixture of the two purg- 
ing more than both of them feparately; it is therefore very pro- 
perly an ingredient in the electuarium e caflia.’ 


The virtues of the Arum Maculatum, or Wake Robin, are 
thus defcribed : 


« The root is the medicinal part of this plant, which in a recent 
and laétefcent itate is extremely acrimonious, and upon being 
chewed excites an intolerable fenfation of burning and pricking in 
the tongue, which continues for feveral hours: when cut into flices 
and applied to the kin, it has been kaown to produce blifters. 
This acrimony, however, is gradually loft by drying, and may be 
fo far diflipated by the application of heat, as to leave the root a 
bland farinaceous aliment*; its medical efficacy therefore refides 
wholly in the ative volatile matter, and confequently the powdered 
root muft lofe much of its power on being long kept, a circum- 
ftance which very properly caufed the omiflion of the Pulvis ari 
compofitus in the laft edition of our Pharmacopeeia. Lewis fays, 
‘¢ the frefh and moderately dried roots were digefted in water, in 
wine, in proof fpirit, and in rectified {pirit, with and without heat: 
the liquors received no colour, and little or no tafte. In dittilla- 
tion neither fpirit nor water brought over any fenfible impregnation 
from the Arum. ‘The rcot, neverthelefs, lofes in thefe operations 
almoft the whole of its pungency +.”” The qualities of this root are 
thus enumerated by Bergius: ‘* Virtus recent. Accate: ftimulans, 
aperiens, incidens, diuretica; recentis vehementifiima; annofe ft 
nutriens {|.’—Dr. Cullen § feems to confider it as a general ftimu- 
Jant, not only exciting the activity of the digeftive powers, where 
they happen to be languid, but ftimulating the whole fyftem; ia 





‘ * In this ftate it has been made into a wholefome bread. It 
has alfo been prepared as ftarch. The root, dried and powdered, 
is ufed by the French to wath the tkin with, and is fold at a high 
price, under the name of Cypre/s Powder: It is undoubtedly a good 
and innocent cofmetic. Withering, !. c.——Thefe roots are alfo 
faid to poffefs a faponaceous quality, and have been ufed in wathing 
linen, to fupply the place of foap. Raii Hilt. p. 1208.’ 

‘ + Lewis M.M. 119.’ 

‘ ¢ Tales radices Ari annofe vix acresfunt, prout fupra monui- 
mus, & que refiare poteft acrimonia, mitigatur penitus ebullitione. 
Czterum plures Ari f{pecies apud varias gentes efculentz funt. 
Nutriunt omnes fuo farinofo, Bergius, 1. ¢.’ 

*} Lewis M. M, 722. 9 M.M. vol. 2. 212.’ 
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proof of this, he obferves, that it has been ufeful in intermitter¢ 
fevers. Arum, by ancient writers, is much commended, both as 
an external and as an internal remedy, and it is faid, that ‘* Ratione 
particu!arum tenvium & volatilium mucum vifcidum & {piffum 
ventriculi & inteftinorem parieribus adherentem potenter incidit, 
attenuat, atque refolvit;” and was prefcribed in all that numerous 
clafs of dileafes formerly fuppofed to proceed a fuccorum lentore. 
Bergius confiders it ufeful in Colluvies pituitofa, Anorexia, Cepha- 
Iza fympatica*, Afthma humorale, Cachexia, Febris intermitcens, 
Arum is certainly a very powerful flimulant, and by promoting the 
fecretions may be advantageoufly employed in cacheétic and chlo- 
rotic cafes, in rheumatic affections, and in various other complaints 
of phlegmatic and torpid conflitutions; but more efpecially in a 
weakened or relaxed ftate of the ftomach, occafioned by the pre- 
valence of vifcid mucus. If this root is given in powder, great 
care fhould be taken that it be young and newly dried, when it 
may be ufed in the dofe of a fcruple or more twice a day: but in 
rheumatifms and other diforders requiring the full effects of this 
medicine, the root fhould be given in a recent ftate, and to cover 
the infupportable pungency it difcovers on the tongue, Dr. Lewis 
advifes us to adminifter it in the form of emulfion, with gum arabic 
andfpermacati, increafing the dofe from ten grains to upwards of a 
{fcruple three or four times a day; in this way ‘* it generally occa- 
fioned a fenfation of flight warmth about the ftomach, and after- 
wards in the remoter parts manifeftly promoted perfpiration, and 
frequently produced a plentiful {weat. Several ob{tinate rheumatic 
pains were removed by this medicine, which is therefore recom- 
mended to farther trial.” 


We cannot omit quoting the remarks on the effects of D:- 
gitalis Purpurea; concerning the utility of which medicine 
there.are different opinions. 


* The leaves of Fox-glove have a bitter naufeous tafte, but no’ 
remarkable {mell; they have been long ufed extérnally to fores and 
fcrophulovs tumours with confiderable advantage. Refpecting the 
internal ule of this plant, we are told of its good effets in epilepfy, 
fcrophula, and phthifis; but the incautious manner in which ic was 
employed rendered it a dangerous remedy: thus we find Ray. (after 
reciting the cafe of epilepfy cured by it, as mentioned by Pas®infon,) 
fays, ‘* Verum medicamentum hoc robuftioribus tancum <onvenir, 
fiquidem violenter admodum purgat & vomitationes immanes exci- 
tat+:’’ and others, {peaking of its fuccefsful exhibition in {crophula, 
remark, ** Sed ob nimiam remediji vehementiam, continuationem 
ejus neceffariam detrectavity.”” Yet while Digitalis was generally 
known to poffefs fuch medicinal aétivity, its diuretic effeéts, for 





o* Bergius fpeaks highly of the efficacy of Arum in thefe head- 
achs, which were of the moft violent kind, and refifted all the 


means he employed, till he ufed the powder of this root, which 
never failed to relieve them.’ 


« + Raii Hitt. p, 767.’ 
‘ ¢ Vice Murray’s Ap. Med. vol. 1. p. 192.’ 
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which it is now defervedly received in the Materia Medica, were 
wholly overlooked; that to this difcovery Dr. Withering has an 
undoubted claim, and the numerous cafes of dropfy, related by 
him and other practitioners of eitabl:fhed reputation, afford incons 
teftible evidence of its divretic powers, and of its praétical im- 
portance in the cure of thofe difeafes®. From Dr. Withering’s 
extenfive experience of the ufe of the Digitalis in dropfies, he 
has been enabled to judge of its fvccefs by the following circum- 
ftances:—** It feldom fucceeds in men of great natural ftrength, of 
tenfe fibre, of warm tkin, of florid complexion, or in thofe witha 
tight and cordy pulie. If the belly in afcites be tenfe, hard, 
and circum{cribed, or the limbs in anafarca folid and refilling, we 
have but little hope. On the contrary, if the pulfe be feeble, or 
intermitting, the countenance pale, the lips vivid, the fkia cold, 
the fwollen belly foft and fluétuating, the anafarcous limbs readily 
pitting under the preffure of the finger, we may expect the diuretic 
effeéts to follow in a kindly manner+.”? Of the inferences which 
he deduces, the fourth is, ** that if it (Digitalis) fails, there is bet 
little chance of any other medicine fucceeding.’”’ ‘Ichus we age to 
infer, that men of great natural ftrength, and under the other cir- 
cumitances juft mentioned, when affected with dropfy, have little 
to hope for from the ufe of this diuretic, and flill lefs from any 
other medicinef. As this obfervaiion is the refult of experience, 
and of confiderable praca! confequence, we wifh particularly to 
prefs it on the attention of the medical reader, Although the Di- 
gitalis is now generally admitted to be a very powerful diuretic, 
and many cafes may be adduced of its fuccefsful ufe]] in addition 
to thofe already publifhed, yet it is but juflice to acknowledge that 
this medicine has more frequently failed than could have been rea- 
fonably expected, from a comparifon of the faéts Rated by Dr. W. 4 
—‘* The dofe of the dried leaves, in powder, is from one grain to 
three twice a day. But if a liquid medicine be preferred, a dram 
of the dried leaves is to be infufed for four hours in half a pint of 
boiling water, adding to the {trained liquor an ounce of any fpiri- 

tuous 





* * See his account of the Fox.glove, publifhed 1785; a book, 
which, in the opinion of Dr. Cullen, ‘* fhould be in the hands of 
every practitioner of phyfick,”” (M. M.)’ 

‘+ Lic. p.189, & feq.’ 

* t In fuch cafes Dr. W. attempts to induce a change in the 
conftitution, and thereby to fit it for the aétion of the Digitalis. 
Would not repeated purging, according to Sydenham’s plan, fuc- 
ceed beft in thefe cafes?’ 

‘ || The author could bring many inftances, were it neceffary, 
of the good effects of the Digiralis: a clinical patient at Guy’s hof- 
pital, weated by Dr. Relph lait winter, afforded a Rriking proof of 
the efficacy of this medicine in hydrothorax.’ 

* § Among the principal of the unfuccefsful cafes, we may notice 
the eight fatal ones related in the Medical Memoirs by Dr. Lett- 
fom. In reply to thefe cafes, Dr. Withering fent me the follow- 
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tuous water. One ounce of this infufion, given twice a day, is 4@ 
medium dofe. Ic is to be continued in thefe dofes till it either atts 
wpon the kidneys, the ftomach, the pulfe, (which it has a re. 
markable power of lowering) or the bowels.” 

After what we have already obferved, we fcarcely need fay 
that we expe much gratification from the remaining volumes 
of this ufeful and very amufing work. C. 





ing letter*, which is publifhed by the permiflion of Dr. Lettfom, 
who authorizes me to fay, that as his only objeét in this bufinefs 
is the inveftigation of truth, he willingly appeals to the juftice and 
candour of the public, how far his practice is fairly reprefented in 
Dr. Withering’s letter. 

¢ * Sir, 

« Pleafe to accept my thanks for your offer of inferting any thing 
new which I might have to fay refpecting the Digitalis; but I really 
have nothing new to obferve, nor have | any thing to retract of 
what I faid before. Under my own management, under that of 
the medical practitioners in this part of England, and I may add, 
alfo in the hands of fome worthy and refpectable clergymen in 
village fituations, it continues to be the moft certain, and the leaft 
offenfive diuretic we know; in fuch cafes, and in fuch conftitutions, 
as I have advifed its exhibition. I have alfo the fatisfa€tion to find, 
by letters from fome of the moft eminent phyficians in different parts 
of England, that it is equally ufeful and fafe in their hands. But 
I complain of the treatment this medicine has had in London. Its 
il fuccefs there cannot be altogether owing to difference of confti- 
tutions. Dr. Lettfom has related his unfuccefsful attempts with a 
degree of courage, and of candour, which do the higheft honour to 
his integrity +; but no one can compare his choice of patients, 
with my declaration of the fit and the unfit, or the dofes he 
prefcribed, and the perfeverance he enjoined, with my dofes, 
rules, and cautions{, without being aftonifhed that he could fup- 
gee he had been giving this medicine ‘* in the manner prefcribed 

y me||.”"——I am fully fatisfied, that, had I prefcribed it in fuch 
cafes, fuch forms, fuch dofes, and fuch repetitions as he has done, 
the effects would, in my hands, have been equally ufelefs, and 
equally deleterious. I muft therefore fuppofe, that he had for- 
— what I had written, without being confcious that his memory 

ad deceived him. Had it been otherwife, after perufing the cafes 
I had publifhed at pages xx. and pages 151, &c. of my AccounT, 
&c. he would hardly have thought it neceflary to have publifhed 
more inftances of what I had ftigmatized as bad pra@ice; or to have 
fought for further proofs, that an active and ufeful medicine might 
be employed fo as to prove a deleterious poifon.’ 


* + Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, vol. ii, p. 145.’ 
* T Account of the Fox-glove, p.181. 184, et feq.’ 
* || Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, vol. ii. p. 169.’ 
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Ant. XIf. The Annals of Chemifiry, or, A Collection of Memoirs 
- yelative to Chemiftry, and the Arts with which it is conneéed. 
By Mefirs. De Morveau, Lavoifier, Monge, Berthollet, De Four- 
croy, Baron de Dietrich, Haffenfratz, and Adet. Tranflated from 


the French. Vol. I. 8vo. pp. 240. 38. 6d. fewed. Johnfon. 1791, 


vs Annales de Chimie (which fhould be tranflated Chemical 
Annals, not The Annals of Chemifiry,) commenced in 17895 
and continue to be publifhed in monthly numbers, three of 
which make a volume: of thefe volumes, ten ftill remain to 
complete the tranflation to the prefent time. The tranflator 
fhould himfelf have mentioned thefe particulars, that his read- 
ers might form fome idea of the extent of the undertaking. 
Thefe Annals are more comprehentfive in their objects, than 
the title-page would lead to expect. Befide feveral original 
Memoirs in each Number, by the editors themfelves or their 
correfpondents, they give a compendious view of the labours of 
others, and of all the difcoveries fucceffively made in chemiftry, 
and in the chemical arts and manufactures, throughout Europe. 
It is likewife a material part of their plan, to repeat the inte- 
refting experiments of others, and to give an account of the 
refults that take place in their own hands. 
‘ The importance of fuch a work is obvious to every one; 
and the execution of it has hitherto done credit to the well- 
known abilities of the gentlemen who have undertaken it. 
The tranflator alfo has acquitted himfelf, as /uch, fufficiently 
well *: but he fhould have confidered, that the fpeedy and 
tomplete communication of difcovweries and improvements is 
profefledly the main object, and that, in this refpect, he has 
by no means put the Englifh reader. in pofleffion of the fame 
advantages which the French reader enjoys. The French have 
other collections, fimilar in kind, but different in contents: the 
Journal de Phyfique, a monthly publication, of long ftanding 
and great celebrity, contains many valuable original papers, as 
well as extracts from the works of others; and, being in the 
fame language as the Annals, it may be prefumed to be equally 
known to thofe who are acquainted with that language, and 
equally unknown to thofe who are not: to the*tmpartial philo- 
efgpher they are indeed equally neceflary ; for as the editors have 
efpoufed different theories, it is natural for each party to have 
a predilection for fuch papers, and fuch correfpondents, as are 
moft favourable to his own. Not that we mean to recommend 





_* The only material error that has occurred to our notice, is a 
flip of the pen, or of the prefs, at the top of p. 21, alkalies of the 


lime, for alkaljes or lime. 
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a ors pao of both: the bulk and expence of fuch a work 
would probably defeat its intention ;_ but, by judicious abftra&s 
and feleétions, the interefting parts of them might be reduced to 
a very moderate campafs. Sucli an article as the following, 
which makes an entire page (184) in the prefent publication, 
cannot be fuppofed to be of any importance to the Englifh reads 
er, efpecially when a work of the fame nature has been much 
better executed, three years ago, in our own language ® : 


© Supplement to the Second Edition of the Elements of Chemifiry and 
Natural Hiftory, By M. De Foarcrey. 1 Vol. Ofave. 

¢ The name of M. de Fourcroy appears in the title of this little 
work by miftake. It is by Mr. Adet, whom M. de Fourcroy defired to 
undertake it. ‘This work does not appear to us to admit of being ana- 
lyfed, as it ftates, chapter by chapter, the additions which M. de 
Fourcroy has made to his work. But we believe that Mr. Adet has 
purfued in this performance the beft mode that could be devifed.’ 

Some other articles, of much greater length, are equally 
uninterefting to the Englith reader ; though they may, doubt. 
lefs, at the time of their original publication, have contributed 
not a little to give celebrity to the fyftem which the editors 
were labouring to propagate. 

The moft important papers in the prefent volume are the 
following : 

M. Apert on the femine muriat of ting or {moking fpirit of 
Libavius ; which is found to confift of tin combined with oxy- 
genated muriatic acid and caloric, deftitute of water: on intro- 
ducing about one third of water, the caloric is extricated, and 
the muriat becomes a folid mafs, no Jonger fuming. 

M. Lavoisier on the combuftion of iron in vital air; thewe 
ing that the vital air unites wholly with the iron: but that 
with zinc, notwithftanding its well-known combutftibility, the 
phenomenon does not fucceed ; a circumftance for which the 
author does not attempt to account. 

M. BertTHoLieT on the Pruffic acid; which he finds to 
confift of azote, hydrogene, and carbone, in unknown pro- 
portions.—-On metallic oxids, or calces ; which appear to aét as 
‘ acids with alkalies or lime ; as alkalies with acids; and fome- 
times to unite with one another, like an acid with an alkali, 
as. gold with tin in the purple precipitate: the preparation of 
argentum fulminans is defcribed, and its effects are explained.— 
Abridgment of Pelletier’s Memoir on the indire& combination o 
phofphorus with metallic fubftances, by fluxing them with glais 
of phofphorus and charcoal: it united with gold, platina, fil- 


——— 
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* See vol. iii. of our New Series, p. 163. 
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ver, copper, iron, tin, lead; and deprived the five former of 
their duaility.-On the combination of metallic oxids with the 
aftringent and colouring parts of vegetables ; fhewing, that iron 
is diflolved by aftringent vegetables, but not by the colouring 
fubftances, which have no aftringency, as madders brazil 
wood, &c. but that calces of iron, as alfo of. copper; tin, and 
manganefe, are diflolved by thefe laft, producing fixity, and 
fhades, which may be advantageous in dying. ) 

M. De Fourcroy on azotic gas as a principle of animal fub- 

ances: he finds this gas to abound in all animal matters, pro- 
portionately to the quantity of volatile alkali which they af- 
ford; that it is extricated by nitrous acid, in the temperature 
of 65° Fahr. and fpontaneoufly in the early ftage of putre- 
faction, whence the deleterious effects of the vapour ifiuing in 
that ftage.—Of azotic gas contained in the air-bladders of carp; 
and two mew ways of obtaining it when thofe bladders are not to 
be procured: he finds that manganefe contains azote, which ts 
extricated in the fame procefs with the vital air; that before 
the retort is red hot, the azotic gas alone is difengaged, but 
that, after this period, the vital air pafles néarly puree—+On a 
remarkable alteration of the blood, occafioned by difeafe: drops 
of blood from the nofe, brownith while flowing, gave to linen 
a fine blue colour, which, in fome weeks, pafled to a dirty 
green, and, at length, to a yellow: the author fufpedcts the 
colouring matter was analogous to Pruffian blue: perhaps 
it may rather be confidered as an inftance of oxygenation, 
agreeably to M. Chaptal’s theory.——On Jitharged wines, and 
Jome new methods of difcovering the prefence of lead. We doubt 
that the teft liquor here recommended is rather too troublefome 
for common ule: it is a folution of hepatic air in diftilled wa- 
ter, and muft be prepared at the very inftant when it is to be 
employed. 

M. De Morveavu oh the dilatability of air and gafes by heat ¢ 
— experiments on this fubject, with a tabular ftatement of 
them. 

M: Hass&nrRatz on hydrogenous gas: this gas, by ftand- 
ing over water for three or four months, has been faid to be 
changed into refpirable air, but was found by this gentleman 
to fuffer no alteration in twelve months. 

Befide thefe and fome other papers by the annalifts thernfelves, 
there are various extraé?s from Crell’s Journal, from the 4éa na- 
ture curioforum, and from other foreign publications of the time, 
relating chiefly to the analyfes of different mineral fubftances ; 
among which the moft remarkable are, thofe of the chryfo- 
prafus and adamantine fpar, both by Klaproth: the former is 


found to be a quartz, coloured green by calx of nickel; the 
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latter confifts of two parts of alum eafth, and one of an eartl¥ 
unknown, fo intimately united, as to refift decompofition with 
unexainpled obftinacy. This fpar, called adamantine, from its 
hardnefs, which is fuch as to fcratch cryftal, and to be applied: 
for the cutting and polithing of fome gems, has been brought 
from the E. Indies under the. name of corindum ; and fome {pe= 
eimens of it are here faid to have been found alfo in France. 
We have been more particular in our account of this 
firft volume, than its own magnitude may feem to require, 
or than we probably fhall be in reviewing thofe which may 
follow; and the reafon will readily occur. It is not yet too 
late for making alterations in th¢ plan, by which the work 
might be rendered invaluable: materials may be collected with 
eafe, in fufficient plenty, and of excellent quality, requiring. 
only to be compendioufly and perfpicuoufly difplayed ; though 
it is obvious that, for this purpofe, other abilities, than thofe 
ef a mere tranflator, will be neceflary. ue 





Axt. XID. On EleGricitp; with occafional Ovfervations on Mag- 
netifm. Pointing out the Inconfiltency and Fallacy of the Doc- 
trine of Pofitive and Negative Eleétricity : and inveltigating and 
explaining the true Principles, Compofition, and Properties of 
Eleétric Atmofpheres. By E. Peart, M.D. &c, 8vo. pp. gz. 
2s. fewed. Miller. 1791. 

r. Peart urges fome plaufible objections againft the com- 
mon doctrine of pofitive and negative electricity ; and fhews, 
from many circumftances of attraction and repulfion, that the 
bodies fuppofed to be.in a negative ftate, or totally deprived of 
the eleétric fluid, have, apparently, as real an ele€tric atmo- 
fphere as thofe on which the fluid is fuppofed to be accu- 
mulated. Mis own hypothefis is, that two fluids are concern- 
ed, which he calls, for diftinGtion’s fake only, zther and phlo- 
gifton; that thefe fluids are every where prefent, naturally 
combined together, and ftrongly attractive of each other; that 
they are’ imperceptible to us while combined and quiefcent,,. 
but inftantly manifeft their activity on being feparated ; that 
the feparating power, which excites one, gives a fimilar ex- 
citation to the other alfo ; that the two fluids arrange thems 
felves into atmofpheres round the two bodies, or round two op- 
pofite parts of one body, concerned in the feparation ; and that 
each of thefe atmofpheres confifts of two diftin& airs, an inter 
mal of ather, and an external of phlogifton, or, contrariwile, 
an internal of phlogifton and an external of xther. A more 
particular explication of the author’s hypothefis re(pecting the 
arrangements of thefe fluids into atmofpheres, and the laws 
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of their action, may be feen in his treatife on the Elementary 
Principles of Nature ; and from the fpecimen which we have 
already given of it, (in the fecond volume of our New Series, 
p. 97.) we imagine that moft of our readers have concluded, 
that there is more ingenuity in it than folidity. In the prefent 

ublication, the Doétor confines himfelf chiefly to the folution 
of the e/eéfrical phenomena, and of magnetic attraction and re- 
pulfion, which he finds to proceed from the fame two fluids in 
a different late of excitation. At the conclufion, -he extends 
his view, and contemplates the fame two fluids, either exifting 
feparately in different ftates of excitement, or coming together 
in different ftates of a&tivity, as having by him been proved to 
be the fele agents in all the operations of Nature: 

‘ In fhort, (he fays,) ether and phlogifton are the two aftive 
principles which produce the phenomena of magnetifm, electricity, 
gravitation, chemical affinities, light, fire, and all thofe aétive vari- 
ations of Nature, which we contemplate with wonder, and gaze at 
with admiration! For proofs of what I now affert, I refer thofe 
who have inclination to know them, and candour enough to give 
them their due weight, to the fall explanation I have given of 
them, in the Elementary Principles before mentioned.’ = 





Arr. XIV. Defeription of a Portable Chef of Chemiftry ; or, Com- 
-plete Colle&tion of Chemical ‘Tefts, for the Ufe of Chemitts, 
‘i Phyficians, Mineralogifts, ‘Metallurgifts, Scientific Artifts, Ma- 
; nufadturers, Farmers, and the Cultivators of Natural Philofophy. 
Invented by, J. F. A. Gottling, Profeflor of Chemiltry at Jena 
in Saxony. Tranflated from the original German. 12mo. pp. 194. 

_ 38. fewed. Kearfley. 1791. 
. TH portable cheft here offered to the public contains a 
complete fet, very commodioufly difpofed, of the different 
actds, alkalies, earthy and metallic folutions, vegetable co- 
lours, and the other tefts, or re-agents, neceflary in chemical 
analyfations; together with a blow-pipe, glafs mortar, {cales, 
&c. M. Gottling has taken great pains to afcertain the purity, 
and the effects, of the feveral preparations ; and he has defcribed 
the manner of ufing them, and of dete¢ting the prefence of 
particular fubftances in any given compound, with fo much 
¢learnefs and precifion, that a man of common underftanding, 
with little or no previous knowlege in chemiftry, will be en- 
abled by them to examine the nature and contents of fuch bo- 
| dies as are commonly required to be fubmitted to chemical in- 
veftigation. As it is our earneft with that refearches of this 
| kind may be rendered more familiar to manufa@turers and 
workmen, as well as more convenient to others, we recom- 
mend this publication to all the defcriptions of men enumerated 
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The preface informs us, that ¢ all the tefts are prepared by 
M. Hunneman, a friend of the author, and pupil of the two 
great luminaries of chemical fcience, Mefirs. Klaproth and 
Hermbftaedt, of Berlin ;’ and that * the chefts are fold, com- 
pletely fitted up, at C. and G. Kearfley’s, No. 46,- Fleet- 
ftreet ; where any article, that may be expended, will be re- 
placed.? A little farther information on this fubje& would not 
have been amifs: without queftioning, in the leaft, either the 
fkill or the care of M. Hunneman, we fhould like to know, 
whether he fends the preparations, in quantities, from the con- 
tinent, or has an elaboratory in London; and in chemical 
preparations of fuch delicacy, we cannot much approve of ap- 
parent refponfibility being only in bookfellers. Happily, how- 
ever, the experiments direGted in the book itfelf, for examining 
the feveral tefts, will generally difcover any material impurity 
or imperfection in them, wherefoever they may be procured. 

The author firft annoynced this undertaking in Sept. 1788, 
and ig now employed on a continuation of it ; which is to cone 
tain the analyfes made in the dry way, or by fire, not only of 
mineral fubftances, but of the vegetable and animal, having ree 
gard alfo to the feparation of the artificial elaftic or ; fo thatthe 
whole may be confidered as a complete chemical elaboratory in mi- 
niature, * Undoubtedly, (as he obferves,) a great number of 
experiments are yet neceflary to be made, in order to apply the 
apparatus, in the completeft and moft commodious manner, 
to every cafe that may occur’ but he does not feem to have 
any doubt of being able to overcome all difficulties ; and the 
ingenuity and perfeverance, fo confpicuous jn the prefent per- 
formance, promife fair for fuccefs in the more ardygus one 
which remains to be accomplifhed. Ch...m 
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rt. XV. Baroz Inigo Born’s New Procefs of Amalgamation ¢ 
Mead and Silver Orci, and other mderslise tweet as, by RA 
late Imperial Majeity’s Commands, introduced in Hungary and 
Bohemia, From the Baron’s Account in German, T'ranflated 
into Englifh by R. E. Rafpe With twenty-two Copper-plates. 
To which are added, A Supplement, or a Comparative View of 
. the former Method of Melting and Refining ; and an Addrefs to 
. the Subfcribers, giving an Account of its lateft Improvements, 
and of the Quickfilver Trade. to. pp. zg0. 2i. 2s. Boards. 
Nichols, &c, 479}. 
J* has been the general opinion of chemifts and metallurgifts, 
that filver, and even gold, are not always native nor metal- 
Jic in their ores, nor yet merely covered and di/guifed by fo- 
feign admixtures, but pften truly mineralized, like ‘the bafe 
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metals; that is, in a calciform or unmetallic {tate, combined 
with fulphur or the other mineralizing materials ; and as quick~ 
filver does not aét on any metal in this ftate, it has con- 
fequently been thought impoffible to extract the gold or filver 
from fuch ores by amalgamation. Baron Born contends, on 
the other hand, that the two precious metals never exift in this 
calciform or mineralized ftate ; that they are never any more 
than difguifed by the mere appofition of other matters ; that 
they may be divefted of their difguife, whatever it be, by 
fimple and eafy operations, particularly by comminution and cal- 
cination ; and may then be extracted by quickfilver, more com- 
pletely, and at lefs expence, than by any other known means. 

With regard to the author’s main object, it is not.of much 
importance in what ftate the gold or filver exifts in the ore ; for 
he feems to admit, that metals, naturally calciform, may be 
rendered metallic by the preparatory calcination. Indeed, his 
ideas on this part of the fubje& are not always very determinate 
nor confiftent : in one place he fays, that by this operation * the 
bafe metals fhould be reduced from their calciform ftate into 
that of metal,’ (p. 73.); in another, that ¢ the bafer metals, 
or femi-metals, from a metallic flate are reduced into that of 
calx,’ (p. 87.) Whatever may be the effect of the calcination 
in this refped, its utility for rendering the gold and filver amal- 
gamable is very fatisfactorily eftablifhed and explained. 

The ores in queftion generally contain fulphurated iron and 
copper ; and thofe which contain no fulphur, require fome ful- 
phureous mineral to be added. In calcination, the fulphur is 
decompofed ; its acid unites with the iron and copper by whick 
the precious metals were enveloped; and the vitriols, hencé 
refulting, being foluble in water, (which is a neceflary inter- 
medium in the amalgamation,) the particles of gold and filver 
remain clean, and in a proper ftate for uniting with the quick. 
filver. For more effectually fecuring this great point, a quan- 
tity of common falt is mixed with the gre, previoufly to the 
calcination: from the known laws of chemical affinity, the vi- 
triolic acid quits the metals, to unite with the alkaline bafis of 
the fea falt; and the marine acid, thus difengaged, is of much 
more extenfive activity than the vitriolic, diflolving nearly all 
the metallic fubftances that exift in thefe ores, (the gold and 
filver themfelves excepted,) and forming alfo, with the foluble 
earths, faline compounds; either fpontaneoulfly deliqpefcent, or 
of eafy folution in water. 

On thefe general principles, the Baron finds amalgamation 
to be fuitable for every fpecies of mineral containing gold or 
filver, by only varying the proportion of common falt, and 
fome other circumftances, sccpoling to the nature of the mine- 
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ral, which muft be previoufly afcertained by trials. He has: 
likewife made confiderable improvements in the feveral manual 
operations; in the neceflary furnaces and machines; in the 
dedivpers and mills for the comminution of the ore; in the fur- 
naces for calcination; in the boiling furnaces, with the appa- 
ratus and machinery for the ftirring of the mixture in alma- 
gamation; in the apparatus for wafhing the amalgam, and in 
the ftampers connected with it; in the furnaces for eliquating 
the amalgam, and for diftilling the mercury, &c.; of all which 
he gives defcriptions and figures. In fhort, the reader will 
here meet with ample inftructions for the moft fuccefsful and 
economical management, in large, of every part of the bufinefs, 
fo as to’obtain the whole quantity of gold and filver contain- 
ed in the ore, and to recover the quickfilver without lofs ; 
neither of which points have hitherto been attained, even at: 
the Spanifh mines in America, where the filver, as well as 
gold, is, for the moft part, confefledly, and often vifibly, metal- 
lic ; and where this mode of extraéting them has been eftablifh- 
ed during above two hundred years. 

Previoufly to the author’s detail of his own procefles, he 
gives an account of the methods praétifed by the Spaniards, as’ 
defcribed by different philofophical travellers, in treatifes writ- 
ten exprefsly on the fubje& by perfons on the {pot, and in fome 
official records. From thefe accounts, it is plain, that, though 
the enormous quantity of the nobler metals, annually brought 
into Europe from America, is almoft entirely obtained by amal- 

amation, yet the methods practifed or propofed for that pur- 
pofe are very faulty, and the defcriptions of them imperfect 
and inconfiftent ; that the full,produce of gold and filver can- 
not be extracted by any one of them; and that a great quan- 
tity of filver muft annually remain in the leavings ; that fome 
additions recommended are abfolutely ufelefs; that the means 
faid to prevent the lofs of quickfilver are very unfafe; and that 
the pretended fymptoms of the good or bad fuccefs of the amal- 
gamation are very fallacious. 

The new method of procedure was firft brought into prac- 
tice, and the firft quick-mill erefted, near Shemnitz in Hun- 
gary; and the advantages of it were fo fully afcertained, from 
the yery beginning, that the late Emperor, by a formal de 
cree, ordered * fimilar mills to be ereéted upon all the Impe- 
rial and Reyal mines in Hungary and Bohemia, under the dis 
reGlion of Baron Born; and that his Majefty nobly and libe« 
rally granted to him, as inventor and improver of the procefs 
of amalgamation, one third of the clear profits thence arifing 
during a fpace of ten years, and during another fubfequent pe- 
riod of twenty years an “annuity of four per cent, of one-third 
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of the faid profits; under this fingle refervation, that the Ba-* 
ron, out of this grant and annuities, fhould defray one-third of 
the coft.?. Notwithftanding the well-judged patronage of the 
Emperor himfelf, the Baron appears to have had great difficul- 
ties to overcome from another quarter, before the final efta- 


blifhment of his plan: 
¢ When I firft propofed the amalgamation of gold and filver ores, 
fome (he fays, p. 71;) of our clofec chemifts and empyrical melt- 
ers {couted the idea, and denied the poflibility fo pofitively, chat, 
rather than own it, I was fufpeGted and charged by implication of 
having, fomehow or other, and by flight of hand, introduced filver 
ipto the boilers er the other apparatus which [ made ufe of. But 
when the experiments were repeated at Vienna, and ocular demon-~- 
ftration was given of the denied poffibility, reams of paper were 
wafted in calculations, doubts, confiderations, and obje€tions againtt: 
the ufe of the procefs at large. Fortunately, the matter came to the 
cognizance of a monarch who knew, from experience, what ob- 
ftacles egotifm, prejudice, and ignorance, will thraw into the way 
af improvements and ufeful innovations. The confequence was, 
his Majefty’s command, that amalgamation fhould be introduced, 
Now, and ever fince, the operations at large have perfectly anfwer- 
ed, and undeniably proved the advantages which I forefaw ; all 
thefe calculators, pyrrhonifts, confiderers, and objectors, are re- 
duced to their laft miferable fhift, which is a thrug of their fhou!- 
ders, with an invidious ejaculation; There is nothing new in it! 
Kt is but the old Spanifh proce/s of amalgamation !” 
After the Emperor’s grant had been obtained, fome new 
financial regulations were devifed, with a view to obftruct 
the undertaking, ;by increafing its expence. For commor 
falt (of which the quantity confumed was very confiderable, 
more fo at firft than was afterward found to be neceflary,) the 
Baron was made te pay (as we Jearn from the tranflator’s pre- 
face,) at the rate of gs. 4d. fterling per hundred weight in Hun- 
gary, and 16s. 8d. in Bohemia; though the prime coft at the. 
royal magazines in the refpective places was only about as. 6d. 
and 3s. For quickfilver, he was charged 12]. 8s. per quintal, 
while the court of Spain was fupplied for 10]. and the ori- 
ginal price was but 25s. od. ‘Thefe regulations, however, 
and others of a like kind, inftead of diftreffing or difcrediting 
the work, ferved only the more to evince its advantages: the 
new procefs was adopted not only at the mines in the Im- 
perial and Auftrian dominions, but at thofe of Freyberg in 
Saxony : fome fuccefsful trials have been made for introducing 
it in the Hartz foreft, in place of the very expenfive procefs of 
feparating filver from copper by eliquation with lead; and the 
court of Spain has been fo fully convinced of the advantages 
that muft arife from it, particularly with regard to the rich 
leavings of their former procefs, which have been accumulating 
13 for 
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for ages, * that Mr. d’Ethuyar, infpedtor general of the mines 
jn South America, after having been inftrudted at Shemniz in 
. the principles of this precefs, has been fent, in 1788, to 
Mexico, with one Swedifh and fix German metallurgifts of the 
fame {chool, in order to introduce it in Mexico and Peru.’ 

While all the mining countries on the continent are looking 
up with admiration to this fingular revolution in metallurgy, 
and preparing to make the moft of it for themfelves, Mr. Rafpe 
has very laudably exerted himfelf in diffufing the knowlege of 
#t im this ifland, and in colle@ting for us al} the additional m- 
formation on the fubjeét that can be procured. 

In a prefatory addrefs to his fubfcribers, he gives an account 
of feveral improvements which have been made fince the Ba- 
ron’s publication, and by which the procefs is wonderfully fim- 
plified ; particularly the wet ftamping of the ore inftead of dry 
grinding ; a more expeditious way of fifting; a method of 
effefting the amalgamation by churning, without heat, in 
which the Baron himfelf had not been able to fucceed, though 
he had not given up the idea of its being practicable; a very 
ingenious and fimple contrivance for recovering the mercury 
from the amalgam without lofs ; with fome ufeful remarks, by 
the tranflator himfelf, on the ores, &c. which may be refined 
by quickfilver ; on the extraction of filver from copper by this 
means; on the reducing of copper to a high degree of purity ; 
and a view of the quickfilver trade. 

The Supplement confifts of * Reports znd opinions on the 
advantages of amalgamation, drawn up by {cme eminent miners 
and metallurgifts, at their meeting at Glafshutte near Shemniz 
in 1786, publifhed by J. J. Ferber, at Leipzig and Vienna, in 
3787. ‘The great fuperiority of the new procefs is here fully 
confirmed, by unexceptionable judges aflembled from different 
parts of Europe; fo that no doubt can remain of its being ad- 
Yantageous to all who are concerned either in the extraction 
of the nobler metals from ores, or in the recovery of them 
when mixed, in fmall particles, with recrementitious matters, 
in the neceflary operations of various arts and manufaétories. 

With regard to the tranflation of this work, moft of our 
readers, we prefume, are already fufficiently apprized, that 
there is no danger of Mr. Rafpe having any where mifunder- 
ftood the fenfe of his originals, or of having exprefled him- 
felf inadequately in our language —but juftice requires us to 
add, that he appears to have had this bulinefs much at heart ; 
and he intimates, in confequence of a mineralogical furvey 
which at that time (1790) employed him in the northern parts 
of the ifland, ‘ that Great Britain has a chance to have quick- 
filver mines of her own, nor any longer in that refpeé to be 
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Ant. XW. An Hiftory of Funguffis, growing about Halifax, i ork/bire.| 

With Forty-fix Copper-plates, &c. With a particular Deicriptioa 
of each Species, in all its Stages, &c. The Whole being a plain 
Recital of Faéts, the Refalt of more than Twenty Years’ Obfery~ 
ation. By James Bolton, Member of the Natural Hiltory So- 
ciety at Edinburgh. 4to. 4 Vols. Each at 2l. 2s. coloured, 
or 18s. plain, Boards. White and Son. 1788—1791. 


Ww: may perhaps appear to Mr. Bolton, as well as to many 
of his friends, to have overlooked this work: but fo re- 
{peCtable a production could not have been treated by us with fuch 
indifference *. The truth is, that foon after the third volume 
came to our hands, we heard a report that materials were in 
ftore, fufficient to make out a Jarge additional ones The fub- 
ject itfelf induced ys to give credit to the report. Fungi, the 
very quinteflence of anomaly in vegetation, are not very rea- 
dily to be afcertained as to locality, if even as to exiftence: 
for they appear after very long intervals, and they are won- 
derfully numerous in one yea, and perhaps will not grow in 
that {pot again for ten or twenty years. The neceffity, therefore, 
of an appendix, large as it is +, did not furprize us.—-We fhall 
rather wonder, if Mr. Bolton, provided he continue to be ac- 
tuated by the fame fpirit of inquiry, will not think himfelf 
compelled to favour us with another, or rather others, from 
time to time. Hearing, therefore, and readily believing, that a 
fourth part of equal importance would appear, we thought it 
beft to wait, till we could give an account of the whole toge- 
ther :—-to which we now proceed. 

The firft volume opens with a handfome dedication to the 
Earl of Gainfborough. To this fucceeds an introduétion, in 
which the author defines his Genera, and refers to a figure by 
way of illuftration. ‘The Agarics, being very numerous, are 
patticularly confidered ; and the parts of which they confift, 
are defined and illuftrated by figures. This introduction is 
carried on in the fecond volume, where alfo the outline of the 
author’s plan is fet forth. ‘The whole of the firft volume, and 
feventy-three pages of the fecond, contain the Agarics.—Mr, 
Bolton has not forgotten to give us a table of the fpecific de- 
fcriptions of all his fpecies drawn up in one view :—a plan 
which we cannot too ftrongly recommend to all writers in Na- 
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“a firft two vols. were briefly noticed by us in Rev, vol. ixxix. 
P: 400. 
t The Appendix makes the 4th volume of this work. 
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toral Hiftory, particularly when they treat of numerous fubs 


yects. : 
; The remainder of the fecond volume contains the GENERA, 


Boletus, Hydnum, and Phallus. 

The third volume has the introdu@tion continued, of which 
we fhall have occafion to fay a few words hereafter, and com- 
prehends the Genera, Clathrus, Helvella, Peziza, Clavaria, 
Lycoperdon, Spheria, and Mucor. A very thort appendix, 
containing a few later difcoveries, clofes the volume. 

’ We thank Mr. Bolton for the continuance of the introduc-~ 
tion in the fourth volume ;—not merely for his own later ob- 
fervation, but alfo for his account of Monfieur Bulliard’s 
work on the Fungi of France, which he gives with neatnefs, 
and all-becoming modefty. The Agarics, added in this vo, 
lume, make the whole number defcribed, and figured, 107. 
The Boleti are twenty-feven.— The numbers of the other 
families are in proportion. At the end of this volume, Is an 
Index Generalis, containing an enumeration of all the fpecies 
treated in the whole work, with references to fuch figures in 
other works, as Mr. Bolton could determine with certainty. 

The plan, as purfued tiroughout the whole performance, is, 
to give a fhort fpecific defcription in Latin of each fpecies, with 
reference to fynonyms and figures in other authors, (this idea 
fs more fully put in practice in the Jndex Generalis,) and then 
to add a long and very particular defcription of all the parts and 
qualities of each in Englifh. Every fpecies is figured. ‘Phere 
are 182 plates, | 

The author will, by this time, be fenfible, that we have’ 
taken fome pains to defcribe his publication ; and our readers 
will alfo have a tolerable idea of the immenfe Jabour which 
Mr. Bolton has beftewed in preparing his work: we ‘thali, 
therefore, turn our thoughts and inquiries, very readily, to 
confider the mode in which he-has executed it. . 

it muft be allowed that there is great perfpicuity in the ge- 
neral method purfued. The Genera are firft eftablithed; 
the orders under each are then regularly defcribed; the fpe- 
cific defcription is accurately detailed, at confiderable length ;" 
and the figure, being placed fronting each defcription, is thus 
ready at hand for comparifon. As the Genus Agaricus is 
the principal one of the Fungi, we are confequently led to ex- 
amine the author’s treatment of that fubje&t. It is not often 
that we can bring ourfelves to take part with modern {ciolifts, 
in their affected improvements of the Linnéan arrangements :— 
but we muft fay that Mr. Bolton is very right in contending 
for the diftinction between the valve and the velum.—The for- 
mer is that which inwraps the whole plant in its infant ftate ; 
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fre jatter is that which veils over the gills of the Agarici, being 
a membrane extending from the ftem of the plant to the rim of 
the pileus.— Parts evidently diftinct and applicable to very dif- 
ferent purpofes—Linné had confounded them.—All the parts 
of an Agaric are exhibited, and illuftrated in a rude but fufi- 
ciently expreflive plate at the head of the introduction, con- 
taining nine figures. Mr. Bolton makes good ufe of thefe 
arts, in directing the ftudent in his purfuits. 


‘ In defcribing an Agaric, every part of the plant fhould be ex- 
amined, in relpeét to the following particulars. 

‘ The root, whether tapering, bulbous, compreffed, or of what 
other figure; note the colour and confiltence of the fibres, and to 
what they adhere ; whether the root produces one fingle ftem, or 
more than ore; and if more, how many: fay in what fituation it 
grows, and at what feafon. Nore, whether ic be furnifhed with a 
wolva, and if there is avolva, fay of what fize, figure, texture, 
colour, and duration ; if it perifhes and difappears before the o:her 
parts, fay Now, and at what age of the plant: under this head, 
note alfo, the duration of the plawt, whether it fprings up and pe- 
rifhes in the fpace of a few hours, in one or two days, or whether 
it abides for weeks. 

‘ Of the flem fay, whether upright or leaning; if leaning, 
whether in a regular curve, or crooked in various direftions; whe. 
ther hard and firm on being prefled between the fingers, or freely 
yielding to a gentle preflure; whether folid, and of the fame fub- 
ftance throughout, or f/fu/ar, hollow within; whether eafily di- 
viding in filaments, or of a brittle fpongy fubftance, not divifible 
in filaments ; fay how thick, how tall, of what colour both within 
and without. 

‘ If there be a curtain, fay, at what age of the plant it breaks; 
and how, of what colour and confiftence it is, and whether it en- 
tirely vanifhes, or leaves any veitiges. 

‘ Of the gills, as before mentioned, fay, if they are in one, two, 
or three feries; whether broad or narrow, many or few; whether 
fine or coarfe; whether adhering to the ftem by a narrow claw, by a 
broad bafe, or not touching the item. Say of what colour from firtt 
to laft. Note, whether they yield a milky fluid, on being wounded 
or broken; and if fuch a fluid, fay of what colour, tafte, and 
fmell. 

* Of the pileus, note, what figure it affumes, from firft to laf; 
what its diameter in a {tate of perfection, or at full growth; whe- 
ther waved, undulzted, or cramped round the margin, or regular 
and-even, whether the furface be {mooth and plain, or rugged with 
fcales, or other inequalities ; if ragged, fay, whether the matter is 
of the fame fubftance with, and growing from the pileus, or is of 
a different fubftance, adhering to the pileus by means of a gluten, 
or otherwife ; and note the colour of thefe inequalities. —If the far- 
face is {mooth, note how it feels to the touch ; whether clammy or 
dry; whether like cloth, filk, velvet, leather, vellum, or what 
elfe; note, whether it confifts of-much Aeth or not, and of what 
ore fubftance 
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fubftance and colour within ; whether foft and fibrous, or hatd ahd 
brittle ; whether diffolving or withering in decay ; and note, what 
mutations of colour take place on its furface, from the firft appear- 
ance above ground, to the utter decay of the plant.’ 

Such pra@tical hints as thefe are always valuable, and we 
with to give them all the publicity in our power, as they are 
very likely to produce ufeful obfervations, which promile to lead 
to a true pasttleda of the fpecific eharaéter of each fpecies, and 
to a determination of the limits of the feveral varieties. Thus 
far all is in Mr. Bolton’s favour. | 

In executing his figures, our naturalift feems to have ha¢ 
his eye continually on the natural air and habit of his. feveral 
fubjects : but, in fo coftly a work, it is a pity that the hand of 
the mafterly artift is not obfervable.—With a great natural 
likenefs, very often an inelegant penciling prevails; and the 
colouring is laid on in rather a rude manner, in many inftances. 
We do not meat to fay that thefe defects are obftgcles to the 
knowlege of the fubje&t: but, charmed as we are by the ele- 
gant and expreflive figures of Mr. Curtis and Mr. Sowerby, 
we fhould have no objection to have had our eyes pleafed with 
a beautiful difplay of the painter’s art, while our minds were 
Jabouring in fuch abftrufe ftudies. 


The effential charaéter of each fpecies is given in Latin :—we , 


muft recall our expreffion,—oftener in the worft of what is 
called Dog-Latin. \t feems as if two or three pesfons were 
employed on this part of the work ; for fome are exprefled in 
a true and proper ftyle, as Agaricus croceus, No. LIX. J. fi- 
pitatus luteus, flipitis parte inferiort © pileo conico villofis, la- 
mellis albis numerofis denfis. Others are given in what may be 
called media Latinitatis, as Agaricus luridus, No. XXVI. A. 
fipitatus, pileo conico grifeo vifcido, margine inequale, la- 
mellis integris profundis fordide caruleus, flipite folidd arcuata. 
Here only gender and declenfion are murdered. We may ob- 
ferve by the way, that we are told this grows on Gibbet- 
bill, Some are in the true infime Latinitatis,—as, Spheria 
virDIs, No. CLII. 8S. fimplex globofa virida cortice granu- 
lata, granula fufea. We really have not hunted for thefe in- 
ftances of Parnaflian reformation. We may fay of the book, 
Ipfe capi voluit,—each volume opened in thefe places. Who- 
ever will hunt after game of this fort, will be fure to find fport : 
but, ferioufly fpeaking, we wonder that Mr. Bolton, when he 
was preparing fo coftly a publication, and was willing to ap- 
pear in Latin, did not take better care, and get fome learned 
friend, (furely he muft have many equal to the tafk,) to cor- 
re& fuch ridiculous faults :—a common fchool-boy could havé 
done it. In our character as protectors and promoters of fei- 
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ence and literature, we muft afk, why would he not content 
himfelf with that to which he feems equal, plain Englith ? 
Why is the fcience to be fo overloaded with coftly imperfec- 
tions? Is a man’s merit raifed by meddling with the jargon 





of literature ? We could fay a great deal more to the fame 
urpofe: but we flatter ourfelves that Mr. Bolton is ready to 
acknowlege his offence. His merit lies in great obfervation and 
practical knowlege; and this would be very fufficient, were he 
to communicate his fubjeét to others by word of mouth: but 
when he proceeds farther to the art (we will not deem it im 
him, the trade,) of book-making, many other requifites are 
neceflary :——-Corre&t language, tafte in the difpofition of fub- 
» an elegant execution of them, and, in fhort, that happy 
talent, with which few are blefled, of conftituting a complete 


whole. The Londen Cockney Naturalif? will not find his fub- 


jects in Bond-ffreet, nor in Cheapfide: but, having a more 
{cientific tafte than his ‘more learned country practitioner, wil 
execute his plan, the materials for which he collects from va- 
rious diftances, far more corretly. The Country Naturalift 
has to boaft of more intimate knowlege of his fubjects: but 
his mind is not habituated to move in the elegant line of re- 
fined life, nor is his hand corre& in exprefling what he would 
with,.—Evidently, then, they each want mutual affiftance ; 
and if ever Mr. Bolton wifhes to appear again in print, we 
hope he will profit from our friendly hint. Let him colle& for 
himfelf, and let him fubmit his language to fcholars, and his 
drawings to an acknowleged artift. 

We mutt beg to difpute a point of practical obfervation with 
Mr. Bolton—Speaking of the * Boletus elegans, which was found 
in the hollow of an old elm-tree root, in Auguft 1786,’ he 
fays, ‘ it did not make its appearance there in 1787, but in 
1788 on the 28th of July another fpecimen grew in the felf 
fame {pot ; fo that this /pecies feems to be biennial in its nature.” 
- Introduction, p. xx.] There is no proof at all of this. 
n the firft place, no general conclufion can be drawn from a 
fingle inftance ; and adly, If the circumftances of growth and ap- 
pearance are to give the notion of the powers of vegetation in 
any {pecies, all things muft be thrown into confufion ;—and, by 
the fame rule, fome muft be decennials, and fome twentennials, 
and, in fhort, we muft coin new terms to exprefs all thefe 
novel irregularities. We know nothing of the culture of Fungi 
from feed. Affertions have been made : —but aflertions (to gain 
credit with fober-minded people,) muft be founded in actual 
and repeated experiments. | 

We mentioned our intention of taking fome notice of the 


Continuation of the Introduétion in the third volume. We 
would 
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would with to bring forward a very ingenious remark of Mr, 
Thomas Flintoff of Guifborough in Yorkfhire, on the mo« 
tion of the fibres in the /carlet clathrus; it is contained in a 
letter from that Gentleman to Mr. Edward Robfon of Dar. 


lington, who tranfmitted it to Mr. Bolton. 

‘ J have enclofed a fpecimen of a wonderful little plant. The 
flalk is about a line in length, bearing at the top a round head, 
about the fize of a rape feed, at the firfl very tender, and contains 
a liquor Jike milk ; from that they turn to a beautiful orange co. 
lour, and after that to an olive. When mature, and fit for exa- 
mination, I looked at a great many of them through the explaca- 
tor; and fome amongft them were juft opening at the top: one of 
thefe I laid on the talck in the flider, and viewed it through the 
filver fpeculum. At the firft [ was much furprized, to fee apart of 
the fibres, that had got through the rupture, moving like the legsof a 
fly when laid on its back. I then burft it with the point of a pin, 
and was furprized ftill more, when I faw it had the appearance of 
a little bundle of worms entangled together, or fibres all alive. I 
next took the little bundle of fibres quite out, and the animal mo- 
tion was then fo exceeding ftrong, as to turn it half round, firft 
one way and then another, and two or three times it got out of the 
focus. Almoftevery fibre had a different motion; fome of them 
twined one round another, and then untwined again, while others 
were bending, extending, coiling, waving, &c. The fibres had 
many little balls adhering to their fides, which I take to be the 
feeds: I obferved many of thefe were difengaged at every motion 
of the fibres. 1 diltinguifhed many of the fibres, and they appeared 
under the lens as thick as a horfe-hair, and were all exaétly of the 
fame length, which was, to my apprehenfion, about two inches ; 
they were {malleft at each end, which, together with their vermi- 
cular motion, gave them the ftrongeft refemblance of little live 
worms. I examined many of them, at various times, and always 
found the motion precifely the fame; but ftrongeft when recent, 
and on the firft burfting. The feeds appeared like gunpowder, 
finely granulated.’ | 

By fome miftake, this remark is here attributed to Mr. Rob- 
fon. However, ina letter which we have received from that 
Gentleman, he very handfomely reftores it to the right owner. 

We take our leave for the prefent of Mr. Bolton, heartily 
thanking him for having laid fo good a foundation for the ftudy 
of Englifh Fungi: his work is abfolutely neceflary to all who 
would be mafters of the fubjeét. Mr. Bolton will obferve, 
that nothing which we have faid, in the way of critict/m, ‘takes 
from his character as a very laborious and intelligent botanift, 
[tis no impeachment of his abilities in this line, to fay that we 
think him blameable in not profiting from Mr. Aiton’s fenfible 
declaration in his Hortus Kewenjfis, that he was favoured with 
the ** affiftance of men more learned than himfelf.” (See the 
Dedication to the King.] ~ It is naturally to be expected from 
— modern 
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modern publications, that they fhould complete the fubject, to 
the time in which they offer their fentiments: but a book, like 
a gentleman, fhould not prefume on the mere foundneis and 
quantity of knowlege contained within ; fome refpect muft be 
paid to the fafhion of the times ; and it mutt be allowed that 
the moft profound fcholar is not excufeable, if he lays afide the 
attention due to exteriors. 

*. For our account of Mr. Bolton’s Filices Britannica, or 


Hiftory of Britifh Ferns, fee Rev. vol. ]xxvi. p. 129. “a 





Art. XVII. Thirteen Sermons to Seamen; preached on board of 
his Majefty’s Ship, Leander, in the Bay of Gibraltar. By 
Percival Stockdale. 8vo. pp.620. 5s. Boards. Deighton. 


1791. 
Ts author has frequently engaged our attention *, and as 
we have not failed (we hope, ) to treat him with due regard, 
neither have we neglected to point out, with candour, any de- 
fe&is which difcovered themfelves to us in his publications. 
In his various writings, fome of which have, perhaps, been 
rather too haftily produced, we have obferved the marks of ge- 
nius, and of an acquaintance with fubjeCs of learning ; we 
have farther remarked with pleafure, that whatever peculiarities 
might attend them, they are accompanied, in other inftances, 
with good fenfe; and are generally directed to promote the great 
purpofes of piety and morality. In the prefent volume, we 
find little matter for objection, and much to approve. 

The author pleads occafionally for the eftablifhed church in 
which he officiates ; and has alfo fpoken unfavourably of thofe 
who diflent from it ; yet we cannot regard him as a bigot, nor 
rank him with thofe, who, either through ignorance or fuper- 
ftition, or policy, declaim in fupport of what others have 
deemed indefenfible. Several of his fentiments in this collec- 
tion, as well as in his former produétions, intimate to us that 
he is a friend to liberty, civil and religious,—to every thing 
that may juftly and reafonably contribute to the comfort and 
benefit of his fellow-creatures. His theology, he would fup- 
pofe, and we will not difpute it, accords with the declared te- 
nets of our eftablifhment: yet we cannot but remark the man- 
ner in which he {peaks of one great article ; concerning which 
he thus exprefles himfelf,—+ ¢ the ever blefled Trinity—or the 
exiftence of God, in his three characters, energies, or ations, of 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Infpirer of good thoughts, refolu- 





* See our General Index; and vols. Ixxi. and |xxix. 
t+ Page 137. 140, 141. 
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tions and conduét.” —— The fermon was preached on Trinity 
Sunday ; he might think there was a kind of propriety in at- 
tending to the diftinction by which the day has been marked: 
but the fubjeét of his difcourfe, wifely chofen in our view, is 
that of doing juftice, &c, in recommendation of which duty he 
principally addrefles his audience. 

In his preface, we-obferve that Mr. Stockdale expreffes an 
approbation of authorizing and guarding, by the law, what he 
calls the eflential doftrines of Chriftianity ; yet we perceive, 
with’pleafure, that however ftrenuous he may be for fuch ex- 
tenfions of power, his difpofition, and his religion, are wholly 
abhorrent from perfecution * :—‘ Thofe,’ he tells us, * who have 
been appointed the guardians and explainers of the fcriptures, 
have, perhaps, in ancient, as well as in modern times, done 
more injury both to them, and to religion, than any other 
clufs or defcription of men; by making the facred oracles the 
inftruments of their fecular or intellectual ambition :’—He 
proceeds to cenfure thofe acrimonious and unchriftian zealots, 
¢ who have excited furious and fcurrilous difputes ; and have fet 
on foot cruel and fanguinary perfecutions, becaufe they could not 
prevail on thofe whom they ihould have treated:as brethren, to 
accept their jargon for a clear and full interpretation of the fe- 
crets of heaven. Thefe men totally loft fight of the /ubfance 
of Chriftianity ; they fureby forgot that all our doings without 
charity, are nothing worth.’—Once more, he argues, ¢ Of all 
the enemies to the celeftial morality of the gofpel (I do not 
mean with a cold and timid caution, to reftrain my remark to 
the church of Rome) the moft mifchievous foes to this divine 
morality, have always been priefts who are licentious in their 
manners, or ambitious in their fchemes.’? This breathes the true 
fpirit of the old Reformers ! On another occafion, we find him 
not fo biafled in favour of the ecclefiaftical conftitution of his 
own country, as not to allow of fome defects :—* No human in- 
ftitutions, (he fays,) were ever perfect: therefore I flatter 
myfelf, that it will not be thought illiberal and invidious to 
obferve, that we are apt to praife the rights, the privileges, 
the laws, and the cuftoms of England, with too partial and 
indifcriminate an eulogium. Our laws are, in general, equi- 
table and excellent, their adminiftration is, undoubtedly, in 
fome refpests exceptionable. Even the noble right of being 
tried by eur peers, is not without its inconveniencies : juries 
are fometimes warped, and fometimes intimidated ; fimple and 
honeft witnefles are embarrafled, and confounded, by felfith 
and venal iawyers ; and we pay dearly even for juftice, which 
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ought to be as free and unexpenfive as the air: hence a poor 

man is often legally injured, opprefled, and ruined by the ma- 

jignant and tyrannical oppofition of a rich and powerful anta- 
onift,’—There is both juftice and generofity in this remark, 

Oliver Cromwell, however, falls under Mr. Stockdale’s fe-~ 
vereft lafh: with him he contrafts his fon Richard, and con- 
cludes with Voltaire’s refleftion ;—** the life of the fon was a 
life of health, virtue, felf-fatisfaction ; while the father knew 
nothing but folicitude and torment.”—The preacher might, 
no doubt, if he had chofen it, have found inftances, equally, or 
_ more familiarly adapted, for cautioning his audience againft an un- 
juftifiable Jove of the world, than that on which he has here fixed. 
We are fomewhat inclined to number this among the eccentri- 
cities by which this Gentleman’s writings have, in fome in- 
ftances, been diftinguifhed: but which more feldom occur in 
the prefent than in his former publications. 

On the whole, we have perufed this volume with fatisfac- 
tion ; the fubjects are proper; the remarks are often fenfible 
and ftriking ; and the exhortations are delivered with energy : 
yet there is ftill fomewhat defultory and wandering, at times, 
in his manner: but there are alfo certain evidences of ability, 
of inquiry, and of knowlege, together with appearances of an 
honeft mind, which wifhes for truth, and can but reluctantly 
be fhackled by the dogmas and commandments of men, We 
might fele& paflages which would be acceptable in point of 
compofition, and yet more for their ju difplay and recom- 
mendation of religion and virtue. It gives us pleafure to ob- 
ferve a fteady endeavour to render people eafy and contented in 
their ftations, and to lead them to regard the practice of righ- 
teoufnefs, founded on real piety, as the fure method for prefent 
peace and enjoyment ; at the fame time that it tends to their 
future reft and happinefs. We mutt fuppofe that if Mr. 
Stockdale’s naval hearers did not duly profit by his difcourfes, 
the fault muft have been in themfelves: but this remark will, 





indeed, equally apply to audiences of every other defcription. H; 
1-8. 
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Art. XVIII. Sermons; now firlt publifhed from the original Ma- 
nufcripts of John Wallis, D.D, fome Fime Savilian Profeffor 
of Geometry in the Univerfity of Oxford, Keeper of the Ar- 
chives, Member of the Royal Society, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
> King Charles lf. 8vo. pp.623. 6s. Boards. Robin- 
ons, 


TT BESE difcourfes are very properly introduced by memoirs of 
the author; a man of great ability, learning, worth, and 
celebrity, in his day ; although, as it muft happen, in the pro- 
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grefs of years, to numbers who, like Dr. Wallis, merit a fas 
vourable report, his memory has been too much difregarded, 
He lived during a remarkable period of the Britifh hiftory ; 
being born in the year 1616, and dying, at the age of eighty- 
feven, A.D. 1703. In what manner he conduéted himfelf, 
amid the difcords and confufions with which regal oppreffion 
and ecclefiaftic infolence marked fo Jarge a portion of this time, 
does not diftin@ly appear. On the one hand, we learn that 
he was an epifcopalian, and a friend to the royal party; and 
on the other, we find him, in 1644, one of the fecretaries to 
the Aflembly of Divines then convened at Weftminfter; during 
his attendance on which, we alfo obferve him an officiating 
minifter in Fenchurch-ftreet, and afterward in lronmonger- 
Jane; where, he himfelf fays, he continued till his removal to 
Oxford, in 1649; for then it was, ‘ that he became public 
profeflor of geometry, on the foundation of Sir Henry Savile ;’ 
and he pafled the remainder of his days in the cultivation of 
thofe {ciences, which, * he has fo much improved to the ho- 
nour of his country, as well as of himfelf.” He had been early 
-and deeply grounded in grammatical learning ; and was verfed 
in the languages before he went to Cambridge, where he fpent 
fome years: but it is remarkable, that though he was afterward 
fo great a proficient in geometrical fcience, the whole of what 
he learned of it in his youth was during a fortnight’s vacation 
which he fpent at his mother’s houfe, when he was only fourteen 
years of age. At that time he obtained fome inftruCtion in this 
refpect from one of his younger brothers : 

* This (fays he) was my firft entry into mathematics, and ail 
‘the teaching | had; but did afterwards profecute it as a pleafing di- 
verfion at fpare hours, as books of arithmetic or other mathematical 
fubjeéts fell occafionally in my way; for mathematies were not at 
.that time looked on as academical learning, but the bufinefs of 


traders, merchants, feamen, carpenters, land-meafurers, or the 
like, or perhaps fome almanac-makers in London; and of more 


‘than two hundred ftudents at that time in our college, I do not 


know of any two that had more mathematics than myfelf, which 
-was but very little, having never made it my ferious ftudy till fome 
time before | was defigned for a profeffor in it.’ 

Though Dr, Wallis did not apply to this fcience, as a bufi- 
nefs, until he was upward of forty years of age, it prefently 
appeared that he had a genius particularly fitted for the purfuit. 
He foon became eminent: of which he gave proof by the works 
that he publifhed *. One accidental tefttimony of this, is his 


_* Commercium Epiftolicum,’ occafioned by a challenge given by 





° He was allowed to be the firft mathematician of the time in 
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Mr. Fermate (a Frenchman,) to the Englifh, Dutch, and 
French mathematicians (except thofe of Paris,) to anfwer a 
numerical queftion. The Doétor accomplifhed it with great 
applaufe, and received, among other commendations, in a let- 
ter addrefled to Sir Kenelm Digby, the farther acknowlegement, 
‘ Now muft Holland yield to England, and Paris to Oxford.’ 

In conne€tion, it is proper to mention his acutenefs as a 
decypherer ; in which art he was employed for feveral years, 
with great fuccefs, although for fome time with but inconfi- 
derable emolument to himfelf. His attention to this bufi- 
- nefs alfo feems to have been accidental. One night, as they 
were fitting down to fupper, at Lady Vere’s, about the begin- 
ning of the year 1643, the Doctor informs us, that a chaplain 
of Sir William Waller fhewed him, as a curiofity, an inter- 
cepted letter in cypher, the firft thing he had ever feen of the 
kind; and, between jelt and earneft, afked if he could make 
any thing of it. Before he went to bed, he difcovered it to be 
analphabet. This inftance of penetration introduced him to a 
variety of employment of this kind, often very difficult and la- 
borious. The account here given is chiefly confined to his 
engagements with the Earl of Nottingham and the Earl. of 
Shrewfbury, fucceffively fecretaries to K. William the Third. 
His painful affiduities were handfomely acknowleged in words : 
but, as may be expected from courts and courtiers, (of paft 
times, we mean, not of the prefent,) other rewards were. in- 
confiderable: nor was he better treated by the eleétor of Bran- 
‘denburgh; to whom he feems to have rendered fome important. 
fervices. It muft, however, be added, that, after delays, he 
did at length obtain fomething more like a fuitable acknow- 
legement from each. In 1700, King William fettled on 
him an annual penfion of one hundred pounds, with furvivor- 
fhip to his grandfon, Mr. William Blencowe. ‘The elector 
of Brandenburgh, in a courfe of time, alfo fent him a rich gold 
medal and chain of near feventeen ounces; with fuitable em- 
bellifhments. The editor of this volume adds, and we read it 
with fome concern, that after this medal had been for many 
years in the family, he difpofed of it as old gold; having firit 
offered it for fale to the Oxford and Britifh Mufeums, and to 
feveral antiquaries. 

The Doétor exhibited other proofs of his learning and abi- 
lity in different ways: in his Tradtus de Logueld Grammatico« 
Phyficus, publifhed in 1653, and fince often reprinted, he par- 
ticularly defcribes the phyfical or mechanical: formation of 
founds ufed in fpeech, or expreffed by the letters of feveral 
languages ; and informs us farther, that, in agreement to this 
plan, he undertook, with fuccefs, to teach dumb perfons to 
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fpeak. His method was, by directing them to apply the 
tongue, lips, and other organs of fpeech, to fuch poftures and 
motions as are proper for fuch and fuch founds, whether the 
perfon fpeaking do hear himfelf or not; according, it is faid, te 
the Doétor’s own words, extracted from the Philofophical 
Tranfactions for the year 1666. 

He was not only a member of the Royal Society, but one of 
the gentlemen who firft occafioned its eftablifhment. ‘The re- 
lation here given of his numerous works is alfo faid to have 
been drawn from the memoirs of that learned body. The re- 
mark made in one of them, concerning K. Richard the Third, 
may be new to fome readers, or may at leaft ferve to confirm 
an opinion which has been occafionally advanced, though not 
generally admitted. It appears, in his Latin Grammar of the 
Englifh tongue, for the ufe of foreigners * ; {peaking of words 
which begin with cr, as if, fays he, they took their meaning 
from the crofi—among other illuftrations, he adds, Richard III. 
formerly king of England, was called, Crouched-back, not be- 
caufe his back was crooked, but becaufe he wore on his back 
the form of the crofs. » 

After Dr. Wallis entered on his Savilian profefforfhip, his 
attention was principally directed to thofe mathematical in- 
quiries, which, in former years, he had regarded only as an 
amufement: for, certainly, regular minifters, of real piety, 
benevolence, and virtue, find other more important cares con- 
neéted with their ftations, if they would be ufeful, and comport 
with the defign of their office: but to thefe, the Profeflor now 
ably and profitably applied for his future days: he tranflated 
feveral ancient Greek authors, connected with the fubje&, be~ 
fide the volumes which he compofed and publithed. 

On the whole, Dr. W. muit be regarded as a man who 
ftands high in the learned world. As a theologian, he ranked 





* Of this valuable work, a new handfome edition was printed, 
in 1765, at the expence of the late Mr. Tuomas Hotu1s, who 
was remarkable for appropriating a confiderable part of his large 
fortune to acts of peculiar benevolence, particularly to the patriotic 
purpofe of reprinting fcarce and valuable publications. Of his im- 
preflions of thefe, he ufually gave away great numbers, efpecially to 
feminaries of learning, in moft parts of the globe, as well as to 
private perfons, whom he deemed friends to liberty and fcience ; 
and fuch prefents were often clothed in the moft elegant and ex- 
penfive binding. He caufed a fine portrait of Dr. Wallis to be 
prefixed to his edition of the Latin Grammar, from a drawing by 
Cypriani; which print is wel! copied, and placed as a frontifpiece 
to thefe fermons. For a more particulated account of Mr. Hollis’s 
edition of the Grammar, and of the utility of the work itfelf, fee 
Monthly Review, vol. xxxii. p. 305. 
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avith thofe who at that time claimed the denomination of orthodox, 
and he appears to have been an adept in that kind of divinity: 
but, which is far more important, he alfo appears earneftly foli- 
citous to advance the true intereft of his hearers. Learned and 
fkilful he certainly was; and we apprehend he acted con- 
formably to the noble dictates of virtue, integrity, and good~ 


nefs. 
We meet with one long letter on the fubjeét of the Trinity, 
in which are a few fingular things; but we particularly remark 
his declaration, that they, who believe the fcriptures, agree, 
“that, if it be not impoffible, it is fufficiently revealed.’ Now 


the great ftrefs of the objeétion, as to the prefent day at leatt, 


feems to reft here, that the fcriptures, when fairly examined 
and candidly explained, contain no fuch revelation. 

In another letter relative to diflenters from the church of 
England, we find a liberality of fentiment ; and fome intima- 
tions, if we miftake not, that efablifbed forms and cuftoms 
tight be confiderably amended :—=but who pleads for the in- 
fallibility of human ordinances ? 

‘The editor of this volume concludes the account of his an- 
ceftor in this manner : 

‘« Thus I have endeavoured to draw a likenefs of the Doftor in 
miniature; nay, indeed, I have ftudied to make him his own bio- 
grapher; though I know many people do not approve this method 
of writing lives, as not being fufficiently didactic, nor admitting 
that favourable point of view in which moft readers expe an editor 
to place his fubje&t; yet, on the other hand, if it does not give 
a flattering likenefs, it is more likely to give an exaét one, as be- 
ing drawn from the origina’. But whether it be fo or not, I leave 
to the connoiffeur to determine.’ 

We muft now take fome notice of the /ermons; concerning 
which, however, we have not much to offer. They are of 
the old puritanical kind; they have an air of feriou{nefs and 
earneftnefs adapted to engage attention and to accomplith 
good purpofes ; they wear the marks of fenfe and ingenuity in 
the author, and of his powers of perfuafion; they prefent 
pertinent and ufeful obfervations, and fome that will not fail 
to ftrike the reader’s mind with confiderable force: but the di- 
vifions are tedious, and at times obfcure; and the diftinG@tions are 
nice, if not unfatisfactory or unintelligible, perplexed with {cho- 
Jaftic terms, and tinQured with thofe notions of religion, and 
of the divine government, which, in thefe days, would be 


_ thought more likely to turn men from all care and concern 


about their duty to God, and their own fafety, than to lead 
them to a wife and due degree of thoughtfulnefs and diligent 


endeavour to work out their own falvation. 
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It is rather curious, (how far it is inftrudtive, let the reader 
determine, ) to obferve our author addrefling his audience in this 
manner : 

‘ In a fynthetical way, I might recommend to you in order /ab- 
jtflum, principia, et affeius: but, to avoid the confufion of too 
many fubdivifions, you may briefly obferve thefe particulars in their 
order; Motor, Metio, Mobile, Motus, Via, et Terminus, (p. 85.) 
which agree exactiy with the order of nature and the conftruction of 
words in the text.’ 

The text is, Draw me, we will run after thee*. There are 
other fpecimens of a like kind in the volume, (and which are 
alfo fpecimens of the fafhion of preaching in thofe days,) but 
we think none fo remarkable as this. Left we fhould be 
deemed partial, we will here add a few lines which may be 
thought more worthy of a preacher, when he fays, 

‘ 'To profefs religion towards God, and at the fame time to 
walk difhoneftly towards man, is to give ourfelves the lie: ‘* He 
that faith he loves God, and yet at the fame time hateth his bro- 
ther, isa liar.” It isa fhame for men, while they would feem re- 
ligious, to fail in morality—while they would be thought eminent 
in grace, to come fhort of what even nature would teach them. To 
make great profeflion of religion, without producing fruit anfwer- 
able thereunto, is much like the tree which Pliny {peaks of, that 
had leaves as broad as a fhield, but fruit fcarcely fo large as peas.’ 

Little narrations and allufions are occafionally and perti- 
nently introduced: but though we meet with fuch praétical 
remarks and exhortations as that which we have juft given, the 
fermons, for the chief part, are rather of that fort which is 
termed doéfrinal. 

We agree with Mr. De Coetlogon, who writes a recom- 
mendatory preface to this volume, that it contains the fenti- 
ments efpoufed by many, zot all, of the Reformers ; and that 
it certainly accords with that code of doctrine prefcribed, by 
act of parliament, for teachers in the church of England: but 
when he declares his apprehenfion, that ignorance and abfurdity 
alone can deny their concurrence with the Holy Scriptures, we 
cannot but withhold our aflent, fubmit to Mr. De Coetlogon’s 
cenfure, and rank with the ignorant and abfurd, rather than 
fubfcribe to thofe reprefentations of the Supreme adminiftration, 
which appear to us, though not fo intended, liable to the charge 
of profanenefs. 

We have already paid our willing tribute of refpec&t and 
applaufe to the memory of Dr. Wallis: but though we efteem 
him, as wife and good, and refpect him as an eminent, nay, 
a great mathematician, we muft regard him as an indifferent 
logician in divinity, as far as any judgment can be formed 
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from 























Erikine’s Sketches and Hints of Church Hiflory, &c. 193 


from thefe fermons; and for this defect we can eafily account, 
from his being tied down to a fyftem, the fyftem of Caluinifint, 
confidered by numbers as the voice of Scripture and of God; 
and by which, therefore, they interpret the Bible. 

The difcourfes, however, will prove acceptable to many 
readers; and from refpect to the editor, as a defcendant of Dr. 
Wallis, though unknown to us, we wifh they may mect with 
a liberal reception from the public. It has been intimated to 
us, that he is in narrow circumftances, owing to his father 
having been difinherited from the Pynfent eftate. ‘I’his fact, 
when made known to the great family now in pofleffion of that 
eftate, may poflibly meet with attention :—may the refult prove 


advantageous to him ! if; | 





Art. XIX. Sketches and Hints of Church Hifory, and Theological 
Controverfy, chiefly tranilared and abridged from modern fo- 
reign Writers. By John Erkine, D. D. one of the Minifters of 


Edinburgh. 12mo. pp. 307. 3s. Boards. Vernor. 1790. 


I’ Dr. Erfkine’s own words, * the chief defign of the fol- 

lowing fheets is to impart to others the entertainment 
and inftru&tion which I have received from foreign writers, as 
to the hiftory of the earlieft ages of Chriftianity, and the pre- 
gut ftate of religion and theological controverfy.? We ap- 
prove the Doétor’s defign, and we commend his work; though 
we cannot compliment him on his zeal for ecclefiaftical efta- 
blifhments ; nor conclude, as he in effeé? feems to do, that 
opinions muft be right, becaufe they have received the fanction 
of human authority. Neither can we perceive any real, nor pros 
bable, connection between fome part of what is termed Armi- 
nian doctrine, or indeed Unitarian and Socinian principles, and 
the return and prevalence of Popery. Wecan more eatily allow 
a danger of this kind, if a total want of real principle and piety 
fhould be prevalent, or when a (pirit of mere diffipation, or igno- 
rant zeal for what bears the name, though not the nature, of reli- 
gion, are encouraged ; and yet more if governors and ftatefmen 
are inclined to defpotifm ; when this is the cafe, they can find no 
engine better fitted to the purpofe, than that which is furnifhed 
by fuperftitious tenets. 

Among the extraéts from German writers, (and German 
writers are principally quoted,) we find fome accounts of the 
Ex-Fefuits, as they are called; particularly thofe who are faid 
to be fettled in great numbers under the proteétion of the 
Emprefs, in White Ruffia: many connected with them, we 
are here informed, are {pred under different characters, in all 
Countries ; and, in a variety of forms, infinuate themfelves into 
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and intermix with every clafs of fociety. If there be truth it 
this, it behoves the people to be on their guard. 

Toa mind of any difcernment, if not overwhelmed by bi- 
gotry and fuperftition, it muft be aftonifhing to obferve, (as 
‘we may in fome parts of this volume,) the nonfenfe, folly, and 
blafphemy, which the priefts of Popery have vended, even in 
later years ; and it is yet more aftonifhing that fuch abfurdities 
fhould be received with any kind of patience: at the fame time 
it may alfo occafion furprize, but of an agreeable and pleafing 
nature, to learn that many publications have appeared favours 
able to reafon, truth, religion, and liberty; and that fome of 
thefe have Roman Catholic authors. One memorable inftance 
of the latter kind is afforded by Koltner, a Francifcan, who pubs 
lifhed a fermon at Vienna, replete with virtuous truth :—but, 
it is added,——* Koltner’s honeft zeal has been rewarded with the 
lofs of his office as teacher of ecclefiaftical law, and with per- 
fecution.’? Several of thefe relations are given, in a chapter of 
fele€tions from Dr. Seiler’s German Literary Journals, 1776 
—~—1778. | 

Though this work is compefed principally from foreign ma 
terials, yet to make extraéts from a book of extraéts, does not 
well accord with the nature of our Review; befide which, 
fome account of the originals have, in different ways, been 
offered to the public. We cannot, however, refrain from 
taking fome notice of a tranflation from the Spanifh, of GaR- 
c1as'’s Guide to eternal happinefs, concerning which we are 
gravely and wi/ely informed, that ‘ eight days religious retire« 
ment, and following the exercifes here prefcribed, will procure 
eight thoufand degrees of grace and glory.’—Farther, * among 
the pious emotions recommended, are thanks to God for damn- 
ing Julian, Mahomet, Luther, and Calvin.’—An anonymous 
piece, by a Roman Catholic, printed at Francfort in 1784, 
contains many fenfible remarks on ecclefiaftical impofition and 
craft :--among others, we notice the following fhort fentence: 
© Good fenfe has forced itfelf into palaces, and monarchs en- 
tertain juft and liberal fentiments of the rights of mankind, and 
of the limits of religious zeal, But how Jong will this light 
fhine f’—If the remark be true, as we heartily wifh it may be, 
we rejoice ; we with alfo, and we would willingly hope, that 
it may long continue, and greatly improve !—We will jutt 
add to the above, a few lines of a remarkable paflage from 
Hetvetius de l’Homme, feet. 4. c. 21.—* There is one only 
cafe, where toleration may be highly hurtful to a nation. That. 
cafe is, when a nation tolerates an intolerant religion ; and fuch 
a religion is the Catholic, When their religion becomes powers 
ful, it will fhed the blood of its thoughtlefs proteGors, and as a 
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ferpent, poifon the bofom which cherifhed it. The intereft of 
German princes fempts them to Popery, as affording benefi- 
cial offices to their families and friends., When they embrace 
Popery, they will conftrain their fubjeCts to embrace it alfo; 
and if for this purpofe they muft fhed human blood, human 
blood they will fhed.’ 

This little volume is chiefly confined to obfervations on the 
ancient and modern ftate of Chriftianity, &c.: but we meet 
with one fhort chapter on the poems of @/fian; in which the 
author infifls on a remarkable refemblance that the Song of 
the Bards over Cuchullin bears to the Lamentation of David 
over Saul and Fonathan. The book concludes with an ac- 
count of fome different denominations of Chriftians in North 


Ametica. [L...3. 
‘ . — 


Art. XX. 4 Reply to the Rev. Dr. Prieftley’s Appeal to the Public, 
on the Subject of the late Riots at Birmingham, in Vindication 
of the Clergy and other refpectable Inhabitants of the Town. 


By the Rev. Edward Burn, M.A. 8vo. pp.t25. 26. Bald- 
win. 1792. 


A” alteram partem is the motto that Mr. Burn has chofen; 
and to all controverfies, in which the paflions of men, as 
in the prefent inftance, are excited into violent action, it may 
with the utmoft propriety be prefixed. When our readers con- 
fider how eafily fats, or parts of facts, may be omitted, over- 
looked, or mif-ftated ; and how differently different men, fur- 
veying the fame occurrences through media varioufly coloured 
by their refpective interefts, habits, or prejudices, will defcribe 
and argue on them; they will perceive the neceflity of hearing 
eppofite ftatements, if they wifh to acquire any accuracy of 
knowlege. Dr. Prieftley, whofe ** Appeal to the Public’ we 
have already noticed *, and which, on the whole, mutt be al- 
lowed to do him credit, has been too great a fufferer by the 
Birmingham riots to be admitted as a calm and difpaffionate 
hiftorian. ‘* Some natural tears,”’ he may be fuppofed to have 
dropped on the recording page, and fome portion of regret and 
refentment muft have clung about his mind, which, in fpite 
of all his philofophy and religious principles, may probably, at 
times, have feduced him from the path of folid evidence, found 
reafoning, and Chriftian candour. With refpect to the clergy, 
we apprehended that this was indeed the cafe, as we intimated 
in our Review of the ‘* Appeal ;” nor could we imagine that 
the party accufed would remain filent under the feveral charges 
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* See Monthly Review, Nea Series, vol. vii. p. 286. 
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and infinuations exhibited againft them by Dr. Prieftley. They 
have chofen Mr. Burn for their advocate on the prefent occas 
fion ; and the Reply now before us is entitled to attention, 
from its having been drawn up and publifhed, as we learn from 
the Introduction, * with the general concurrence and approba- 
tion of the clergy of Birmingham.’ 

Mr. Burn meets Dr. P. with boldnefs, and evinces confi- 
derable ability and adroitnefs as a writer. While he affures us 
that the clergy of Birmingham felt for Dr. Prieftley in his fuf- 
ferings, he does not omit to remind us that their prefent bufi- 
nefs with him is not in the character of an injured man, but in 
that of an accufer. How far he is juftified in the charges which 
he exhibits againft the clergy and other inhabitants of Birming- 
ham, Mr. Burn invites the public to examine. He particularly 
notices the feveral articles of impeachment; and we hope, for 
the fae of truth and juitice, that every reader of the ** Appeal’” 
will become a reader of this Reply. We have omitted articles 
which have long waited for infertion, that the attack and the 
vindication may appear as nearly together as poffible. 

According to this pamphlet, Dr. Prieftley has been inaccu- 
rate in feveral particulars; and, of courfe, his reafonings on 
falfe facts muft be deemed irrelevant. Mr. Burn does not al- 
together deny the circumftance mentioned by Dr. Prieftley, re« 
fpe€ting the refufal of the clergy to walk or ride with Diffent- 
ing minifters at funerals. He allows this to be true of /ome of 
the clergy of Birmingham: but he obferves, that this conduc 
arofe from their perfonal objefion to Dr. P. whofe oppofition 
to the church they deemed fo indecent, that fome of them 
thought they could not with propriety act officially with him ; 
Mr. Curtis, he fays, had no objeétion to Mr. Scholefield, yet, 7 
he did it with him, he would not have been able to hawe drawn the 
line. Prefuming on the truth of this ftatement, the removal of 
Dr. Prieftley from Birmingham muft contribute to unite the 
clergy and the Diflenting minifters, at leaft over the grave. 
When the former are employed in depofiting the remains of a 
Nonconformift in the duft, we do not fee the propriety of their 
attempting to draw any /ine of difcrimination between one Dif- 
fenting minifter and another. We are always forry when the 
teachers of religion appear to fall out by the way. All refent- 
ment fhould difappear at the fight of that place, where the wic- 
ked and difputatious ceafe from troubling. 

lf Mr. Burn feems rather to retire from the defence of 
Mr. Madan’s fermon, he is firm in his vindication of the 
clergy; and he avers that the paflage in Dr. Prieftley’s firft 
letter to the inhabitants of B. in which the difcourfes of 
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the clergy are accufed of inflaming the populace to violence, 
¢ was as great an outrage upon characTer, as the conduét of the 
rioters had been on property.’ 

On the fubje& of the famous Aand-bill, our author takes, 
what is called in parliamentary language, Jigh ground; and as 
to the mode of their refifting the repeal of the corporation and 
teft aéts, Mr. B. reminds the Doétor, that they were taught 
to adopt it by the very example of the Diffenters. ‘This is the 
truth: fome of the Diffenters threatened ; and when minorities 
threaten, they are generally defeated. 

It appears by the pamphlet now under our notice, that Mr. 
Ruflel], and not Mr. Dadley the matter of the hotel, was the 
perfon who prevented the dinner being put off, as was recom- 
mended, Mr. Dadley’s folemn depofition, to prove this, is 
oppofed to Mr. Ruffell’s ftatement. It alfo appears, that the 
addrefs to the mob, which has been fo much difcufled, and 
which began, ‘* Friends, and fellow churchmen,” was intended 
as a quieting fop for Cerberus, and was prepared and thrown 
to the many-headed monfter, with the concurrence and at the 
exprefs defire of the Diffenters. ‘The name of Mr. Taylor is 
mentioned on the occafion. 

With a view of vindicating the inhabitants of Birmingham 
from being the caufe of the riots, feveral inftances of prudent 
exertion are mentioned, and thefe inftances merit being re- 
corded: but we fear that it will be replied, exceptio confirmat 
régulam. Highly to be commended are thofe individuals who 
a¢ted in the manner defcribed by Mr. B. (p. 51.); yet it does 
not neceflarily follow that this was the general conduct of the 
mafter manufacturers: for if all the workmen had been kept 
in their fhops by rewards, by lopks, or by threats, whence 
foul come the rioters? 

We with not, however, to be prolix on the fubjeé of riots 
and rioters. More particulars aré here difcufled than we 
have {pace or time to notice. ‘The conduct of the clergy, 
after the riot, appears todo them honour. We fay appears; 
for, while faés thus meet faés in battle array, we know not 
what to believe. 

There are feveral paflages in this Reply which are open to 
animadverfion: but, having faid the needful, we fhall make 
no remarks on the fpirit and temper with which thefe counter- 
facts are recorded: leaving this office to Dr. Prieftley in his 
Rejoinder ; which, no doubt, will foon appear. M 
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Art. XXI. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: With Scrictures 
on Political and Moral SubjeAls. By Mary Wollftonecraft. 8vo. 
pp-452- 6s. Boards. Johnfon. 1792. 


HILOSOPHY, which, for fo many ages, has amufed the in- 
dolent reclufe with fubtle and fruitlefs fpeculations, has, at 
length, ftepped forth into the public walks of men, and offers 
them her friendly aid in correcting thofe errors which have 
hitherto retarded their progrefs toward perfection, and in efta- 
blifhing thofe principles and rules of action, by which they may 
be gradually conducted to the fummit of human felicity. In- 
veloped as mankind at prefent are with the mifts of prejudice, 
and encumbered on every fide with inftitutions and cuftoms, 
which prevent the free expanfion of their intellectual and moral 
powers, itis the intereft of private individuals, and theduty of thofe 
who are entrufted with the care of the public welfare, where- 
ever, or in whatever character, this divine InftruQlrefs appears, 
to give her an honourable reception, and an attentive hearing. 
Among the moft enlightened people of antiquity, Wifdom, as 
well as Beauty, was deified under a fémale form; and in 
modern language it is ftill ufual to give Philofophy and Wifdom 
a female perfonification. What is this but a tacit conceffion 
in favour of the female part of the fpecies, that they are no lefs 
capable of inftructing than of pleafing?—and how jealous fo- 
ever WE may be of our right to the proud pre-eminence which 
we have aflumed, the women of the prefent age are daily giv- 
ing us indubitable proofs that mind is of no fex, and that, with 
the foftering aid of education, the world, as well as the nurfery, 
may be benefited by their inftru€tions. 

In the clafs of philofopbers, the author of this treatife— 
whom we will not offend Uy ftyling, authorefs—has a right 
to a diftinguifhed place. The important bufinefs, here undes- 
taken, is to correct errors, hitherto univerfally embraced, con- 
cerning the female character; and to raife woman, from a ftate 
of degradation and vafialage, to her proper place in the fcale 
of exiftence; where, with the dignity of independence, fhe may 
difcharge the duties and enjoy the happinefs of a rational Being. 
The fundamental principle, on which the whole argument of this 
work is founded, is that, except in affairs of love, fexual diftinétions 
ought to be difregarded, and women be confidered in the light 
of rational creatures; who, in common with men, are placed 
in this world to unfold their faculties, and whofe firft obje&t of 
ambition ought to be to obtain a character as a human aia. 
It is acknowleged that more attention has lately been paid to 
the education of women than formerly: but it is at the fame 
time maintained, that the method, in which they are commonly 
educated, only tends to enfeeble both the body and the mind, 
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and to render them infignificant objects of defire. In order to 
correct this error, which is confidered by Mifs Wollftonecraft 
as a grofs violation of juftice againft one half of the {pecies, 
and as prolific in mifchief to the whole; and after fome general 
obfervations on the rights and duties of human beings, and on 
the caufes of the prefent imperfect {tate of human fociety; the 
prevailing opinion of a fexual character is difcufled, and its 
influence on female education and manners is, with equal foli- 
dity of reafoning, and {trength of colouring, reprefented at large. 
From a great variety of juft obfervations and bold reflections 
on this fubject, we felect the following : 


‘ Many are the caufes that, in the prefent corrupt ftate of fo- 
ciety, contribute to enflave women by cramping their undrritand- 
ings and fharpening their fenfes, One, perhaps, that filently does 
more mifchief than all the reft, is their difregard of order. 

‘ To do every thing in an orderly manner, is a moft important 
precept, which women, who, generally fpeaking, receive only a 
diforderly kind of education, feldom attend ta with that degree of 
exactne(s that men, who from their infancy are broken into method, 
obferve. This negligent kind of guefs-work, for what other 
epithet can be ufed to point out the random exertions of a fort of 
inftinctive common fenfe, never brought to the tett of reafon? pre- 
vents their generalizing matters of faft—fo they do to-day, what 
they did yefterday, merely becaufe they did it yelterday. 

‘ This contempt of the underftanding in early life has more 
baneful confequences than is commonly fuppofed; for tae little 
knowledge which women of ftrong minds attain, is, from various 
circumftances, of a more defultory kind than the knowledge of men, 
and it is acquired more by theer obfervations on real life, than from 
comparing what has been individually obferved with the refults of 
experience generalized by fpeculation. Led by their dependent 
fituation and domettic employments more into fociety, what they 
learn is rather by {natches; and as learning is with them, in gene- 
ral, only a fecondary thing, they do not purfue any one branch 
with that perfevering ardour neceflary to give vigour to the fa- 
culties, and clearnefs to the judgment. In the prefent ftate of 
fociety, a little learning is required to fupport the character of a 
gentleman; and boys are obliged to fubmit to a few years of dif- 
cipline. But in the education of women, the cultivation of the 
underftanding is always fubordinate to the acquirement of fome 
corporeal accomplifhment; even while enervated by confinement 
and falie notions of modeity, the body is prevented from attaining 
that grace and beauty which relaxed half-formed limbs never ex- 
hibit. Befides, in youth, their faculties are not brought forward by 
emulation; and having no ferious fcientific ftudy, if they have na- 
tural fagacity, it is turned too foon on life and manners. They 
dwell on effects, and modifications, without tracing them back to 
caufes; and complicated rules to adjaft behaviour, are a weak fub- 
&itute for fimple principles. 
© As 
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« As a proof that education gives this appearance of weaknefs to 
females, we may inftance the example of military men, who are, 
Jike them, fent into the world before their minds have been ftored 
with knowledge or fortified by principles. ‘The confequences are 
fimilar; foldiers acquire a little fuperficial knowledge, fnatched 
from the muddy current of converfation, and, from continually 
mixing with fociety, they gain, what is termed a knowledge of 
the world; and this acquaintance with manners and cuftoms has 
frequently been confounded with a knowledge of the human heart, 


But can the crude fruit of cafual obfervation, never brought to the | 


teft of judgment, formed by comparing fpeculation and experience, 
deferve fuch a diftinétion? Soldiers, as well as women, practife 
the minor virtues with punétilious politenefs. Where is then the 
fexual difference, when the education has been the fame? All the 
difference that I can difcern, arifes from the fuperior advantage of 
liberty, which enables the former to fee more of life.’ 


The folly of the prefent mode of female education is well 
expofed in the contrafted pictures of .a woman formed 
after the fafhionable model, and another educated on rational 
principles, in the trying fituation, when fhe is left with a large 
family, without her accuftomed guide and protector : 


* Suppofing a woman, trained up to obedience, be married to a 
fenfible man, who directs her judgment without making her feel 
the fervility of her fubjection, to aét with as much propriety by 
‘this refle&ted light as can be expected when reafon is taken at 
fecond hand, yet fhe cannot enfure the life of her protector; he 
may die and leave her with a large family. 

‘ A double duty devolves on her; to educate them in the cha- 
racter of both father and mother; to form their principles and fe- 
core their property. But, alas! fhe has never thought, much lefs 
acted for herfelf. She has only learned to pleafe men, to depend 
gracefully on them; yet, encumbered with children, how is the to 
obtain another protector—a hufband to fupply the place of reafon? 
A rational man, for we are not treading on romantic ground, 
though he may think her a pleafing docile creature, will not choofe 
to marry a family for love, when the world contains many more 
pretty creatures, What is then to become of her? She either falls 
an eafy prey to fome mean fortune-hunter, who defrauds her chil- 
dren of their paternal inheritance, and renders her miferable; or 
becomes the victim of difcontent and blind indulgence. Unable to 
educate her fons, or imprefs them with refpect; for it is not a play 
on words to aflert, that people are never refpeéted, though filling 
an important ftation, who are not refpectable ; fhe pines under the 
anguifh of unavailing impotent regret. The ferpent’s tooth enters 
into her very foul, and the vices of licentious youth bring her with 
forrow, if not with poverty alfo, to the grave. 

‘ This is not an overcharged picture; on the contrary, it is a 
very poflible cafe, and fomethiog fimilar muft-have fallen under 
every attentive eye. 

‘ I have, however, taken it for granted, that fhe was well- 
cifpofed, though experience fhews, that the blind may as eafily i 
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led into a ditch as along the beaten road. But fappoling, no very 
improbable conjecture, that a being only taught to plea e muft ftill 
find her happinefs in pleafing ;—what an example of folly, not to fay 
vice, will the be to her innocent daughters The mother will be 
loft in the coquette, and, inftead of making friends of her daughters, 
view them with eyes afkance, for they are rivals—rivals more cruel 
than any other, becaufe they invite a comparifon, and drive her 
from the throne of beauty, who has never thought of a feat on the 
bench of reafon. . an 

« It does not require a lively pencil, or the difcriminating out- 
line of a caricature, to fketch the domeftic miferies and petty vices 
which fuch a milftrefs of a family diffufes. Still the only acts as a 
woman ought to act, brought up according to Rouffeau’s fyftem. 
She can never be reproached for being mafculine, or turning out of 
her fphere; nay, fhe may obferve another of his grand rules, and 
cautioufly preferving her reputation free from {pot, be reckoned a 
good kind of woman. Yet in what refpect can fhe be termed good? 
She abftains, it is true, without any great ftruggle, from com- 
mitting grofs crimes; but how does fhe fulfil her duties? Duties! — 
in truth fhe has enough to think of to adorn her body and nurfe a 
weak conftitution. 

© With refpect to religion, fhe never prefumed to judge for her- 
felf; but conformed, as a dependent creature fhould, to the cere- 
monies of the church fhe was brought up in, pioufly believing that 
wifer heads than her own had fettled that bufinefs:—and not to 
doubt is her point of perfe&tion. She therefore pays her tythe of 
mint and cummin—and thanks her God that fhe is not as other 
women are. ‘Thefe are the bleffed effects of a good education! 
Thefe are the virtues of man’s help-mate! 

‘ I mult relieve myfelf by drawing a different picture. 

‘ Let fancy now prefent a woman with a tolerable underftanding, 
for I do not wifh to leave the line of mediocrity, whofe conftitu- 
tion, firengthened by exercife, has allowed her body to acquire its 
full vigour; her mind, at the fame time, gradually expanding ir- 
felf to comprehend the moral duties of life, and in what human 
virtue and dignity confift. 

‘ Formed thus by the difcharge of the relative duties of her fta- 
tion, fhe marries from affe&tion, without lofing fight of prudence, 
and looking beyond matrimonial felicity, fhe fecures her hufband’s 
refpect before it is neceflary to exert mean arts to pleafe him and 
feed a dying flame, which nature doomed to expire when the objea& 
became familiar, when friendfhip and forbearance take place of a 
more ardent affection, —This is the natural death of love, and do- 
meftic peace is not deftroyed by ftruggles to prevent its extinétion. 
I alfo.fuppofe the hufband to be virtuous; or fhe is ftill more in 
want of independent principles. 

_* Fate, however, breaks this tie.—She is left a widow, perhaps, 
without a fofficient provifion; but fhe is not defolate! The pang 
of nature.is felt; but after time has foftened forrow into melan- 
choly refignation, her heart turns to her children with redoubled 
fondnefs, and anxious to provide for them, affection gives a facred 
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heroic caft to her maternal duties. She thinks that not only the 
eye fees her virtuous efforts from whom all her comfort now muft 
flow, and whofe approbation i3 life; but her imagination, a little 
abftrafied and exalted by grief, dwells on the fond hope that the 
eyes which her trembling hand clofed, may ftill fee how the fubdues 
every wayward paffion to fulfil the double duty of being the father 
as well as the mother of her children. Raifed to heroifm by mif- 
fortunes, fhe repreffes the firft faint dawning of a natural inclina- 
tion, before it ripens into love, and in the bloom of life forgets her 
fex—forgets the pleafure of an awakening paffion, which might 
again have been infpired afd returned. She no longer thinks of 
plealier, and confeious dignity prevents her from priding herfelf on 
account of the praifes which her conduét demands. Her children 
have her love, and her brighteft hopes are beyond the grave, where 
her imagination often ftrays. 

‘ I think I fee her furrounded by her children, reaping the re- 
ward of her care. The intelligent eye meets hers, whilft health 
and innocence {mile on their chubby cheeks, and as they grow up 
the cares of life are leffened by their grateful attention. She lives 
to fee the virtues which fhe endeavoured to plant on principles, 
fixed into habits, to fee her children attain a ftrength of character 
fufficient to enable them to endure adverfity without forgetting 
their mother’s example. 

‘ The tafk of life thus fulfilled, fhe calmly waits for the fleep of 
death, and rifing from tbe grave, may fay—Behold, thou gavei 
me a talent—and here are five talents.” 


In the fame fpirited manner does this writer proceed to ex~ 
hibit, in many particulars, the ftate of degradation to which 
woman is, by various caufes, reduced. The confequence of 
fuppofing that the chief end of her exiftence is to pleafe the other 
fex, is forcibly defcribed : 


« In the middle rank of life, to continue the comparifon, men, 
in their youth, are prepared for profefions, and marriage is not 
confidered as the grand feature in their lives; whilft women, on the 
contrary, have no other {cheme to fharpen their faculties. It is not 
bufinefs, extenfive plans, or any of the excurfive flights of ambi- 
tion that engrofs their attention; no, their thoughts are not em- 

loyed in rearing fuch noble ftruétures. ‘To rife in the world, and 
have the liberty of running from pleafure to pleafure, they muft 
marry advantageoufly, and to this object their time is facrificed, 
and their perfons often legally proftituted. A man when he enters 
any profeffion has his eye fteadily fixed on fome future advantage 
{and the mind gains great ftrength by having all its efforts directed 
to one point), and, full of his bufinefs, pleafure is confidered as 
mere relaxation; whilft women feek for pleafure as the main pur- 
| te of exiftence, In faét, from the education, which they receive 
rom fociety, the love of pleafure may bé faid to govern them all; 
but does this prove that there is a fex in fouls? It would be juft as 
rational to declare that the courtiers in France, when a deftructive 
fyftem of defpotifm had formed their character, were not men, 
) becaufe 
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becaufe liberty, virtue, and humanity, were facrificed to pleafore 
and vanity.—Fatal paflions, which have ever domineered over the 
evbole race! 

‘ The fame love of pleafure, foftered by the whole tendency of 
their education, gives a trifling turn to the conduct of women in 
moit circumftances: for inftance, they are ever anxious about fe- 
condary things; and on the watch for adventures, inftead of being 
occupied by duties. 

‘« A man, when he undertakes a journey, has, in general, the 
end in view; a woman thinks more of the incidental occurrences, 
the ftrange things that may poffibly occur on the road; the impref- 
fion that the may make on her fellow-travellers; and, above all, 
fhe is anxioufly intent on the care of the finery that fhe carries with 
her, which is more than ever a part of herfelf, when going to 
figure on a new fcene; when, to ufe an apt French turn of expref- 
fion, fhe is going to produce a fenfation.—Can dignity of mind 
exift with fuch trivial cares? 

‘ In fhort, women, in general, as well as the rich of both fexes, 
have acquired all the follies and vices of civilization, and miffed 
the ufeful fruit. It is not neceffary for me always to premife, that 
I fpeak of the condition of the whole fex, leaving exceptions out of 
the queftion. Their fenfes are inflamed, and their underftandings 
neglected, confequently they beegme the prey of their fenfes, de- 
licately termed fenfibility, and are blown about by every mo- 
mentary guft of feeling. ‘They are, therefore, in a much worfe 
condition than they would be in were they in a ftate nearer to na- 
ture. Ever reftlefs and anxious, their over-exercifed fenfibility not 
only renders them uncomfortable themfelves, but troublefome, to 
ufe a foft phrafe, toothers. All their thoughts turn on things cal- 
culated to excite emotion; and feeling, when they fhould reafon, 
their conduct is unftable, and their opinions are wavering—not the 
wavering produced by deliberation or progreflive views, but by 
contradictory emotions. By fits and ftarts they are warm in many 
purfuits; yet this warmth, never concentrated into perfeverance, 
foon exhautts itfelf; exhaled by its own heat, or meeting with 
fome other fleeting paflion, to which reafon has never given any 
fpecific gravity, neutrality enfues. Miferable, indeed, muft be 
that being whofe cultivation of mind has only tended to inflame 
its paffions! A diltinction fhould be made between inflaming and 
firengthening them. The paffions thus pampered, while the judg- 
ment is left unformed, what can be expected to enfue ?— Undoubt- 
edly a mixture of madnefs and folly!’ 

How incompletely the acquifition of exterior accomplifh- 
ments, without intelle€tual attainments, qualifies a woman for 
domeftic life, is thus reprefented : 

* With refpeét to women, when they receive a careful education, 
they are either made fine ladies, brimful of fenfibility, and teem- 
ing with capricious fancies; or mere notable women. The latter 
are often friendly, honeft creatures, and have a fhrewd kind of 


good fenfe joined with worldly prudence, that often renders 
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them more ufeful members of fociety than the fine fentimental 
lady, though they poffefs neither greatnefs of mind nor tafte. The 
intelleétual world is fhut againft them; take them out of their 
family or neighbourhood, and they ftand ftill; the mind finding no 
employment, for literature affords a fund of amufement which they 
have never fought to relifh, but frequently to defpife. The fenti- 
’ ments and tafte of more cultivated minds appear ridiculous, even in 
thofe whom chance and family connections have led them to love; 
but in mere acquaintance they think it all affectation. 

* A man of fenfe can only love fuch a woman on account of her 
fex, and refpeét her, becaufe the isa trufty fervant, He lets her, 
to preferve his own peace, fcold the fervants, and go to church in 
clothes made of the very beft materials. A man of her own fize of 
underftanding would, probably, not agree fo well with her; for he 
might wifh to encroach on her prerogative, and manage fome do- 
meitic concerns himfelf. Yet women, whofe minds are not en- 
larged by cultivation, or the natural felfifhnefs of fenfibility ex- 
panded by reflection, are very unfit to manage a family; for, by an 
undue ftretch of power, they are always tyrannizing to fupport a 
fuperiority that only refts on the arbitrary diftin¢étion of fortune. 
The evil is fometimes more ferious, and domeftics are deprived of 
innocent indulgences, and made to work beyond their ftrength, in 
order to enable the notable womampto keep a better table, and out- 
fhine her neighbours in finery and parade. If the attend to her 
children, it is, in general, to drefs them in a coftly manner—and, 
whether this attention arifes from vanity or fondnefs, it is equally 
pernicious, 

‘ Befides, how many women of this defcription pafs their days, 
or, at leaft, their evenings, difcontentedly. Their hufbands ac- 
knowledge that they are good managers and chafte wives; but 
Jeave home to feek for more agreeable, may | be allowed to ufe a 
fignificant French word, piquant fociety; and the patient drudge, 
who fulfils her tafk, like a blind horfe in a mill, is defrauded of her 
joft reward ; for the wages due to her are the carefles of her hufband ; 
and women who have fo few refources in themfelves, do not very 
patiently bear this privation of a natural right. 

‘ A fine lady, on the contrary, has been taught to look down 
with contempt on the vulgar employments of life; though fhe has 
only been incited to acquire accomplifhments that rife a degree 
above fenfe; for even corporeal accomplifhments cannot be acquir- 
ed with any degree of precifion unlefs the underftanding has been 
flrengthened by exercife. Without a foundation of principles tafle 
is fuperficial ; and grace muft arife from fomething deeper than 
imitation. ‘The imagination, however, is heated, and the feelings 
rendered faftidious, if not fophilticated ; or, a counterpoife of judg- 
ment is not acquired, when the heart ftill remains artlefs, though 
it becomes too tender. 

‘ Thefe women are often amiable; and their hearts are really 
more fenfible to general benevolence, more alive to the fentiments 
that civilize life, than the fquare-elbowed family drudge; but, 
wanting a due proportion of reflection and felf-government, they 
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only infpire love ; and are the miftrefles of their hufbands, whilit 
they bave any hold on their affeftions ; and the platonic friends of 
his male acquaintance. ‘I‘hefe are the fair defects in nature; the 
women who appear to be created not to enjoy the fellowfhip of 
man, but to fave him from finking into abfolute brutality, by 
rubbing off the rough angles of his character; and by playful dal- 
liance to give fome dignity to the appetite that draws him to them. 
—Gracious Creator of the whole human race! haft thou created 
fuch a being as woman, who can trace thy wifdom in thy works, 
and feel that thou alone art by thy nature exalted above her,—for 
no better purpofe?—Can fhe believe that the was only made to fub- 
mit to man, her equal; a being, who, lik2 her, was fent into the 
world to acquire virtue ?—Can fhe confent to be occupied merely to 
pleafe him ; merely to adorn the earth, when her foul is capable of 
rifing to thee?—And can the reft fupinely dependent on man for 
yeafon, when fhe ought to mount with him the arduous fteeps of 
knowledge! —’ 

The fum of our fair philofopher’s doétrine concerning the 
degradation of the female character is, that it fprings entirely 
from the want of a due cultivation of the rational powers. 

In a diftingt chapter, Mifs Wollftonecraft animadverts on 
feveral writers who have rendered women objects of pity bor- 
dering on conte particularly Roufleau, Dr. Fordyce, Dr. 
Gregory, Baronefs de Stael, Mrs. Piozzi, &c. Thefe ftric- 
tures are lively, natural, and, for the moft part, very judi- 
cious: but we mu(t pafs them over to leave room for a farther 
exhibition of this writer’s leading ideas. | 

The fubject of modefty, confidered comprehenfively, and 
not as a fexual virtue, furnifhes Mifs W. with a happy oppor- 
tunity for much philofophical reflefion and eloquent declama- 
tion. Modefty is accurately diftinguifhed from humility, and 
from bafhfulnefs; and is fhewn to confift in that purity of 
mind, which is the faireft fruit of knowlege. It is hence 
maintained, that thofe women, who have mott improved their 
reafon, have the moft modetty. 

* Pority of mind, or echt genuine delicacy, which is the only 
virtuous fupport of chaftity, is near akin to that refinement of hu- 
manity, which never refides in any but cultivated minds. It is 
fomething nobler than innocence; it is the delicacy of reflection, 
and not the coynefs of ignorance. The referve of reafon, which, 
like habitual cleanlinefs, is feldom feen in any great degree, unlefs 
the foul is active, may eafily be diftinguifhed from ruftic thyne(fs or 
wanton fkittifhnefs; and, io far from being incompatible with 
knowledge, it is its faireft fruit. What a grofs idea of modefty had 
the writer of the following remark! ‘* The lady who afked the 
tomes whether women may be inftructed in the modern {yftem of 

otany, confiftently with female delicacy ?—was accufed of ridicu- 


lous prudery: neverthelefs, if fhe had propofed the queflion to me, 
Fs I fhould 




















206 Wollftonecraft’s Vindication of the Rights of Woman. 


I fhould certainly have anfwered—'fhey cannot.” Thus is the 
fair book of knowledge to be fhut with an everlafting feal! On 
reading fimilar paffages I have reverentially lifted up my eyes and 
heart to Him who liveth for ever and ever, and faid, O my Father, 
haft Thou by the very conftitution of her nature forbid Thy child 
to feek Thee in the fair forms of truth? And, can her foul be 
{ullied by the knowledge that awfully calls her to Thee? 

‘ I have then philofophically purfued thefe reflections till I in- 
ferred that thofe women who have moft improved their reafon mutt 
have the mof modefly—though a dignified fedatenefs of deport- 
ment may have fucceeded the playful, bewitching bafhfulnefs of 

outh, 

a And thus have I argued. To render chaftity the virtue from 
which unfophifticated modefty will naturally flow, the attention 
fhould be called away from employments which only exercife the 
fenfibility; and the heart made to beat time to humanity, rather 
than to throb with love. The woman who has dedicated a con- 
fiderable portion of her time to purfuits purely intellectual, and 
whofe affeétions have been exercifed by humane plans of ufefulnefs, 
muft have more purity of mind, as a natural confequence, than the 
ignorant beings whofe time and thoughts have been occupied by 
gay pleafures or fchemes to conquer hearts. ‘The regulation of the 
behaviour is not modefty, though thofe who ftudy rules of decorum 
are, in general, termed modeft women. Make the heart clean, 
let it expand and feel for all that is human, inft@ad of being nar- 
rowed by felfith paffions; and let the mind frequently contemplate 
fubje&ts that exercife the underftanding, without heating the ima- 
gination, and artlefs modeity will give the finifhing touches to the 
picture.’ 

This fubje& is ftill farther purfued, with a degree of free~ 
dom which‘may perhaps be thought fingular in a female, but 
with a philofophical air of dignity and gravity, which precludes 
every idea of indecorum, and almoft prohibits the intrufion of a 
{miile. 

The pernicious effects arifing from the unnatural diftinc- 
tions eftablifhed in fociety, are, in the next place, unfolded 
in a feries of general obfervations om,the prefent ftate of fo- 
ciety, and particularly applied to the prefent condition of 
females. The {tate of dependance, in which the prefent laws 
of fociety place married women, is fhewn to be exceedingly ins 
jurious to the female character : 


‘ To render a woman really virtuous and ufeful, fhe muft not, if 
fhe difcharge her civil daties, want, individually, the protection of 
civil laws; fhe muft not be dependent on her hufband’s bounty for 
her fubfiftence during his life, or fupport after his death—for how can 
a being be generous who bas nothing of its own? or virtuous, who 
is not free? The wife, in the prefent ftate of things, who is faith- 
ful to her hufband, and neither fuckles nor educates her children, 
fcarcely deferves the name of a wife, and has no right to that of a 
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citizen. But take away natural rights, and there is of courfe an 
end of duties. 

‘ Women thus infallibly become only the wanton folace of men, 
when they are fo weak in mind and body, that they cannot exert 
themfelves, unlefs to purfue fome frothy pleafure, or to invent 
fome frivolous fafhion. What can be a move melancholy fight’to a 
thinking mind, than to look into the numerous Carriages that 
drive helter-fkelter about this metropolis in a morning full of pale- 
faced creatures who are flying from themfelves. I have often wifh- 
ed, with Dr. Johnfon, to place fome of them in a little fhop, with 
half a dozen children looking up to their languid countenances for 
fupport. I am much miftaken, if fome latent vigour would not 
foon give health and fpirit to their eyes, and fome lines drawn 
by the exercife of reafon on the blank cheeks, which before were 
only undulated by dimples, might reftore loft dignity to the cha- 
racter, or rather enable it to attain the true dignity of its nature. 
Virtue is not to be acquired even by {peculation, much lefs by the 
negative fupinenefs that wealth naturally generates. 

‘ Befides, when poverty is more difgracefal than even vice, is 
not morality cut to the quick? Still to avoid mifconftruction, 
though I confider that women in the common walks of life are 
called to fulfil the duties of wives and mothers by religion and 
reafon, I cannot help.Jamenting that women of a fuperiour caft 
have not a road open by which they can purfue more extenfive 
plans of ufefulnefs and independence. I may excite laughter, by 
dropping a hint, which I mean to purfue fome future time, for I 
really think that women ought to have reprefentatives, inftead of 
being arbitrarily governed without having any direct fhare allowed 
them in the deliberations of government. 

‘ But, as the whole fyftem of reprefentation is now, in this 
country, only a convenient handle for defpotifm, they need not 
complain, for they are as well reprefented as a numerous clafs of 
hard-working mechanics, who pay for the fupport of royalty when 
they can fcarcely ftop their children’s mouths with bread. How 
are they reprefented whofe very fweat fupports the {plendid ftud of 
an heir apparent, or varnifhes the chariot of fome female favourite 
who looks down on fhame? ‘Taxes on the very neceffaries of life 
enable an endlefs tribe of idle princes and: princeffes to pafs with 
ftupid pomp before a gaping crowd, who almoft worfhip the very 
parade which cofts them fo dear. This is mere gothic grandeur, 
fomething like the barbarous ufelefs parade of having centinels on 
horfeback at Whitehall, which I could never view without a mix- 
ture of contempt and indignation.’ 

The importance of a well-cultivated underftanding, to the 
due een the perfonal duties, is fhewn, in a variety of 
Rriking parti€ulars ; inftances are adduced of the folly which 


the ignorance of women generates ; and a plan is offered for 
the improvement of female education. It propofes that, 
under a national eftablifhment, day-fchools fhould be pro- 


vided in every town; in which, elementary inftruétion of every 
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kind fhould be given to boys and girls promifcuoufly. This 
project has perhaps a better claim to attention than its novelty : 


let the reader judge: 

* T’o improve both fexes they ought, not only in private families, 
but in public fchools, to be educated together. If marriage be the 
cement of fociety, mankind fhould all be educated after the fame 
model, or the intercourfe of the fexes will never deferve the name 
of fellowfhip, nor will women ever fulfil the peculiar duties of their 
fex, till they become enlightened citizens, till they become free 
by being enabled to earn their own fubfiflence, independent of 
men; in the fame manner, I mean, to prevent mifconftruction, as 
One man is independent of another. Nay, marriage will never be 


held facred till women, by being brought up with men, are pre- 
ared to be their companions rather than their miftrefles; for the 


mean doublings of cunning will ever render them contemptible, 
whilft oppreflion renders them timid. So convinced am | of this 
truth, that I will venture to predict that virtue will never prevail 
in fociety till the virtues of both fexes are founded on reafon; and 
till the affections common to both are allowed to gain their due 
ftrength by the difcharge of mutual duties. 

‘ Were boys and gifls permitted to purfue the fame ftudies toge- 
ther, thofe graceful decencies might early be inculcated which pro- 
duce modeity without thofe fexual diftinétions that taint the mind. 
Leffons of politenefs, and that formulary of decorum, which treads 
on the heels of falfehood, would be rendered ufelefs by habitual 
propriety of behaviour. Not indeed put on for vifitors like the 
courtly robe of politenefs, but the fober effect of cleanlinefs of 
mind. Would not this fimple elegance of fincerity be a chafte ho- 
mage paid to domeflic affeQlions, far furpafling the meretricious 
compliments that fhine with falfe luftre in the heartlefs intercourfe 
of fafhionable life? Bur, till more underftanding preponderate in 
fociety, there will ever be a want of heart and tafte, and the har- 
lot’s rouge will fupply the place of that celeftial fuffufion which only 
virtuous affections can give to the face. Gallantry, and what is 
called love, may fubfift without fimplicity of chara&ter; but the 
main pillars of friendfhip, are refpect and confidence—efteem is 
never founded on it cannot tell what!’ 

From the copious extracts which we have made from this 
truly original work, a better judgment may be formed of its 
merit, than from any fummary of its leading fentiments which 
we could have given. It will be eafily perceived that the 
author is poflefled of great energy of intelle&t, vigour of fancy, 
and command of language; and that the performance fuggetts 
many reflections; which well deferve the attention of the 
public, and which, purfued under the direGtion of good fenfe 
and fage experience, may greatly contribute to the improve- 
ment of the condition and charaéter of the female world. We 


do not, however, fo zealoufly adopt Mifs W.’s plan for a Re- 
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YOLUTION in female education and manners, as not to per- 
ceive that feveral of her opinions are fanciful, and fome of her 


projects romantic. We d6 not fee, that the condition or the 
character of women would be improved, by afluming an 
active part in civil government. It does not appear to us to 
be neceflary, in order to enlighten the underftandings of 
women, that we fhould prohibit the employment of their 
fingers in thofe ufeful and elegant labours of the needle, for 
which, from the days of Penelope, they have obtained fo 
much deferved applaufe. Certain aflociations, now too firmly 
eftablifhed to be eafily broken, forbid us to think that women 
are degraded by the trivial attention which the men are inclined 
to pay them; or that it would be any increafe of the pleafures 
of fociety, if, ¢ except where love animates the behaviour, the 
diftinétion of fex were to be confounded.’ This diftinction, 
we apprehend, will never be overlooked, till the time arrives, 
« when we fhall neither marry nor be given in marriage, but 
be as the angels of God in heaven.” Notwithftanding all 
this, however, we entirely agree with the fair writer, hat both 
the condition and the charater of women are capable of great 
improvement; and that, by means of a more rational plan of 
female education, in which a judicious attention fhould be paid 
to the cultivation of their underftanding and tafte, as well as 
of their difpofitions and manners, women might be rendered 
at once more agreeable, more refpectable, and more happy ina 
every ftation of life. Both men and women fhould certainly, 
in the firft place, regard themfelves, and fhould be treated by 
each other, as human beings. It might, perhaps, in fome 
meafure, contribute to this end, if, befide the fexual appella- 
tions of man and woman, we had fome general term to de- 
note the fpecies, like Avégwaos and Homo in the Greek and 
Roman languages. The want of fuch a general term is a ma- 
terial defect in our language. 

What practical meafures may be reafonably adopted, in 
order to produce the improvement fo ftrongly recommended in 
this work, we expect to be more diftin@ly informed in the 
fecond part; in which we are promifed a more minute con- 
fiderazion of the laws relative to women, and of their particular 


duties, r. 


_ 
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Art. XXII. Odes of Importance. By Peter Pindar, Efq. gto. PP. 72- 
3s. fewed. Symonds. 1792. 

I* this mifcellaneous publication, the witty and humorous 

P. P. has prefented us with a Parnaffian nofegay, which 

he has himfelf figuratively characterized in his motto: 


© Sweet- 
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¢ Sweet-briar, hawthorn, lilies, nettles, rofes ; 
What a nice douguet for all forts of nofes *’ 

The firft flower which attracts out notice, (not our nofes,) in 
this bouguet, is * An Ode to the Sons of Crifpin,’ i.e. ¢ the 
Journeymen Shoemakers,’ who lately refufed to work, unlefs 
their wages were raifed. Here Peter happily employs his ta- 
Jent of irony, to perfuade thefe difcontented workmen to mind 
their bufinefs, and drudge on, without difturbing the peace of 
the great;—for, quoth he, 

¢ _-—Quality are Gops, and men are mules.’ 


At the winding-up of the ode, however, we find the mules 
changed into animals of a different fort, but equally endowed 
with patience, and equally qualified for labour: here Peter, 
who, as we fhall prefently find, is become ¢ the poet of the 
people,’ gives us a fpecimen of what he can do, when he is 
difpofed to affert the Riguts oF Man: 


‘ Remember, we are only oxen yet— 

Therefore, beneath the yoke condemn’d to fweat. 
But gradually we all fhall change to men; 

And then!!! What then? Ye Heav’ns! Why then 
"The lawlefs fway of tyranny is o’er— 

Pride falls, and Britons will be beafts no more !’ 


This does not look like being yet bought off /—Has no fop 
been yet offered to this Cerberus ? or, as JOHNSON would have 
afked, ** Does not the dog love /op ?” 

No. 2. in the bouquet is * An Ode to Burke.’ The great 
snan addrefled in this piece of poetic flagellation, is here treat- 
ed, fans ceremonie, as 


* A miferable elf 
Who has damn’d himfelf.’ 


This animated Ode concludes with the following lines : 


* O Burke! behold fair Liserty advancing— 
Trutu, Wit, and Humour, {porting in her train. 
Behold them happy, finging, laughing, dancing, 

Proud of a golden age again ! 
When all thy friends (thy friends of late, I mean) 
Shall, flufh’d with conqueft, meet their idol Queen, 
The Goddefs at whofe thrine a world fhould &nee/; 
When ¢hey with fongs of triumph hail the Dame, 
Will not thy cheek be dath’d with deepeft thame, 
And Conscience fomewhat ftartled feel ? 
Ah! will thine eye a gladfome beam difplay ; 
Borrow from fmooth Hypocrisy’s a ray, 
To hail the Jong-defir’d return ? 
Speak, wilt thou fcrew into a {mile thy mouth, 
And welcome Liserty, with Wir and TRuTH$; 
And for a moment leave thy Gang to mourn? 


Yes, 
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Yes, thou wilt greet her with a half-fore’d {mile, 


Quitting thy virtuous company a while, 
To fay, ‘* Dear Madam, welcome !—how d’ye do?” 


And then the Dame will anfwer with a dip, 


Scorn in her eye, contempt upon her lip, 
«© Not much the better, Mifter Burke, for you.” 


<< Poor Burke, I read thy foul, and feel thy pain— 
Go, join the fycophants that I difdain.” 

Our attention is next directed to an * Ode to Irony.” This 
delicate fpecies of rhetoric is pleafantly perfonified, as ‘a Quaker~ 
Jooking wight, who, with mouth demure, and folemn eye, 
without Jaughing makes others laugh.’ Peter confiders Irony 
as, at prefent, in a dangerous fituation in this country,—ex- 
pofed to the critici/m of the law :—but better times are prognof- 
ticated, from the approach of 

¢ ——Fair Liberty! divinely ftrong! 
A patriot phalanx leads the Dame along. 
Tuou *, Wit, and Humour, fhail adorn her train—» 
And let me proudly join the noble few ; 
While to the caufe of Glory true, 
The Muse fhall fhout her boldeft ftrain.’ 
* E’en I, ’midft fuch a patriot band, 
Will gain importance through the land ; 
Rife, from a poor extinguifher, a fteeple.— 
And, O Amsirion, hear thy fuppliant’s pray’r, 


A fprig of thy unfading laurel (pare, 
And crown me, crown me Port of the Peor.te.’” 


The flower next prefented to us, is an * Ode to Lord Lonf. 
dale,’ who, fome time ago, commenced, as we have heard, 
a profecution againft our poet, for the fatire contained in 
his * Commiferating Epittle’ to that nobleman: fee Rev. for 
February laft, p. 227. The bard now offers, in a pleafant 
{train of mock fubmiffion, (which we think might eafily be 
turned into real accommodation, ) to make it up with his Lord- 
fhip. Even the K— is introduced, as pleading in Peter’s be- 
half—but in Peter’s language ;—and the Ode concludes with 
hinting the manner of ending all animofity between them : 


‘ Thus ¢, Lonspace, thou behold’it a fair example 
Of greatnefs in a King—a noble fample! 
Thou cry’, ‘* What muft [ do? On shee I call.’ 
Catch up your pen, my Lord, at once, and fay, 
** Dear Peter, all my rage is blown away ; 
So come and eat thy beef at Lowrner Hatt,” 


a 
¥ 





* Irony. 
t Alluding to the fuppofed Royal interpofition in the poet’s 


reine which, had it been realized, would have been generous in- 
eed! 


We 
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We come, now, to an ‘ Ode to the Academic Chair,’ on 
the eleétion of Mr. Weft to the prefidency of the Royal Aca. 
demy, in the room of the late juftly lamented Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds. On this occafion, the fatirift’s old enmity toward Mr, 
Weft breaks out afrefh. Again the honoured artift is bela. 
boured by the poet ; who, in furioufly dealing about his blows, 
Jets a ftroke or two (unwarily, no doubt,) light on the fhoul- 
ders of the r——! patron :—Peter “* muft have kings,”’ as he, 
whilom, declared ; he employs them, too, on moft occafions,; 
and as kings are faid to be the fervants of the public, he feems 
to confider them as cave of all work. 

¢ Old Simon, a Tale,’ is one of the nettles in this bouquet ; 
and it might have been thought intended to give a little fting 
to the Jadies: but we too well know Peter’s regard for the 
dear creatures, to fuppofe that he had any fuch intention. Old 
Simon, however, might ferve, in fome refpects, as a com- 
panion to the celebrated Ephefian Matron, were not the mo- 
dern tale conceived and told in a much merrier vein. 

Our attention is next called to an * Ode to the King :’—a 
fatire on court flattery ; bearing fome allufion to the quondam 
rumour, that the dogs of the law were to be let loofe on the 
author.—What foundation there was for that rumour, we 
know not, with any degree of certainty. Be that matter 
as it may, ** Vbo’s afraid?” might have been the motto to 
this Ode. 

¢ Ode to a Margate Hoy:’—a droll reprefentation of the 
fcenes which, no doubt, frequently occur among the gentle- 
folks from Wapping, &c. 


‘ Who, fond of travel, unto Margate roam !—’ 


©‘ The Wolf and the Lion, a Tale, dedicated to Lord 
Hawkefbury.’ This. piece alludes, alfo, to the matter of profe- 
cution; and here again the K, is made to take part (as in the 
Ode to Lord Lonfdale,) with the poet: 


* Now this was noble,—like a king, in /ooth, 
Who fcorn’d to choak * a fubject for the truth.’ 


The colle&ion clofes with * The Wolves, the Bear, and 
other Beafts, a Fable.’-—An admirable fatire on a late refer- 
ence to the Judges, concerning the Libel Bill. 

Thanks to you, friend Peter, for this month’s entertain- 
ment; we have had a nice regale, indeed ! G. 





* Hang. 
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Art. XXIII. 4 Defence of Dr. Price and the Reformers of Eng- 
land. By the Rev. Chriftopher Wyvill, Chairman of the late 


Committee of A ffociation of the County of York. 8vo. pp, too. 
2s. Johnfon. 1792. 


“6 6 Reed beareft record of thyfelf; thy record is not true :”” 
is an objection not lefs familiar in the mouth of a mo- 
dern pharifee, than it was in that of the pharifees of old. The 
Reformers are Diffenters, and the Diflenters are faéctious re- 
ublicans, is the common cry of interefted calumny; and 
when the parties accufed deny the charge, and profefs them- 
felves ** good men and true,” the reply is, ** thou beareft re- 
cord of thyfelf; thy record is not true.” Here, however, 
cometh another who beareth teftimony of them—a clergyman 
ef the church of England, of a character very generally 
known, and not more known than refpected. He proves, in 
his own perfon, the falfehood of one part of the accufation at 
leaft; he proves that all the Reformers are not Diflenters *; 
and he declares his firm perfuafion that the other part is falfe ; 
alfo maintaining that it is unjuft to confider the Diffenters, or 
their late leader Dr. Price, as factious republicans. He ap- 
als to indifputable facts, and produces fatisfactory arguments, 
to fhew that they are not only an innocent, but a meritorious 
body of men. 

The queftion of reformation, however, does not turn on the 
character of the Diffenters. Were they as black as the poor 
abufed Africans, it would not juftify us in depriving them of 
the rights of human nature, and of the common privileges of 
citizens. Before we.can be authorized to do this, we muft 
prove, which the African merchants have already fo clearly 
demonfirated of the Negroes, that they are no part of the human 
fpecies ;——and even then, we ought not to forget that ** the 
devil himfelf fhould have his due.” ‘The inquiry concerning 
neceflity of reformation is to be’taken up on a much broader 
ground. It is a queftion which concerns not one, but every, 
clafs of the community. 

In our government, with all its excellences, which are un~ 
doubtedly many and great, are there not likewife fome grofs 
abufes which (to ufe the words of our author,) * promote the 
intereft of a few, and injure or deftroy the happinefs of mi/- 





* Ag zealous churchmen, we do not like to hear it faid or inli- 
nuated, as it often is, that all the reformers are Diffenters. Can 
no bo¢y do good and improve bat a Diflenter? are the non-cons the 
Only people that can fing the fong of reformation? As Whitefield 
faid on another occafion, ‘* Why mutt the devil have all the good 
tunes ?”” 


lions ?? 
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jions ?” are there not multiplied and grievous corruptions, both 
in church and ftate, highly detrimental to the moral and civil 
interefts of the community at large? Does not our duty to 
God, and to our brethren of mankind, call on us to advance 
the caufe of piety and virtue, peace and happinefs, by the re. 
moval of thefe evils? Mr. Wyvill, with many other able and 
excellent men among us, anfwers thefe queftions in the affire 
mative ; and accordingly, as an honeft and upright citizen fhould 
do, he labours to correct what he deems amifs, by pointing 
out a plan of ecclefiaftical and political reform, fo judicious 
and moderate, that, we fhou!d think, no reafonable objetion 
could be urged againtft it. 

So it is however, that there is always fomething found to 
urge againft every attempt at reformation. ‘There is always 
fomething wrong, cither in the matter, or in the manner, of 
every reformer. Is he warm and zealous in his caufe, and 
high in his demands? the conftitution is in danger: ** He that 
turneth the world upfide down is come hither alfo.”’ Is he 
cool and temperate in his language, and moderate in his views? 
He has chofen an improper hour for his purpofe: ‘* Go thy 
way for this time ; when I have a convenient feafon I will call 
for thee.” 

The danger of fuch policy, and its neceflary tendency ta 
create the very difturbance and tumult which governments af- 
fect fo much to dread, are well aflerted, and maintained, toward 
the clofe of Mr. Wyvill’s defence. We #€commend what is 
there faid, and indeed the whole of this excellent pamphlet, to 


the ferious attention of all who truly love their country. 
ear. 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For JUNE, 1792. 


TRIAL of MR. HASTINGS. 


Art. 24. An Account of the Expences incurred by the Solicitors em- 
ployed by the Houfe of Commons, in the Impeachment againft Warren 
Haftings, Efg. with Obfervations. 8vo. pp. 155. 28. Gd. 
Debrett. 1792. 

BY this account, we learn that, to the feveral other extraordinary 

circumftances attending the impeachment of Mr. Haftings, muft 

be added nearly 37,0001. of the public money already expended ; 
befide the obftrution which it occafions to the progrefs of the national 
bufinefs! To thofe, who are fond of litigation, it may prove agree- 
able paitime when others afe to pay the bills: but, as no enjoyment 
is without its correctives in this world, the tide of popularity in this 
rofecution has been on the turn for fome time, and the impeachers 


are themfelves boldly impeached in every ftep which they 7 
taken. 
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taken. They cannot be in better hands than they are at prefent, 
antil the public, afhamed of looking on any longer, undertake to 
drive out the moufe with which the mountain has been groaning fo 

jteoufly during the laft five years.—-T'his 1s a curious and valuable 
publication :—the more valuable, on account of the editor’s expla- 


natory notes, &c. &c, N. 
. SLAVERY and SUGAR COLONIES. 


Art.25- The Cafe of the Sugar Colonies, Sv0. Pp. 97+ 2% 
Johnfon. 1792. 

A fhort expreflive title is good evidence of the merit of a literary 
work. The makers and fetlers of books never think that they car 
fuficiently blazon the contents, nor promife enough, in the front, 
toinvite purchafers ; while a man, who is ferioufly intent on his fub- 
ject, difdains clumfy amplification, and contents himfelf with giving 

his production a neat fententious form without as well as within. 


oO 
We have received much information and fatisfaction in the perofal 


of this difpaflionate, cool, and argumentative performance; which 
ftates the circumftances of our Weft Indian iflands, our treatment 
of them, and the tendency of that treatment, in a clear, compre- 
henfive, and convincing manner. ‘To all, therefore, who are in-~ 
terelted, or who with to form juft ideas, on a very important fub- 
ject, we can recommend this tract as containing the fentiments of @ 


well-informed and judicious writer. N. 


Art. 26. Hifforical Sketches of the Slave-trade, and of its Effects 
in Africa. ‘ Addreffed to the People of Great Britain. By the 
Right Hon. Lord Muncafter. 8vo. pp. 100. 258. Stockdale, 
1792. 

The principal object of Lord Muncafter, in thefe fketches, is to 
prove that the trade in Negroe flaves owed its origin to American 
Welt Indian colonization;—and that the Weft Indian plantations 
might be the firit occafion of a zava/ refort to Africa for flaves, may 
be very true. It is no part of our province to engage in a contro- 
verfy on the fubject, or it might not be difficult to fhew that a re- 
gular flave-trade is carried on by the Moors of Barbary and their 
oriental neighbours, by an inland current intercourfe, to a far 
greater extent than ever was attempted by the Europeans on the 
coalt. As this trade, however, does not come under general ob- 
fervation, the antiquity of it may not be eafily traced: but it is 
probably coeval with eaftern maxims and modes of government, 
which are old enough to exculpate Europeans from being the eri- 
gizal contrivers of this odious article of'commerce. Odious it cer- 
tainly is: but we do not perceive that our noble author has thrown 
any new light on the fubject ; and his work is written in too confideat 
and petulant a ftyle to be read with pleafure. His Lordfhip may plead 
an honeft indignation at the hard fate of Negroes, yet furely he is 
not to be informed, that flaves are to be found in our own country, 
who, on his principle of fiat juffitia, claim emancipation at our 
hands, before we become eager champions for African liberty. I 
is the cruel fate of every Briton, who engages in feafaring employ- 
Ment, or is known ever to have been fo engaged, to be marked aut 

for 
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for a flave whenever our government enters into hoftilities with 
any other nation. We then, with an apathy utterly incompatible 
with our prefent fenfibility, can fee our helplefs countrymen dragged 
in a moft brutal manner from their peaceful habitations and fami- 
lies, by gangs of armed ruffians, and devoted to the moft imminent 
perils of life both by fire and by water, as long as defpotic power 
pleafes. Under this fpecies of flavery, refiftance or efcape is pu- 
nifhed with various degrees of feverity, even to pofitive death! All 
this harfh treatment of our free-born countrymen we can coolly 
overlook, while every paflion is rouzed, and all obftacles are borne 
down, for an experimental extenfion of benevolence to men of an- 
other fpecies. This conduct has too much refemblance to that of a 
neighbouring prince, who officioufly bufied himfelf in procuring for 
ftrangers, three thoufand miles diftant, what he withheld from his 
own fubjects! He now is tafting the natural fruits of fuch he- 
roifm. 
We are as warm withers for an abolition of the flave-trade, as 
Lord Muncafter can poffibly be; or, to exprefs ourfelves with more 
recifion, as ardently defire that we could /afely quit all concern in 
it: for the powers of Europe combined are only able to ftop the 
weftern markets, and leave the Africans to their own ufages elfe. 
where: but, were this done, the work is but half accomplithed ; 
and we are driven into a difguftful dilemma ; for, after renouncing 
thié unnatural trade with fuch ftrong expreflions of abhorrence, what 
is to be the fate of thofe poor negroes thus procured, and in our 
flefion? The fociety for the abolition of the flave-trade, who 
proteft againft gradual meafures, have publicly advertifed that their 
views have been ‘ induftrioufly misREPRESENTED, by a report that 
the emancipation of the negroes in the britifh colonies is the objeé 
of their exertions.’ Can we then, after execrating, with fo much 
vehemence, the practice of enflaving the Africans, can we unblufh- 
ingly ftill continue to affert a property in the many thoufands that 
we have among us? can we fil] exact their labour, and flill transfer 
them as our proper chattels? Is not this contraft of words and 
actions a mott infulting mockery of the fufferings which we have 
fo patheticaliy deplored? Did this fociety and their well-withers 
fincerely confider the negroes a8 on an equality with themfelves as 
rational men, (and they have all along pleaded their caufe as the 
caufe of their /e/Jow-creatures,) would they venture to tantalize 
them thus? Are they prepared for all confequences that may enfue 
from inconfiltency ; or are they altogether regardlefs of the evils 
that may fall on ohers, by their eager activity in urging a partial 
good ?-—May all things be over-ruled for the beft! 


Art. 27. Remarks on the late Decifion of the Houfe of Commons req 
Speting the Abolition of the Slave-trade. By Thomas Gifborne, 
M.A. 8vo. pp. 4g. 18. White. 1792. 

This is a well written and clofe examination of the arguments 
urged in the debate on the flave-trade, which terminated in the 
refolution for its gradual abolition ; and the ingenious author prefles 
home the inconfliftency of condemning a trade as iniquitous, and 
allowing any farther duration of fuch iniquity, however limited. W. 


3 Art. 
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Art. 28. A Letter to the Members of Parliament who have prefented 
Petitions to the Honourable Houfe of Commons for the Abolition of the 
Slave-trade. By a Weft India Merchant. 8vo. pp. 84. 41s. 6d. 
Sewel, &c-. 1792. 

The Weft India merchant is, as may be fuppofed, an opponent 
to Lord Muncafter: but as the champions confine their attention 
to different parts of the fubject of flavery, their arguments do not 
come in direét conflict. Lord Muncafter dwells principally on the 
cruel injuftice of buying men for flaves, and on the bafe methods by 
which they are currently {uppofed to be procured for fale, but wholly 
overlooks the thoufands already thus procured and in flavery, who 
are refigned to what is underftood to be a miferable fate. The Welt 
India merchant, on the contrary, meddles not with the trade for 
flaves, but dwells on the political circumftances of the iflands, and in- 
quires how the planters and this country would be affetted by its abo- 
lition. Moreover, not having read, as we fuppofe, the advertifement 
of the Abolition Society, in which they pofitively difclaim all views 
of emancipating the negroes in our poffeflion, he advifes Mr. Wilber- 
force, with his aflociates, to prepare the minds of the negroes for the 
proper enjoyment of liberty, before it is conferred on them ; from 
fear of rouzing their paffions to acts of barbarifm and confufion. He 
enforces this advice, by fhewing that the advances of liberty in 
Europe were gradual, keeping pace with the improvement of the 
mind. ‘* It is dangerous to tear away at once the bandage from 
eyes that have remained long in darknefs, and at once to expofe 
them to the full blaze of the meridian fun. In order to the perfect 
emancipation of flaves, it is neceffary, in the firft place, that they be 
made capable of being good members of civil fociety. The full tide 
of freedom let in upon them all of a fudden, would only intoxicate 
their brain, and lead them into a courfe of vicious excels, that muft 


involve mifery and ruin, both to themfelves and others connected 


with them in fociety.’ 
They have heard enough at St. Domingo to anfwer this melan- 


choly purpofe ; whether the above mentioned advertifement, figned 
Granville Sharp, will correét what may have been agitated among 
the negroes in the Britifh iflands, when they will find themfelves 
cheated with a vain fhew of liberty, which yet they may not tafte, 


is one of the experiments of which we are now to abide the event. Ar 


Art. 29. A Defence of the Planters in the Weft Indies ; comprized 
in Four Arguments: I. On Comparative Humanity; II. On 
Comparative Slavery; III. On the African Slave-trade; and 
IV. On the Condition of Negroes in the Weft Indies. By Jeffe 
Foot, Surgeon. 8vo. pp. 101. 2s. Debrett. 1792. 

_ The Weft India planters have found a judicious and able advocate 

in Mr. Foot, whofe reafoning merits the attention of every one who 

interefts himfelf in the fubject: thofe, indeed, who read nothing 
but what ftrengthens their prepoffeffions, are out of the queftion. 

Under the firft of his general heads, Comparative Humanity, Mr. Foot 

thinks, and with fome reafon, that there are occafions enough for the 

exertions of humanity at home among ourfelves, many of which he 

Points out, before we carry it abroad. He diftinguifhes humanity 
Rev, June 1792. Q. under 
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under the dictates of good fenfe, from enthufiafm ; and he even 
thinks that the benevolent Mr. Howard would have been more ufe- 
fully employed in ftudying how to keep people out of prifons, than 
how to accommodate them when they are in confinement. ‘The obfer. 
vation may have truth in it, without difparaging Mr. Howard’s la- 
bours. In the diverfity of obje&s before us, fome betake them- 
felves to one department and fome to another; and Mr. Foot ought 
to reflect that innocence has often the hard lot to be thruft into a 
prifon. He points out, with much force and crath, a reftraint on 
the confumption of fpirituous liquors, did not the miftaken policy 
of ftatefmen intervene, as the firft ftep for reforming the morals of 
the poor, to the prevention of crimes, and of courfe to fuperfede 
the dire remedy of punifhment for them when committed. If we 
had more humanity than is urgently required at home, Mr. Foot 
would freely beftow the furplus of it on any objects abroad that beft 
claimed it: but he adds that we ought to commence our duty as 
citizens of the world with clean hands, afier having difcharged 
our obligations to cur own country. 

Under his fecond head, Comparative Slavery, Mr. Foot finds 
worfe flavery and more diftrefs, in fome ranks and fitwations in 
Europe, than are to be found in a Weft India plantation ; and in 
examining the various circumftances of foldiers, failors, peafants, 
and colliers, with other miners, he appears to eftablifh his pofition. 

In confidering his third and fourth heads, the African Slave-trade, 
and the Condition of Negroes in the Weft Indies, Mr. Foot refts on the 
evidence produced before the Houfe of Commons. He is a fevere 
critic on Mr, Wilberforce’s fpeech on thefe points, charging him 
with making ufe of fuch parts only of the evidence as {fuited his par- 
pofe, and with rejecting the reft, though of the moft refpectable and 
confiftent nature. From this rejected teftimony, Mr. Foot produces 
fuch reprefentations as have been repeated)y quoted by others on 
the fame fide of the queftion, and confirms them by his own expe- 
rience ; he having been himfelf, during three years, in the Weft In- 
dies, where he had the medical care of two thoufand negroes; and 
he declares that, during his practice, he never was called to give re- 
lief to any negroe fuffering trom chaltifement. At the clofe of his 
pamphlet, Mer. Foot offers good hints for encouraging the popula- 
tion of negroes in our iflands; which, if fome ferious religious at- 
tention were beftowed on their minds, as well as on the minds of 


‘their matters, might overturn the current opipion that the prefent 


number of negroes on the Welt India iflands cannot be fupparted 
by their own population. 
As a fubject of this magnitude calls for the mof mature judgment, 


we are happy in the reflection that it is yet under the inveftigation 
of a fuperior tribunal, N. 


Art. 30. An Apology for Slavery; or Six Cogent Arguments 
againit the immediate Abolition of the Slave-trade. 8vo. pps 
47+ 18 Johnfon. 1792. 

We now conceive fome faint hopes of being relieved from farther 
animadverfions on the flave-trade, fince, from grave reafoning, we 
defcend to burletque: but fhould this ironical apology even be 

allowed 
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allowed to poffefs fome archnefs, it will not therefore folléw that 


the parties who are held up to ridicule, are juft objects of derifloney> 


Art. 31. Slave-trade: A full Account of this Species of Com- 
merce, with Arguments againft itr. By the celebrated Philofo- 
pher and Hiftorian, Abbé Raynal. Tranflated from the French. 
1zmo. 6d. Symonds. 

The writings of the Abbé Raynal are well known: whatever ob- 
jeftions may be advanced agarnft them, it will be allowed that the 
caufe of humanity and liberty receives great fupport from his pen. 
Averfe from favery, he firft, according to the colleétion here made, 
recites briefly. its hiftory, and proceeds to propofe fome meafures by 
which the condition of the unhappy beings in that ftate might be 
fomewhat meliorated; after which, he reprobates, entirely, the 
whole commerce; and, with great ardour, proves it to be utterly 
repugnant to humanity, reafon, and juftice. It is unneceffary for 
us to give any extracts from his pleadings, yet we fhall infert a fen- 
tence or two from his addrefs to thofe whom ke calls fovereigns of the 
earth.—* If you do not fport with the reft of mortals, if you do not 
regard the power of kings as the right of a fuccefsful plunder, and 
the obedience of fubjeéts as artfully obtained from their ignorance, 
reflect on your own obligations. Refufe the fanction of your autho- 
rity to the infamous and criminal traffic of men turned into fo many 
herds of cattle; and this trade will ceafe. For once unite, for the 
happine/s of the world, thofe powers and defigns which have been 


fo often exerted for its rain!’ Hi..s 


Art. 32. - An Inquiry into the Caufes of the Infarre&ion of the Negroes 
in St. Domingo. ‘Vo which are added, Obfervations of M. Garran- 
Cou!on, on the fame Subje&, read (in his abfence) by M. Guadet, 
before the National Aflembly. 8vo. 6d. Johnfon. 1792. 
This pamphlet is directed to eflabiifh a propofition, which, amid 

all the clamours of the arbigrary, the political, and the interefted, 

temperate and judicious perfons have been greatly inclined to en- 
tertain, vix.—that the late confufions and miferies in the above 
ifland were not in the leaft occafioned by the meafures that have 
been fo honourably and ftrenuoufly purfued for the abolition of the 
flave-trade.— ‘* One thing only (fays this writer) is wanting to 
charge with this criminality the Amis des Noirs, and this the remon- 
{trance does not fupply—she proof that they have adopted that courfe 
of conduc? imputed to them by the Colonifts. ‘This defect cannot be 
cémpentfated, either by the atrocity of the crime, or the virulence 
and audacity of the accufation.’—It pretty clearly appears that the 
hauteur and infolence of the Whites, particularly toward the people 
of colour, has been a principa! caufe, concurring probably with 
fome others, of thefe dreadful calamities. Theie defolations are 
only a farther illuftration of the Abté Raynal’s predictions, when, 
in the clofe of his addrefs to the nations, he appeals to their intereit, 
end adds—* Your flaves ftand in no neea either of your generofity 
or your counfels, in order to break the facrilegious yoke of their 
Oppreffion. Nature {peaks a more powerful language than philo- 


fophy, or interett.’ His 
we» 
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“ LAW. 


Art. 33. Minutes of the Proceedings at a Court Martial held on 
Mr. Edward Mocre, Midthipman of his Majetty’s Ship London, 
on board the Royal William in Portfmouth Harbour, Auguft 16, 
1791, and continued by Adjournment every Day, until the zoth 
Day of the fame Month. 8vo. pp.1os5. 2s. 6d. Bell. 

Mr. Leonard, a midfhipman on board the Saturn, in Portf- 
mouth harbour, on fome difagreement between him and his lieutenant, 
was ordered by the lieutenant to be hoifted (or triced) up to the 
top-maft head, A number of midfhipmen on board the Edgar 
and London, among whom was Mr. Moore, confidered this treat- 
ment as a common caufe that affected them all; and this idea made 
them, as well as the fufferer, wifh it might be brought to a trial, 
whether a lieutenant was juftified in punifhing and degrading a, 
midfhipman by fuch a difcretionary exertion of power. Some cir- 
cular letters were written on this occafion, as well to encourage 
Mr. Leonard in profecuting for redrefs, as to procure him friendly 
affiftance; and Mr. Moore was tried as a principal agent in writing 
and circulating fuch anonymous letters, as contrary to the good 
order and difcipline of the fleet; though there is nothing offenfive 
either in the ftyle or matter of them, excepting by inference. The 
facts were not pofitively brought home to him, and refpedctable tefti- 
mony appeared to his profeffional character: but the court, never- 
thelefs, deemed it incumbent to fubject him to a month’s imprifon- 
ment, and to give him a fevere reprimand. 

The peculiar fituation of feamen, who are cooped up by the 
hundred within narrow wooden hutches, requires the ftrifteit dif- 
cipline to effect the fervice that calls them together. Where the 
lines of fubordination are not accurately defined, much latitude is 
afforded tothe wanton exercife of power ; and fuch is human nature, 
the beft {pecimens of which are not generally to be feen on fhipboard, 
that it is not always fafe to queftion the extent of official authority. 
Hazard is alfo incurred by leaving it to operate without fome re- 
ftraint; for, as Mr. Moore wel! obferves in his able defence, if a mid- 
fhipman, from which clafs all future commanders are to rife, be fub- 
ject to difgraces that expofe him to the derifion of the whole fhip’s 
crew, * that fpirit and activity, which is fo effential to a military 
character, becomes fo far depreffed, as never again to recover 
ftrength fofiicient to difcharge the duties of his ftation, or to enforce 
that obedience and refpect due from a fhip’s company.’ N. 


Art. 34. Thoughts on the Propriety of fixing Eafter Term. 8vo. 
1s. Cadell. 1792. 

A report prevailed, in the beginning of this year, that a bill was 
to be brought into parliament to change the prefent fluctuating ftate 
of Eafter term, and to fix it to fome precife period, independently of 
all confideration of Eafter-day. This, it was thought, would bea 
confiderable convenience to the members of the profeffion, to whom 
a lony vacation in autumn would be more acceptable than a divided 
vacation, part in {pring and part in autumn. ‘The author of this 
eflay reiitts the propoted regulation as a dangerous innovation on 
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our civil and religious eftablifhment, which may ferioufly affect the 
religion and morals of the people. ‘The confequence will be, that 
Good Friday and Eafter-day will fometimes fall in the middle of 
the Law-term, and fuitors will be called from different parts of the 
kingdom to attend their bufinefs at Weitminfter ;_ which, he fays, 
by leflening the refpeé&t that has hitherto been paid to thofe days, 
will tend to increafe that general inattention and indifference which 
threaten to undermine the morals and religion of this nation. 
Whether the intended bill has been wholly laid afide, or whether 
the confiderations above fuggefted have had any weight with the 
fupporters of the meafure, we have not been informed. We believe 
no fuch bill was brought in during the laft feffion. Probably fome 
difficulty may have occurred among the judges refpecting the pro- 
pofed arrangements. +> 7", 


Art. 35. 4 fecond Letter to the Right Hon. Chartes Fames Fox, upon™ 
the Matter of Libel: fuggelting the dangerous Tendency of the 
Bill now [/ately] before the Legiflature on the above Subject, 
both with refpect to the Conftitution itfelf, and the whole Syftem 
of Englifh Law. By John Bowles, Efq. of the Inner Temple, 
Barrifter at Law. 8vo. 2s. Whieldon, &c. 1792. 

Mr. Bowles purfues * this fubject with unremitting induftry, and 
with more than a common fhare of acutenefs. He forefees, or 
thinks he forefees, the moft alarming confequences from enacting 
the bill which is the fubjeét of his animadverfions. As we do not 
feel the fame alarm, but, on the contrary, moft firmly believe that 
this bill only recognifes in the jury thofe powers which the Confti- 
tution has entrufted to them, and meant them to exercife in cri- 


minal cafes, we heartily rejoice that it has pafledintoalaw. “$oy", 


Art. 36. The accomplifbed PraG@ifer in the High Court of Chancery: 
Shewing the whole Method of Proceedings, according to the 
prefent PraGtice, from the Bill to the Appeal, inclufive. Con- 
taining the original Power and Jurifdiction of the Chancery, 
both as a Court of Law and Equity; the Office of the Lord 
Chancellor, Mafter of the Rolls, and the reft of the Officers: 
Alfo the Forms and Precedents of Bills, Anfwers, Pleas, De- 
murrers, Writs, Commiflions, Interrogatories, Affidavits, Peti- 
tions, and Orders: With a Lift of the Officers and their Fees. 
By Jof. Harrifon, of Lincoln’s Inn, Efq. The feventh Edition, 
being a newone, ona plan different from that purfued in the former 
Editions of this Work ; with all the Pra¢tice enlarged under every 
Head, and an Addition of Precedents of all Kinds; the Proceed- 
ings on a Commiffion of Lunacy; with additional Notes and 
References to the ancient and modern Reports in Equity. By 
John Griffith Williams, Efq. of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrifter at Law. 
Svo. z Vols. 18s. Bound. Whieldon. 1790. | 
This is an improved edition of a very ufeful praétical treatife. 

Mr. Williams has arranged the materials in a more fy{tematic man- 

ner, and has inferted the moft important modern decifions relative 

to proceedings in equity. 





* Sce Review, New Series, vol. vi. p. 337+ 
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Ast. 37. The Barrifer: or, Stri€tures on the Education propes 
forthe Bar. 1zmo. 2Vols. 6s. fewed. Deighton. 1792. 
Thefe ftriiures are written with the laudable defign of recam- 

mending a liberal and enlarged plan of education for the bar. The 

writer appears to have formed a very high fenfe of the proper dig- 
nity of the bar; and he wifhes to point out the honourable line of 
advancement in it, in preference to the more gainful fyftem of 

courting the notice of attornies by an easly application to the a/y- 

tie of practice. 

The greateft part of thefe volumes appeared occafjonally in the 
news-paper called ‘** The World,” The author has now added fome 


others, and an Introduétion. oT, 


Art. 38. dn Enquiry into the Extent of the Power of Furies on Trials 
of Indiétments or Informetions for publifhing feditious or other 
criminal Writings, or Libeis; extraéted from a mifcellaneougs 
Colledtion of Papers that were publifhed in 1776, entitled, Ad- 
ditional Papers concerning the Province of Quebec. vo. 13. 6d. 
Debrett. 1792. 

Thefe obfervations proceed from the candid and difpaffionate pen 
of Mr. Baron Maferes. Their object is to fhew that the jury have 
a right to determine all the particulars of the charge, the malicious 
intention of the writer, and the mifchievous tendency of the paper, 
as well as the more fimple facts of the writing and publication. "Pp 


Art. 39. 4 Differtation foewing that the Houfe of Lords in Cafes of 
Judicature are bound Ly precifely the fame Rules of Evidence, as are 
obferved by all other Courts; with an Appendix, containing far- 
ther Obfervations on the Effeét of a Diffolution of Parliament 
on an unfinifhed Impeachment. By Edward Chriftian, Efq. 
Barrifter, and Profeffor of the Laws of England in the Univerfity 
of Cambridge. 8vo. pp. 130. 2s. 6d. Deighton, &c. 1792. 
In a former publication on the fubjecét of Mr. Haftings’s impeach- 

ment*, Mr. Chrittian obferved, that ‘* the rules of evidence, like 

the rules of morality, are prefumed to be founded in the beit fenfe 
poflible, in reafon and wifdom matured and confirmed by the ex- 
perience of ages; and that in all criminal proceedings, both in the 
highett and loweft courts, whether at the Quarter Seffions or in the 

High Court ef Parliament, and jn the Court of the Lord High 

Steward, they are and ought to be precifely the fame.” This 

pofition, it feems, attra¢ted the notice and animadverfion of a 

gentleman of the firft celebrity for talents in this country, who 

declared in the Houfe of Commons, that he could not fufter fo 
erroneous and dangerous a doétrine to pafs unnoticed, efpecially 
as it came from one whofe duty it was to inftruét the rifing gene- 
ration in the principles of the Law and Conftitution of England ; 
and, in a fpeech of confiderable length, he endeavoured to prove 
that the Houfe of Lords is not bound by the laws of Evidence like 
other courts. Mr. Chriftian, in the Differtation now before us, re- 
afferts and maintains his former doétrine, with confiderable force and 
ability ; and produces a great variety of inftances, before the Lords, 


= * — 
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* See Review, New Series, vol. iv. p. 335. 
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in their judicial capacity, where he finds points of evidence argued 
and decided on the fame principles which would have been the 
ground of decifion in every inferior court. Tv’. 


Art. 40. Of Exemptions from the Payment of Tithes of the Lands of 
the Monafteries and Abbies diffolued by Stat. 31 Hen. 8. Cap. 13. 
as ftated in the Arguments in the Cafe of Devie againft Lord 
Brownlow and others, in the Court of Chancery 1790+ With 
an Appendix, containing authentic Documents relative to the 
local Site of Farcet Fen. 8vo. pp. 136. 2s. 6d. Brooke. 
1792+ 
is the important caufe of Devie againft Lord Brownlow, the 

law refpecting the exemption of lands from the payment of 

tithes was very fully difcuffed ; and a judicious fummary of the ar- 
guments employed on that occafion might be well expected to ex- 
hibit almoft all the information that can be of ufe both to the pro. 
prietor of tithes, and to the owners of lands claimed to be tithe- 
free. The editor of this cafe, however, after devoting a very few 
pages to the general view of the fubject, immerges into a wide fea 
of faéts and evidence peculiar to this caufe, and which muft be very 
uninterefting, except to the parties themfelves. In the courfe of 
his narration, he difcovers a confiderable partiality in favour of the 

Vicar, Devie, who does indeed appear to have been confiderably 

haraffed by his powerful and more opulent opponent. ee 


Art. 41. Points in Law and Equity, fele&ted for the Information 
and Direétion of all Perfons concerned in Trade and Commerce; 
with References to the Statutes, Reports, and other Authorities. 
8vo. pp. 208. 3s. 6d. Boards. Cadell. 1792. 

The compiler of this work laments that, in the education of 
young men for the commercial world, the moft obvious and mate- 
rial parts of thofe laws, which mutt affe&t their future property and 
engagements, are not included. We entertain confiderable doubts 
whether this publication be well calculated to fupply its deficiency. 
The points of law, for there are few of equity that occur in this 
collection, are {tated in too fhort and unconneéted a manner to 
——— light to thofe for whofe direction it is profeffedly in- 
tended, 


MEDICAL, &c. 


Art. 42. 4 Plan of a charitable Inftitution, intended to be efta- 
blifhed upon the Sea-coaft, for the Accommodation of Perfons 
afflicted with fuch Difeafes as are ufually relieved by Sea-bathing. 
By John Latham, M. D. Fellow of the Royal College of Phyfi- 
cians, and Phyfician to the Middlefex and Magdalen Hofpitals. 
8vo, pp. 22. 6d. Longman. 1791. 
Whoever reflects on the number of difeafes requiring fea air and 

fea bathing, will own the utility of a plan, the obje&t of which is 

toenable the indigent part of the community to procure the advan- 
tages refulting from their ufe. The difficulty is in felecting the 
mot proper mode of conferring thefe benefits. Dr. Latham’s 

{cheme is, in a great meafure, fimifar to that of the charitable fund 

@tablithed at Buxton, which is formed from a very {mall contribu- 
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tion folicited by a gentleman, who acts as a fteward, in each 
lodging houfe, from every vifitor who frequents the place. The 
Dattor propofes that ‘ fo much of the Buxton plan as refpects the 
boarding of perfons amongft the inhabitants in the vicinity of Mar- 
gate, or of any other convenient place upon the fea coait, be 
adopted. 

‘ That a certain number of perfons who may be deemed proper 
objefts fhall be admitted amongft fuch families as are willing to 
accommodate them with board and lodging. 

‘ That there fhall be paid for each perfony whether pauper or 
otherwife, to the managing committee, three fhillings and fixpence 
r week, towards defraying the expences of board and lodging. 

© That each perfon fhall pay always at leaft one month in advance. 

‘ That he fhall have the advice of a phyfician and a furgeon, 
with all neceffary medicines, gratis—and fhall incur no other ex- 
a whatever, except in his conveyance to and from the fea 
coat.’ 

This, he obferves, is all that can be at prefent propofed: .but he 
thinks that, in a few years, a general hofpital might be built for 
the reception of all the proper objects who might offer. 

At the conclufion, the Doctor remarks that, fince the writing of his 
pamphlet, confiderable progrefs has been made in building an hof- 
pital at Margate: but, as the plan is totally different, he thinks it 
neceflary to propofe his fcheme, though not with the leaft intention 
of impeding any defign which other gentlemen may have in con- 


templation. 0, 


Art. 43. The great Importance and proper Method of cultivating and 
curing Rbubaré in Britain, for meaicinal Ufes; with an Appen- 
dix. By Sir William Fordyce, M.D. F.R.S. 8vo. pp. 27. 
1s. Cadell. 1792. 

Rhubarb is imported into this country at the annual expence of 
200,000]. [tis an article of the utmoft confequence in medicine ; and 
its uies are fo many, that its price becomes an object highly interetting 
to the poor. Moved by thefe confiderations, Sir William Fordyce 
was ambitious of trying whether this valuable plant might not be 
brought within the reach of multitudes, who cannot now afford to 
purchafe it, by promoting its general cultivation and cure in our 
own country; and thus fupplying the market entirely, without fo- 
reign feed; orat leait by greatly reducing the price of that which is 
imported. His praife-worthy attempts have been crowned with their 
deferved fuccefs ; and the Society for the Encouragement of Arts,&c. 
have unanimouily voted him a gold medal, as their premium for raif- 
ing three hundred plants of the true palmated rhubarb, in conformity 
to their advertifement for the year 1791. For the benefit of his 
fellow-fubje&s, Sir William now lays before them fuch facts as he 
has been able to collect, regarding the culture and prefervation of 
this admirable root; and, in an Appendix, he has explained the 
method of combining rhubarb with tartar under various forms, fo 
as at once to enfure and increafe its efficacy. 

Sir William obferves, that, by attentively following the rules 
which he has {pecified, all who poflefs a garden will have it in thei® 
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power to raife and prepare for themfelves, or others, one of the 
moft ufeful fimples hitherto known ; and, he adds, it is pleafing 
to think, that while perfons of rank and affluence are often in- 
dulging in the contents of the wine cafk, to the prejudice of their 
health, the pooreft and loweft of the people may be enabled to 
mend their confticutions when impaired by very different caufes, by 
mixing rhubarb with the tartar that adheres to the empty cafk; for 
when this is done in due proportions, and with the neceffary prepa~ 
rations, they form together fome of the moft fovereign remedies for 


the relief and comfort of the human conftitution. Gil...s. 


TRAVELS, 


Art. 44. 4 Tour through Italy. Containing full Dire@tions for tra- 
velling in that interefling Country; with ample Catalogues of 
every Thing that is carious in Architecture, Painting, Sculpture, 
&c.; fome Obfervations on the Natural Hiftory, and very parti- 
cular Defcriptions of the four principal Cities, Rome, Florence, 
Naples, and Venice, with their Environs. With a coloured 
Chart. By Thomas Martyn, B.D. F.R.S. Profeffor of Botany 
in the Univerfity of Cambridge. 8vo. pp. 480. 7s. Boards, 
Kearfley. 1791. 

The fubjeét of this work is fo fully explained in the title-page, 
that we need only fay that the performance does not fall fhort of 
the promife. In a narrow compafs, Mr. Martyn has compreffed 
the moft material information contained in the voluminous works 
of Richard and De la Lande. His ftyle is eafy and perfpicuous, 
and his information as accurate as the flu€tuating nature of his fub- 
ject can well admit. He feldom indalges himfelf in the privilege of 
making reflections: but when he does, they are pertinent, and fa- 
tisfa€tory. 

We would gladly have given fome extraéts from this work: but 
the overflow of our materials, at this feafon, is fo great, that we 
are conftrained to refer many articles to the Catalogue part of our 
Journal, which may, intrinfically, merit a larger difplay of their 
contents. We cannot, however, overlook the author’s very ftriking 
remark on the popular fondnefs of the Romans [the modern Ro- 
mans!] for that infamous, gambling fpecies of taxation, the fate 
lottery. * The common people’ (of Rome) fays Mr. M. ‘ are ina 
ferment during all the time of the lottery, which is drawn eight 
times a year. Such is the rage for it, that the quantity of bread 
baked in the city is at thefe feafons confiderably lefs than ufual *: 
in fhort, it is the locuft which confumes what the caterpillar had 
left.,—-By the caterpillar, Mr. M. no doubt, alludes to the mi- 
ferable government of that country,—once the miltrefs, now the 


contempt, of the world. Gil...s 





a 
’ 


* Is it through expeGation, or difappointment, that the people lofe 
their appetite ? Perhaps doth concur to produce this effect, In our 
Own country, much worfe confequences have followed. 
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POETRY. 


Art. 45. 4a Elegiae Ode to the Memory of Sir Fofbua Reynolds, late 
Prefident of the Royal Academy. By the Rev. John White. 
houfe, Curate of Houghton-Conqueft, Bedfordfhire. 4to. 2s, 
Cadell. 

Confidering the peculiarly intimate connection now fubfifting be- 
tween painting and poetry, it was to be expected that Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds would foon obtain the meed of fome melodious ftrain. Mr. 
Whitehoufe’s elegiac tribute to the memory of this moft celebrated 
painter, is written in a manner which evinces the affiftance that 
Poetry and her fifter art can render to each other. With con- 
fiderable fpirit, feveral of Sir Jofhua’s principal pictures are de- 
fcribed ; after which, the painter is thus apoftrophized; 


¢ Hail, Reynolds, to thy juft defign, 
The grace, the grandeur of thy line! 
Whofe daring energy of foul, 
Juft glanc’d on parts, to catch the whole. 
The many-coloured Mafe whofe power 
Prefided o’er thy natal hour, 
On thee, with partial fondnefs fmiled; 
And laid thee oft in holy trance, 
And bade Perfeétion’s train advance, 
And breathed around thy head her vifions wild, 
Thy rapt ear drank the lore the taught, 
Her hues divine thy pencil caught, 
With her thou oft with mufing itep haft ftrayed, 
Or with the fhadowy tribes of fairy fition played.’ 


His diflinguifhed genius as a portrait-painter is thus juftly de- 
fineated : 
« In Nature’s living femblance fair, 
As if her very felf was there, 
The faithful portrait long fhall ftand 
A witnefs of the Matiter’s hand; 
Who knew, with {kill fublime, to trace 
Expreffion’s foul, and Beauty’s grace; 
The undaunted Warrior’s fix’d regard, 
The Sage, the Patriot, and the Bard, 
Youth’s vivid bluth, impaffion’d, warm, 
And Innocence in Childhood’s form, 
Paffing the common bounds of Art, 
Each Charaéter his pencil took ; 
Delineated the air, the look, 
And imaged to the eye the language of the heart; 
To diftant times tranfmitting down 
Thofe whom moft Albion boafts to own, 
The honoured fons of Science, Valour, Worth, 
Patrons of human kind, and ornaments of earth.’ 


To the dead, could they hear it, fuch well-deferved praife would, 
no doubt, be highly grateful. 
: Mo-y. Art. 
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Art. 46. Poetical Thoughts, and Views, on the Banks of the Wear, 
By Percival Stockdale. 4to. 2s. 6d. Clarke, Bond-ftreet. 


2. 
ys bleft the poet in bis Mufe! —So Mr. Percival Stockdale 
feems to be. Under the various misfortunes and difcauraging cir- 
cum{tances which have marked his life, he derives folace from the 
{miles of the Mufe, and deems ‘ nothing on earth more glorious 
than poetical genius, except the virtues of a Socrates and a Cato.’ 

We congratulate him on being able to fay, 

‘ A feeling mind, though oft deprefs’d with pains, 
Hath feiz’d bright moments for poetic ftrains; 
Shut out a world, diftreffing and diftrefs’d, 
In it’s own orb, it’s own Elyfium, blef.’ 


He complains that poverty fhould fo generally attach itfelf to 
poetry: but, according to his account of the poetic race, they are 
furely much better qualified for enduring poverty, than any of the 

, pnprivileged and unendowed multitude ; 

“*¢ And did not Bards peculiar tranfports know, 

How ‘* could” they ‘* fuffer being here below!” 
To them a ftrange myfterious frame is giv’n, 
Too fine for earth, not pure enough for heav’n ; 
Plac’d betwixt angels, in the middle way, 
And common mafles of enlivened clay ; 
‘The true, the ardent votaries of the Mufe, 
‘To mind from matter fublimate their views.’ 


Mr. Stockdale, whom we muft rank among the /emi-angelic vo- 
taries of the Nine, pours forth his fong * beneath the claflic 
Wear’s romantic fhades,’ and exhibits, in eafy verfe, his thoughts, 
and views, and encomiums *. His poetry derives a fombre caft from 
his misfortunes; and we, who admire his independent fpirit, the 
maolinefs with which he acknowleges his errors, and his perfevering 

exertions, hope that every part of the following prayer will be an- 

{wered: 

‘ Maker of heaven, and earth!—of human kind! 

Of Univerfe the Parent, Source of Mind! 

Hence may my eye expunge the faults of youth, 

Devoted firmly to the caufe of truth! 

Not to thofe truths alone, which lead to fame, 

To write ftrong verfe; to argue; to declaim; 

But to that truth, by which, in life we thew 

‘Thy beauteous mora! government, below. 














* Thefe are lavifhed on feveral perfons, but Lord L— is not 
one of the praifed. P. Pindar would not have been more fevere on 
this nobleman than is Mr. Stockdale. He fays, 

* For, fure, Omnifcient Heaven the life approves 
Of him, whom L- hates,’ 

Fye, fye, Mr. Stockdale! Calamny is not fatire. Lord L— 

may have his failings, but he has his virtues too. 
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That government, by whofe benign controul, 
We keep the body fubjeé to the foul; 
Beneath whofe power, our happinefs is wrought 
By virtuous action and exalted thought. 
‘ May I, by temp’rance live exempt from pain, 
And health, vivacity and glory gain. 
And while the Mufe’s pure, ethereal ray, 
My night illumines and adorns my day ; 
And while the focial hour, propitious, blends 
A few felect and literary friends, 
Or by the influence of the virtuous fair, 
Breathes through my verfes a diviner air, 
Content fhail foothe me.’ 


We muf objec to the omifiion of the fmalleft word for the fake 
of the poetry; we cannot therefore approve Of Univer/e, for Of the 
Univerfe, which is not the way to write ‘ ftrong verfe.?- This poem 
is not correétly printed ; and we requeft Mr. Stockdale to confider 
whether he could not have chofen a better title. Mo-y. 


Art. 47. An Epifile of Condolence and Exhortation, addreffed to 
General Gunning. By Benjamin Banter, Efq. To which is 
added, An Elegy written before the Ruins of the Pantheon, fhortly 
after the Burning of that itately Edifice. 4to. pp.26. 2s, 
Stalker, &c. 1792. 

Why will B. Banter condefcend to be a poetical fcavenger and 
night-man, to rake in the dirty kennel, and to make the car of the 
Mofes a vehicle for filth and indecency? Surely, Benjamin, thou 
couldft have employed thyfelf better than in doing into verfe a crim. 
com. trial, and in tracing Gen. Gunning’s /portive footfeps to a 
taylor’s bed. Becaufe ‘* an hoary lecher” has won to his palfied 
arms a blooming dame, thou takeft occafion to fay, 


‘ Such is the tafte in this enlighten’d age— 

Such now in love is the prevailing rage, 

That in each fex the old attract the young; 

The darts of Cupid from grey hairs have {prung; 

The leering {nuffy dame, almoft threefcore, 

Enchants the gallant youth of twenty-four. 

While old debilitated debauchees 

The youthful fprightly nymphs can charm and pleafe.’ 


For the honour of the ladies and gentlemen of Great Britain, we 
pronounce this alibel, ‘They continue to make diflinctions where 
there are differences. 

If in the epiftle, B. B. gives to the age a bad taffe,—in the 
Elegy on the Ruins of the Pantheon, he, tor the fake of obtaining 
a thime to roof, gives Veltris a hoof. Mo.-y- 


Art. 48. 4 New Tranflation of Telemachus, in Englith Verfe. By 
Gibbons Bagnal, A.M. Vicar of Home-Lacy, Herefordthire. 
8vo. 2Vols. 12s. fewed. Printed at Hereford; and fold by 
Stalker, London. 1791. 


This work has been publithed in periodical numbers; and of the 
firft number fome account appeared in the 15th vol. of our Review, 
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82, &e. As nothing feems neceflary to be now added to the 
Canmapt there given, let it fuffice that we here inform the public, 
that Mr. Bagnal has at length completed his undertaking. 


Art. 49. Winter, or Howard in the Shades; an Elegy, addreffed ta 
~ Humanity. To which is added, an Ode to Eternity. By George 
Pafmore, Schoolmaiter at Kenfington. 8vo. pp. 23. 6d. 


Bourne. 1792. 
Mr. eo intentions appear to be good: but we can fay little 


in favour of his poetry. lon 


Art. 50. The Female Geniad, a Poem, infcribed to Mrs. Crefpigny. 
By Elizabeth Ogilvy Benger, of Portfmouth, written at the Age 
of Thirteen. 4to. pp.55- 38. Hookham. 1791. 

Forbid it, all ye powers prefiding over polite criticifm, that we 
fhould attempt ¢o crufh a female bard juft burfting from the fhell, by 
applying, to fo juvenile a poem, the itrictures of a fevere and cor- 
rected tafte. The poem before us is a proof of genius in the author, 
and evinces what the celebrated Dr. Johnfon would have called ** the 
latent poflibilities of excellence:’’ but Mifs Benger’s friends, by 
whom it is faid to have been corrected, fhould have known that it 
was not fufficiently finifhed for publication. She will allow us to 
inform her, that, though Nature beftows genius, art and diligence 
muft give perfection ; that poetry fhould always, by tranfpofition, 
make good profe; and that a poem, like a ftatue, thould, to give 
exquifite pleafure, be finifhed to a hair. 


IRELAND. 


Art.st. 4 fhort Account of the Affairs of Ireland, during the Years 
1783, 1784, and Part of 1785. Ina Letter from a Clergyman in 
Ireland to his Friend in America. 8vo. pp.82z. 2s, Debrett. 1792. 
The political ftate of Ireland, during the period of this narrative, 

was pregnant with interefting events: the principal circumftances 

of which are here related with every appearance of impartiality. 

Among other public tranfaGtions, of which an account is given in 

this letter, are, the quarrel between Mr. Grattan and Mr. Flood ; 

the military aflembly at Dungannon; the grand national conven- 
tion of volunteer delegates held in Dublin; the fubfequent national 
congrefs, the ftruggles of the Irifh nation in thefe meetings to ob- 
tain a reformation in parliament; and the endeavours of certain 
perfons to procure for the Irifh catholics the right of voting at 
elections. ‘The writer of this account appears to be capable of con- 
tinuing an agreeable fketch of Irifh affairs to the prefent time. E 
POLITICS and POLICE. 


Art. 52. 4 Proteff againf? T. Paine’s Rights of Man; addreffed to 
the Members of the Book Society of » in confequence of 
the Vote of their Committee for including the above Work in a 
Lift of new Publications refolved to be purchafed for the Ufe of 
the Society. 8vo. pp. 37. 1s. Longman. 1792. 

Mere declamation! written, however, in fimpler and better 





language, and in rather more civil terms, than declamation fometimes 
lsi—-but whatever tone, or appearance of argument, may. be af- 
fumed, 
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famed, there never can be any real argument where there is fg 
much prepoffeflion in favour of our own opinions. This writer 
would not, if he could have had his will, have fufferéd the Mem. 
bers of his Book Club to judge as well as himfelf, and to form their 
own fentiments of Mr. Paine’s work. They muft take his ip/e dixit ; 
and yet he calls himfelf a real friend to fair and candid diicuffion! 

Oh! * but the difquifitions of Mr. Paine are by no means of a 
{peculative kind. Under the mafk of difcuflion, they really point to 
aétion—they lead to turbulence and general commotion—they are. 
the efforts of an incendiary aiming at conflagration—they are 
grofely and deftructively vicious and immoral, tending to withdraw 
the refpect which both reafon and religion prefcribe as due to the 
ruling powers.’ 

That is, this gentleman ¢hinés fo: but is it therefore fo abfo- 
lutely certain, that nobody mult examine nor inquire any farther? 
It cannot be denied, that many perfons of fair character and good 
abilities have warmly praifed Mr. Paine’s book; and the majority 
of this very committee, (who, we are told, would fpurn at the idea 
of introducing an immoral and diffolute work to the Society, and 
would fcorn to afift in propagating the deteftable fchemes of an in- 
cendiary,) have given their votes for purchafing the Rights of Man. 
From all this, a modeft man would have inferred that he might 
poflibly be miftaken ; and that the work might not be fo very bad 
and immoral as he fuppofed. If, after reviewing his fentiments, he 
ftill continued in the fame mind, and thought himfelf obliged to 
defend his opinion, he would probably deem it more decent to de- 
f{cend to particulars, and calmly to inveftigate fome fpecific point, 
than to deal thas in vague and general terms, and peremptory 
affertions. 

‘We have faid thus much on this Proteft, not becaufe we think it 
deferving of any great notice, nor for the fake of the protefter 
merely, but rather for the ufe of declamatory authors in general, 
who are a numerous clafs. We with them to recolle&t, pra@ically, 
what few of them are hardy enough to deny iz theory, that aman 
may think differently from themfelves, on any point of politics of 
religion, without being, for that reafon, a fcoundrel. Why may 
not an American prefer a republic, or a Turk like defpotifm bet- 
ter than a mixed monarchy? or why may not either of them recom- 
mend to other nations what he him({elf thinks right and good, with- 
out being fligmatized as a vicious and immoral incendiary ? Pear. 


Art. 53. Curfory Remarks on Painc’s Rights of Man. 8vo. 64. 


Parions. 1792. 
A plague take them! Why will thefe {cribblers force us to read 
what is never read by any body but ourfelves? pe 


Art. 54. 4 Anfwer to the Second Part of Rights of Man. Ia Two 
Letters to the Author, 8vo. pp. 60. 1s. Rivingtons. 1792. 
What is here faid on the general! principles of government does 

mot appear to us to be of any great importance. ‘The author’s ob- 

fervations On commerce and finance feem more deferving of notice. 


Thee la& are at leaft equal in value to Mr. Paine’s remarks on the 
fame 
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fame fubje&ts: but, perhaps, that is faying no great deal in their 
favour. At all events, the general good temper with which this 


Anfwer is written merits approbation. Bear. 


Art. 55. 4 Letter to Mr. Paine on his late Publication. 8vo. pp. 31. 
1s. Stockdale. 1792. 

« You need not be told,’ fays this gentleman to his correfpondent, 
« that every man in this country reflects as he reads.’ We are fome- 
times accufed of the horrid fin of holding latitudinarian or liberal 
principles: but this'is too free to make any part ofourcreed. Ic 
{ufely cannot be a doGrine of the true catholic faith, At any rate, 
whether it be fo or not, the prefent author would do well to per- 
fuade as many as he can to abjure it: for if every one do keep 
this faith whole and undefiled, without doubt he himdelf thall perith 


everlaftingly. De 
Art. 56. Crowns and Sceptres, ufele/s Baubles. A Political Dia- 
logue. By Signor Pafquinello. 8vo. pp. 59. 1s. 6d. Brewman. 


1792. 
The title of this fhrewd performance is, confeffedly, (p. 51.) 
‘a take-in,’—*‘ a little authorfhip,’—‘ a manauvre,’ but, the au- 


thor trufts, * not a cenfurable one :’ his aim being merely to attract, 


by an innocent ftroke of policy, ‘ the notice of thofe who are diffa- 


tisfied, they know not why: in hopes that fome may benefit by 
what is here faid, and content themfelves with living under the ea- 
fiet government to be met with.’ 

After this expofition of the title-page, it feems almoft needlefs to 
add, that the author of this pamphlet is an enemy both to the 
French revolution, ard to the abettors of its principles on this fide 
ef the water. His mode of difcuffing the queftion is in the Socratic 
form: a dialogue between Mr. Growler, a violent advocate for po- 
litical reformation and democracy,—and Mr. Honeftus, a warm 
ariftocratic. The latter gains an eafy and complete victory over 
= Growler, who is but a man of fraw, fet up merely to be 

nocked down. Sig. Pafquinello, however, manifefts confiderable 
abjlity as a writer, and weelds the poliucal quarter-ftaff with dex- 
terity. 


Art. 57. The Queftion confidered, how far the prefent flourithing 
State of the Nation is to be afcribed to the Condu& of the Mini- 
fer, 8vo. 18.6d. Ridgway. 1792. 

For the prefent flourifhing ftate of the nation, this writer gives 
the minifter little credit ; and in nurfing his darling child Revenue, 
he thinks him entitled to a very {canty portion of praife. * The 
profperous ftate of the country, (he afferts, ) is chiefly afcribeable, noe 
only to our being at peace with all the world, but to the want of 
peace in all the world befides.” Affured of this, he obferves that 
* the maintenance of peace fhould have been the invariable and un- 
remitting concern of adminiftration. Preferve peace, fhould have 
been the grace to their meals, the toaft to their glaffes, and the 
prayer of their folitude.’ 

How far this writer’s low eftimate of our obligations to the pre- 


fent minifter is juft, we fhall not turn afide from our literary par- 
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fuits minutely to inquire: but, confident that the nation can gain 
nothing by war, we hope Mr. Pitt will fo far mm future fhew him- 
felf the true friend of the public, as to make the prefervation of 
eace the great object of his adminiftration. Without this, all 
fchemes to liquidate, or eyen to diminifh, the public debt, muft 
prove abortive. This writer thus concludes: 

¢ Peace, not Pitt; trade, not tax; commerce, not revenue; 
tranquillity, not negotiation ; improvement, not regulation ; are 
the only real caufes that have brought this country to its prefent 


unexpected and unparalleled ftate of profperity.’ Moey 


Art. 58. Thoughts on the Manifefto of the French to all States an 
Nations. By the Rev. Richard Worthington, Clergyman of the 
Church. 8vo. pp. 49. 1s. Debrett. 1792. 

This manifefto is, indeed, as Mr. Worthington fays, an occur- 
rence in the political world unparalleled in any age or nation. It 
deferves all the applaufe which he beftows on it. The pacific and 
truly Chriftian fentiments, which it breathes, cannot be too highly 
extolled, nor too widely difleminated. We are happy to fecond 
his benevolent efforts to recommend it to public notice. 

‘* Peace is our dear delight, not Fleury’s more.” Pear. 


Art. ¢9. The Speech of Henry Grattan, Efg; on the Addrefs to his 
Majefty at the Opening of the Irifh Parliament 1792. With an 
Appendix, containing the public Papers and Refolutions of the 
United Irifh, the Committee of Delegates for the Roman Catho- 
lics, &c. S8vo. 18. 6d. Ridgway. 

Mr. Grattan’s fpeech is a bold Philippic againft influence, or 
what he calls the ‘rade of parliament ; and if what he afferts be true, 
There's fomething rotten in the fate of Denmark. 

The Appendix contains the Declaration, Refolutions, and Cir- 
cular Letters, of the Socrery or Unitep IrisHMEN, for an 
equal Reprefentation of all the People in Parliament; and of the Ca- 
tholic Society of Dublin. 

Thefe papers are drawn up with great fpirit and liberality, and 
record ideas important to the caufe of freedom. 


Art. 60. Fragments of the Hiftory of Fohn Bull. By Sir Humphry 
Polefworth, Bart. Small 8vo. pp. 65. 2s.6¢. Hookham. 1792. 
John Bull here quarrels with his daughter Mary, who, at break- 

faft, flung the tea-pot at his head: he went to Jaw with her, an 

loft his caule. Lewis Baboon’s affairs going to rack, the manage- 
ment of them is undertaken by his fervants, with a mob of chim- 
ney-{weepers and lamp-lighters. It is altogether a flimfy attempt, 
being given in imperfect and unconnected fcraps, which faved abun- 
dance of contrivance. The humour, two or three paflages except- 
ed, will not remind us of Swift to the credit of his imitator. N. 


Art. 61. Corruption expofed: being Remarks on the Trial of Geo. 
Rofe, Efq. one of the Secretaries of the Treafury. $8vo. 1%. 
Johnfon. 1792. 


Art. 62. A Refutation of faSious Calumnies on the CharaGer of 


Geo. Rofe, E/g. Secretary to the Treafury, &c. in a Publication 
: con- 
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ine an Aétion brought againft him in June 1791, by 

Mr. Smith refpecting a oa Weitmintter Election. To which 

are prefixed Obfervations on the general Conduct of Miniftry. 

8vo. 1s. 6d. Bell. 1792. . 

The firft of thefe pamphlets is a fevere invective, the fecond a 
lavith panegyric, on the conduét of. Mr. Rofe and his coadjutors in 
office; in whom the writer of the firft can find no good quality, and 
the fecond will admit no imperfection. Non noftrum eff inter vos 


tantas componere lites. a 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Art. 63. Gibdon’s Hiffory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire in Vols, IV. V. and VI, 4to. Reviewed. By the Rev. 
John Whitaker, B.D. Rettor of Ruan-Lanyhorne, Cornwall. 
$vo. pp. 258. 4s. Boards. Murray. 1791. — 

As we have never prefumed to call our brother Reviewers before 
eur board, we cannot, with propriety, take farther notice of this 
volume, than to announce it as a republication, ‘The author’s rea- 
fons for reprinting his critique are thus ftated in an advertifement 
prefixed to the work : 


‘[ am no reviewer by profeffion. I became one in this inftance, 
from a defire of ferving the caufe of religion. —A little time after- 
wards, | was advifed by a nobleman of the firft-rank in refpe€tabi- 
lity, and nearly the firlt in reality, to republifh them in the prefent 
form. I propofed the plan to my bookfeller the proprietor of the 
Review, and he demurred uponit. He found however afterwards, 
that the remarks were called for when the Reviews were no longer 
tobe had. He now urged me himfelf, therefore, to an immediate 
republication of them. I refolved to revife them for the purpofe, 
and waited for an hour of leifure to do fo. That hour was long in 
coming. ‘The republication has thus been delayed to the prefent 
moment. And I now prefix my name to the whole, in order to 
ferve the fame caufe for which the whole was originally written. 
Religion (to ufe the allufion, which I once heard from a witty man 
of genius) I hope, | thall always confider as the ¢ Sanctum Pun&um,’ 
and learning only as the * Glory’ furrounding it.’ E. 


Art. 64. Poetical Effays on the following fubje&ts, viz. The prin- 
cipal Errors and Corruptions of Men. The Excellency of Rea- 
fon and of Virtue. The Freedom and other Powers of the Hu- 
man Mind. The Spiritual Nature of the Soul. The Founda- 
tion and Reality of Human Knowledge, and of Human Happi- 
nefs. With a Preliminary Effay, in Profe: containing a Sum- 
mary of the Author’s principal Tenets, and of thofe which he 
condemns: with Notes Explanatory, &c. 8v0. pp.194. 38. 
fewed. Debrett. 1791. 

Although this writer has exhibited his ideas both in profe and 
verfe, we cannot honeltly fay that we have received much illumi- 
nation from his work. In his profe eflay, (which occupies more 
than the half of the volume,) after a confiderable parade of poftu- 
lates, axioms, and corollaries, we find little that can deferve the 
hame of demonftration, or that may be called clofe and legitimate 

Rev. Jung 1792. R reafoning. 
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reafoning. The author contradicts many opinions of Locke, Harts 
ley, Prieftley, and other modern philofophers, particularly the 
doétrines of Affociation, of Neceffity, of Materialifm, and of Ideas: 
but his method of difcourfing on thefe fubjeéts feems too vague and 
defultory to amount to what men of learning will deem a fatisfaftory 
refutation of the tenets of thefe writers. On the topic of neceffity, 
in particular, this author declaims with vehemence: but he at la# 
checks his indignation, by indulging a hope, that the very ftrange 
things, which the advocates for neceflity frequently utter, are the 
effect of a partial infanity, a derangement of mind gucad boc.—We 
take an abrupt leave of this profe eflay, from an utter defpair of 
being able to elicit from it, in the way of abftract, any clear train 
of thought. : 

With refpect to the poetical effays, the fubjeéts of which are ex. 

refled in the title, we cannot give a better apology for not enter- 
ing on a minute examination of their poetical and philofophical 
merit, than by the following fhort extract, relative to the dottrine 
of neceflity : 
é Such is our wife men’s creed ! 
Who reafon, nature, all good fenfe abufe, 
And bring for ev’ry deed a full excufe; 
For ev’ry curfed a4 which man can frame, 
Such as our nature trembles but to name! 
Thefe are all neceffary, al] decreed 
By him who made us, tho’ a parent bleed ; 
B’en when fome wifemen all their pow’rs employ 
Our univerfal parent to deftroy, 
Thro’ hate and fear infult in ev’ry word, 
And ridicule his effence as abfurd ! 
Thus all foul guilt, mad folly, monftrous lies, 
Are charged on him who rules the earth and fkies 5, 
And man’s rudeft log e’er made by heav’n 
uite motionlefs if not by vi’lence driv’n ; 
Like wrecks which ev’ry wind and wave impel ; 
Such wifdom, fure, is too abfurd for hell ! 
Such groundlefs errors all but men muft fee 
Who quit the truth for blind philofophy.’ 

The author promifes to profecute his fpeculations in fome future 
effays, in which he encourages his readers to expect ‘ that other 
comfortable things may with the blefling of heaven be fhewn him, 
not in a dubious and dark manner, but in a clear light.” Of what 
nature thefe ‘ comfortable things’ may be, and how clearly they 
will be fhewn, time may difcover. 


Art. 65. Theological, Philofophical, and Moral Effays. By the 
Rev. Edward Barry, M.D. 8vo. pp. 320. 5s. Boards. 
Symonds. 

_ The fubjeéts of this volume are, Celibacy, Wedlock, Educa- 

tion, Pride, Duelling, Self-murder, Lying, Detraétion, Dupli- 

city, Avarice, Generofity, Temperance, Excefs, Profperity, Ad- 
verfity, Juftice, Mercy, Death, Judgment: together with a letter 





on the drutal practice of boxing: this letter has been before pob- 
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Sithed and reviewed, and is addreffed to the King, Lords, and 
Commons. On thefe feveral fubjeéts, the reader will find a num® 
ber of pertinent and ufeful reflections. If, at any time, he fhould 
remark fomething peculiar in the author’s manner or expreffion, he 
will be more than repaid by juft reafoning, and folid truth, inter- 


mixed with hiftorical illuftrations. Hi... 


Art. 66. Free Mafonry for the Ladies; or the Grand Secret Dif. 
covered. 1zmo. pp. so. 1s. Thiflelton. 
A ridiculous farrago, calculated to impofe on curiofity and cre- 


dulity. a N. 


THEOtTOGY and POLEMICS§. 


Art. 67.: A Charge intended to have been delivered to the Clergy of 
' Norwich, at the Primary Vifitation of George [Horne], Lord 

Bithop of that Diocefe. 4to. pp. 40. Is. Robinfons. 1791. 

In this charge (which, on account of the Bifhop’s infirm ftate of 
health, was not delivered,) the author laments the decay of good 
dottrines, and the diffemination of evil opinions, and calls on his clergy 
to adopt every meafure, which prudence and piety fuggeft, for the 
prefervation of the common faith. He particularly laments the 
general difbelief of the doétrine of the Trinity, and imputes it, in 
a great meafure, to an abufe of abftract reafoning, by prefuming on 
an analogy, which does not exift, between mathematical trath and 
all other truth. 

‘ We have feen it argued, ferioufly in appearance, that three 
cannot be one in divinity, becaufe it is not fo in arithmetic. But 
we are here to diflinguifh: the mathematical fciences give us rules 
by which all guantities are to be meafured ; but when thofe rules are 
applied by analogy to the qualities of things, they muft fail us, and 
the experiment is always hazardous. ‘The fpecific difference be- 
tween gold and lead, with the refpective value of each, is an object 
of mathematical confideration; but the difference between good 
and evil is not; for thefe latter are to be compared and eltimated as 
qualities. God in his nature and his perfections can never be con- 
fidered under any idea we have of quantity. We know him and 
defcribe him by his attributes; all of which are qualities; original 
in Him, and infinite in themfelves. It muft therefore be extremely 
dangerous to fpeak of God, and borrow our ideas from terms ape 
plied to quantity of any kind. 

_‘ Tt may be hazardous to affign the caufes of error upon fpecula- 
tion; but facts will fpeak for themfelves. It is well known that 
moft of our enlightened reafoners, who take the higheft liberties 
with the Faith of a Trinity in Unity, have been bred in thofe 
fchools where the fciences which are converfant about quantities 
claim a fuperior, if not an exclufive excellence. In their place 
they are excellent, and give abfolute certainty; but io religion, 
being out of their place, they muft of courf: turn into vain deceit. 
Let us therefore moft humbly with it to be well confidered by thofe 
whom it may concern, that mathematicians, merely as fuch, have 
in religion no pre-eminence above other men; that mathematical 
analogies are not transferrable to morality, theology, politics; nor 
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to any fcience which is converfant folely with the qualities of 
things.’ 

We know not how this cenfure of one of our univerfities, by a 
fon of the other, will be received: but it feems clear, that there is 
very little ground for the diftinétion by which the good Bithop at- 
tem pts to obviate the confequence of the application of mathematical 
principles to theology. Mott certainly, when the queftion is, whe. 
ther there be three divine perfons or one, it is a queftion of quantity 
and not of guality; for to whatever fubftance the axiom be applied, 
it muft always be true, that one, three times taken, 1s more in quan- 
tity than oe. —The corrupt nature of man; the faving power of faith; 
the effential difference between morality and religion; and the divine 
authority of epifcopal and of civil government; are the principal 
points difcuffed in this charge; in which, with the fulleft perfuafion 
of the good intentions of the writer, (whofe worldly cares and 
Jabours are now ended,) we mutt confefs that we do not find much 
ftrength nor conclufivenefs of reafoning. E. 
Art. 68. Remarks on Mr. Wakefield’s Inquiry into the Expediency and 

Propriety of Public or Social Worfoip. By alLayman. 8vo. 6d, 

Stockdale. 1792. 

Little addition is made by this publication to the argument in 
reply to Mr. Wakefield’s objections againft public worfhip. The 
following remark may perhaps be thought worth tranfcribing : 

* Our Lord found focial worfhip eftablifhed in principle, though 
wretchedly corrupted in prattice, among the Jews. It was not 
therefore neceflary for him to inftitute, but to reform it: and if we 
can find him aétually doing fo, the obligation to public worfhip 
will be as completely authorized by him, as any pofitive inftitution 
whatever. Let his declaration, ** God is a Spirit, and they that 
worthip him mutt worthip him in fpiric and in truth ;” let the form, 
or model of prayer prefcribed by him to his difciples, and their 
fubfequent practice, be duly confidered, and it will appear, that 
the reformation, and not the abolition, of public worfhip was in- 
tended. E. 
Art. 69. Two Sermons: the firft addrefled to Seamen: the fecond 

to the Britifh Weft India Slaves. By a Phyfician, Author of Un- 

anfwerable Arguments againft the Abolition of the Slave-trade, 

&c. To which are fubjoined, Remarks on Female Infidelity, 

and a Plan of Platonic Matrimony ;_ by which that Evil may be 

leflened, or totally prevented. By F.G. Publifhed for the Be- 

nefit of the Tin-miners in Cornwall. 8vo. pp. 66, 1% 

Ridgway. 1791. 

This benevolent writer offers very good advice to feamen and 
flaves. ‘The firit of thefe fermons was rather haftily compofed during 
a voyage from the Weft Indies to Britain. It was well received by 
the audience to whom it was delivered, ‘ The honeft Tars were fo 
pleafed with the difcourfe, that they afked permiffion to tranfcribe 
it.” The fecond fermon was delivered to a number of flaves, on & 


plantation which had been the property of the author. His aim, in 
both, is to render them what he juftly ftyles zra&ical Chrittians ; 


whereas, he obferves, fome perfons feem to confider morality “as n0 
part 
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art of the Chriftian religion. Our author, whom we ftill regard as 
a philanthropift, is well known, ftrange as it may appear, to be 
wholly adverfe to the abolition of the traffic in his fellow-creatures. 
His reafons, without doubt, appear valid to himfelf. We will not 
enter into any debate with him on the fubject. We fuppofe that 
flaves may meet with milder treatment in the Grenades, or in thofe 
parts with which he was connected, than in fome other places, 
Yet, allowing that this may be true, it enters but little into the 
main argument. 
The latter part of this pamphlet ftands rather in odd canneétion 
with the former. It is of the /erio-comic kind, intermixed with 
rave and fenfible reflections:—‘ There is (fays the author,) a ra- 
dical defect in the management of young people of both fexes. By 
being too early introduced into the world, they are taught to con- 
fider themfelves as men and women before their time. They re- 
mark in their parents an infatiable attachment to pleafure and diffi- 
pation, and a total inattention to religious duties: from the ex- 
amples perpetually before their eyes, the boys become complete 
coxcombs, and the girls fnifhed coquettes: another fource of cor- 
ruption is the general perufal of novels."—Unequal matches the au- 
thor numbers among the caafes of that female infidelity which he at- 
tacks; as one means of its cure, he feleéts three clafles of each fex, 
as fitted for what he calls Platonic Jove; and, with a degree of hu- 
mour and drollery, faurnithes the parties with their Platonic adver- 
tifements! All the ref{ we commit to the reader’s own examination 


and criticifm. Ez... 


Art. 70. Forms of Prayer for Public Worfeip. 12zmo. pp. 144. 
2s, Johnfon. 1791. 

This compilation has been formed, we are told, for the ufe of 
an evening lecture, fupported during the fix months of winter, by 
Proteftant Diffenters at Portfmouth. By a variety of /erwices, it is 
faid to be their with to obviate, in fome dezree, the objections to a 
ftated form. Thefe /ervices are five in number, collected chiefly 
from the Common Prayer reformed by Dr. Samuel Clarke; from 
the Liverpool form; from prayers publifhed by the Rev. Mr. J. 
Palmer; and from others, by a friend to family devotion. Some, it 
may be fuppofed, have received altcrations and additions; and the 
minifter is left at liberty to introduce fuch prayers of his own as may 
accord with the occafion. The editor aflumes no particular name 
but that of Proteftant Diffenter; it may, however, be readily in- 
ferred that thefe /ervices are not formed on a Calviniitical or what 
is termed an orthodox plan. The doxologies, as, according to the 
editor’s proper expreffion, they undoubiedly ought to be, are from the 
Scriptures. We have only to add that thefe torms feem to be very 


well adapted to anfwer the propofed inteation. Hi...s 


SINGLE SERMONS. 


Art.71. The Rights of Government not compatible with the 
Rights of Man. Preached at the Affize, held at Chelmsford, in 


the County of Effex, before the Hon. Mr. Jultice Gould, and 
Mr. 
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Mr. Juftice Wilfon, Aug.1, 1791. 4f0. pp.16. Is. 6d, 

Kearfleys. 1791. Lee 

The objects, which this preacher profeffes to have in view, are to 
condemn the abjeé doétrine of paflive obedience, to reprefs the in- 
temperate zeal of licentious innovation, and to enforce the duty of 
obedience to rulers whofe chief care is the public fafety. He would 
be thought to preferve a middle courfe, between the Scylla of Re- 
publicanifm and the Charybdis of Defpotifm: but, at the fame 
time, he maintains the abfurd and flavifh doftrine, that the prefent 
generation has a right to bind the next to certain forms of govern- 
ment, and he rejects the only true foundation of political liberty, that 
the fovereign will of the people is the ftandard of human govern~ 
ment. How far fuch doétrines are confiftent with that air of mode- 
ration which the preacher aflumes, we leave the public to deter- 


mine. BE. 


Art. 72. Cruelty the natural and infeparable Confequence of Slavery, 
and both diametrically oppotite to the Doctrine and Spirit of the 
Chriftian Religion; preached March 11, 1792, at Hemel- 
Hempftead, Herts. By John Liddon. S8vo. 6d. Dilly. 

An ingenious, fenfible, and.fpirited difcourfe, from P/alm Ixxii. 

34. The author does not fail to recommend the practice, adopted, 

it is faid, by many thoufands in the kingdom, of difufing the Weft 


India produce.—‘ Every Chriftian, (it is obferved,) is here of im- 


ortance. They may prevent the wounds of many by rendering 
their labour ufelefs. Avarice will then leave the trade, from the 
fame principle from which it firit engaged in it.’—This fermon will 

robably contribute its mite toward increafing that defire of imme- 
diately abolifhing our flave-trade, which appears to be a/mof ge- 
neral throughout the kingdom. How far the nation, in general, are 
competent to judge, on a fubject attended with fo many difficulties, 


is a point on which we dare not prefume to determine. Hi..s. 


Art. 73. The Principles of Proteftant Diffenters fated. Preached 
at Fairford, Auguit 28, 1791. By Joliah Townfend. 8vo. 6d. 
Johnfon. 1791. 

It appears to be the principal defign of this difcourfe, to remove 
the odium which has fallen on the Diflenters, as enemies to the 
State and Church, by proving that their principles are pacific, and 
that the general tenor of theis conduct entitled them to the confi- 
dence of their fellow-citizens, The fpirit, with which it is written, 
is candid, and the language is conciliating. E 


Art. 74. Preached by the Rev. Dr. Hufley, at the Opening of the 
Spanihh Chapel, on the 8th of December 1791. Taken in 
Short Hand by a Gentleman prefent. 8vo. 1s. Ridgway. 

| 1792. 

_ We defire to exercife candor, and we wifh every man to enjoy 
his opinion at ea/e; yet we can perceive but little reafon for the 
Jabour that has been ufed to communicate this difcourfe to the pub- 
lic. There are, no doubt, feveral pertinent and good obfervations 
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nit: but, at the fame time, there are expreffions, fuch as myffic fa- 
crifice, Jymbelic ornaments, facred robes, &c. which we cannot ap- 

rove, befide the frequent found of THE CHURCH! THE CHURCH! 
founds which tend to impofe on, delude, and miflead, the ignorant and 
unwary ; of which, it is plain, to our grief, there are great num- 
bers, of all ranks, in this Proteftant, and [fuppofed to be] en- 
lightened country. —Some parts of the fermon, however, are fentible, 
and calculated to promote real religion. We cannot much applaud 


this fhort-hand manner of obtaining publications of this kind. Hi 


Art. 75. Youth reminded of a Future Judgment ; in a Difcourfe oc- 
cafioned by the Death of Mr. John Vowel, who died at Hackney, 
Dec. 24, 17903 in the twenty-fecond Year of his Age. By Wil- 
liam Bennett. 8vo. pp. 52. 1s. Dilly. 

The fubject and the occafion of this difcourfe are too ferious and 
affecting to admit of criticifm. It is very well written, and urges 
with energy an early and conftant regard to the great concerns 
of human life. There are indeed phrafes and expreflions of a 
Calviniftical kind, which we cannot approve; to fome other readers 
they may be acceptable, and poflibly of fervice: but the event itfelf 
is powerfully initruclive, and the preacher’s remarks farther recom- 
mend it to regard. ‘The youth, whom the fermon commemorates, 
appears to have been amiable and promifing, in an eminent degree, 
and to have met his early difmiffion with a cheerful refignation and 
Chriftian hope. Some account is added of his fifter, who, with 
fimilar difpofitions, died a fhort time before him, in the fixteeath 


year of her age. pe 


Art. 76. Refleions on the CharaGer and State of departed Chriftians: 
occafioned by the Deceafe of the Rev. Caleb Evans, D. D. Pattor 
of the Baptift Congregation meeting in Broadmead, Brittol, and 
Senior Tutor to the Academy in that City. Preached in Cannon- 
ftreet, Birmingham, Sept. 4, 1791. By Samuel Pearce. 8vo. 
6d. Knott. | 
A proper tribute of refpect is here paid to the memory of a 

worthy man; who, for many years, filled the offices of a minifter 

and a tutor with great refpectability among the independent clafs of 


sey R. 





an — 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


© Jo the MonTHLY REVIEWERS, 


©“ GENTLEMEN, 


. I’ your Review for December laf, p. 431, you have committed a 
miftake, which I have no doubt of your correéting as foon as it is 
pointed out. Having mentioned a cafe of inverted uterus by Dr. R. 
Cleghorn of Glafgow, you fubjoin: ** To this cafe are added fome ju- 
dicious remarks by Dr. Gartbfhore.” Now, Gentlemen, I faw the 
paper before publication, and J affure you, that every part of it was 
written 
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written by Dr. Cleghorn himfelf, without the fmalleft affiftance from 
Dr.G. This information being anonymous can occafion no fcruple on 
your part; for, by looking at the paper itfelf, you will fee that it was 


only communicated by Dr. G. wer 
¢ Permit me to fay one word more concerning the title given to this 


paper by the Society. It is ** A Cafe of Inverfion of the Uterus ;” it 
ought to have been, ‘f The Hiftory of a Woman who furvived a con. 
tinued Inverfion of the Uterus.’’? Cafes of inverted uterus are fo com- 
mon as hardly to be worth recording; but inftances of women living 
with their uterus inverted are very rare, and muft, in the prefent ftate 
of our knowledge, be regarded as objects of curiofity. 


¢ With great refpe@, lam, Gentlemen, 
* Your mof obedient fervant, 
* Lucius.’ 


We are obliged to this Correfpondent for pointing out an over- 
fight in our account of Dr. Cleghorn’s paper. ‘The remarks in 
gueftion we find, on farther infpection, to be written by that gen- 
tleman: we were mifled by the manner in which they are printed ; 
namely, at fome diftance and apart from the cafe which they were 
intended to accompany. This, at firft view, gives an appear- 
ance of their being the production of the gentleman who communi- 
cated Dr. Cleghorn’s cafe. oO 





*,* A Correfpondent in the country begs leave, through the 
channel of the Monthly Review, to requeft the publifhers of Angle 
érmons, not to fell them at fo high a price as one fhilling, which 
greatly hinders the fale of them, and thus leflens their ufefulnefs. 
Where one is fold at one fhilling, he fays three would be fold at 
fix pence.—The bookfellers, however, are the beft judges of this 








+*t Our female Correfpondent, who dates from Layton, May 234, 
is informed that we have not reviewed the novels which fhe men- 
tions. Publications of this clafs are become fo numerous, and are, 
in general, fo trifling and infipid, that we do not chufe to torment 
ourlelves, and to difguft our readers, by noticing every work of ¢/ 
this defcription. 





ttt Cerapon’s Verfes, entitled, ‘* Farewell to the Mufes,”’ 
and addreffed to the Monthly Reviewers, have fufficient pathos to 
make us regret the hafty refolution formed by the ingenious and in- 
genuous young writer. Why fhould he be thus early difcouraged? 

This gentleman, we underftand, is the author of An Epifile to 
W. Wilberforce, E/quire, (fee p. 104.) written when under the age 
oftwenty. At that age, even the great Dryden was not fo good a 
writer, if we may judge from his juvenile productions. 





ttt We cannot at prefent find the little work called «* The 
Blind Child ;”’ it is miflaid: but we will look farther for it. 
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